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Hostile Takeovers Challenge Europeans 


By Anne Swardsou 

Washingion Post Service . 


PARIS — Here in flic Old World, flu bar- 
Danans nave finally arrived at the gates. 

A wave of hostile takeover oners, virtually' 
unknown m Europe until recently, sweHedTues- 
day iught with the ©Wnffion offer in France by 
Bflnqw: Nationals de Paris SA to swap shares for 
bom the investment bank Paribas SA and the 
retail bank Sodete Generate S A, which bad been 
in the process ' of merging. 

■ Ths offer stunned Europe’s financial coro- 
mumty. Although consolidation has been rapid in 
«hecont me maI financ i a l industry, this foray was 
bigger — and mane hostile — than anything yet 
seen. It follows other attacks, on Telecom Italia 
SpA by the mnch smaller Olivetti SpA and on 
Gbcti Group NV by the luxury giant LVMH 
MoetHennessy Lcrais Vuittan SA. 

The change in corporate culture and b ehav ior 


BNP, Olivetti and LVMH 
Follow American Trend 

hoe in the past few years has been nothing shext 
Of ladfiCaL The hi 

Pteuce, the cozy slorebold£r relationships in Ger- 
many, the secretive empires of Italy, are all giving 
way to American-style cowboy «>pit»ii«n 
“There is a revolution going mi here,” said 
Andre Baladi of die International Corporate Gov- 
ernance Network. “There are do inhibitions any 
more. Everything is loose and the gates are 
op* 0 -” 

The government of France, which in die old 
days virtually ran die private sector in this coun- 
by, was reduced to issuing a statement from the 

finance Ministry er praRging hnpft thsff all player? 

'would “be respectful of the good functioning of 
the marketplace, of mdustriafand social interests 
as well as the national interest.” 


- The Banqoe Nationale de Paris bid, if it suc- 
ceeds, wodd create by some estimates the world's 
largestcomraercial bank, with SI trillimi in assets. 
It would combine two large retail banks in France 
with Paribas, the best-known investment firm. 

“It would be a French champion of the Euro- 
pean banking industry,” Michel Peberean, the 
chairman of BNP, said Wednesday. “It is die 
operation the market has been waiting for.” 

The troth of that last statement cannot be known 
now; France's marker regulator suspended trading 
in the shares of all three institutions fora day. 

The managexi^nt of Societe General e and Pari- 
bas qnickly rejected the proposal, which was first 
laid out to top executives at 8:30 P.M. Tuesday. 

“At no time since Feb. 1, 1999 was die idea of 
a three-way merger discussed with BNP,** said 
Andre Levy-Lang, chairman of Paribas, and 
Daniel Bouton, chairman of Societe Generate, in 

See BANKS, Page 12 



Michel Peberean, head of BNP, has 
a name fen* turnarounds. Page 13. 
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Deflation Is 
Asia’s Worry 

By Michael Richardson 

International HeraldTrilnaie 

- SINGAPORE — When East Asia's 
. financial crisis begin in July 1997, of- 
ficials and economists worried that it 

• would cause runaway inflation. Now, 
*gthey are more concerned about the 

specter of deepening deflation. 

. Persistent price decreases in 
China, South Korea, Taiwan, 

■Kong and Singapore, triggered by too 

* mnch capacity, and too little demand, are 
depressing nu nmfw rt m - i ng production' 
-and profits. 

If deflation intensifies or spreads to 
other countries in die western Pacific, 
officials fear it will worsen unemploy- 
ment and recession in the iegion- 

“A major constraint to aneariy re- 
covery, notyet adea iMteh r <pantrfi«£ is . 
the extent ox c&ereapacflym fltexegiori,' 
paiticuiariy in the property and indus- 
trial sectors,” Foreign Minister .Alex-. 
a rider Downer of Australia warned re- 
cently. ‘*The closure ctffactoriesand the 
loss of jobs as a result of the crisis will 
make it all the more difficult for econ- 
omies to grow again quickly.’* 

U nfinish ed or unoccupied office 
blocks, apartment buildings and hotels 
in East Asian cities are ah obvious leg- 
acy of the boom that went bust Less 
obvious is die slump in dem and that is 
forcing factories to close or lay off 
workers across the region. 

Many banks are unable or unwilling 
to lend to companies in East Asia be-, 
(bause of perceived risks. Analysts said a 
deflatio nary spiral would make them 
even more reluctant to lend. 

“Deflationary trends will exacerbate 
the banking-sector credit crunch, as 
h«nW are reluctant to lend' in an en- 
vironment of fining nominal returns,'* 
said Kate O*pono^ne, an associate di- 
rector in theSingapare office of Barclays 
Capital, a unit of Barclays Bank. ‘This 
wifi undermine already weak private 
consumption and investment.*’ 

. If banks won’t extend neweredits or 
roll over existing loan s, m ore 
cash-starved borrowers and companies 

will have co sell assets to pay off debts. 

“Deflation translates into higher real 
debt burdens, l e ad ing to low d e m and 
jnH an economic contraction, as we 
have seal in Japan from 1991 o nwar d,” 
s aid Ajay Kapur, an executive director 


See ASIA, Page 12 
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Malaysia Leaders Court 
Voters in Remote State 

Sabah Election Is Test of Economic Confidence 


By Thomas Fuller 

International Herald Tribune 


A woman checking her lanndiy m Karapoog SemMbm, in 
Sabah, as a banner for the governing party flies at her door. 


KOTA KINABALU, Malaysia — 
They have come to this remote, northern 
ccraer of Borneo by the planeload, hun- 
dreds of briefcase-carrying government 
officials from Kuala Lumpur, eager to 
capture this often rebellious state in the 
first electoral test since economic crisis 
struck Malaysia 20 months ago. 

The importance that the government 
attaches to the state election here Friday 
and Saturday is obvious from the num- 
ber of times that Prime Minister Ma- 
hathir bin Mohamad has shuttled across 
the South China Sea in recent mouths. 

On Wednesday, Mr. Mahathir ar- 
rived for his fourth visit to the state of 
Sabah since December. 

A victory here could provide Mr. 
Mahathir and his coalition partners 
with key. support, mitigating the dam- 
age-done to his party following a lead- 
ership struggle with his former deputy 
and protege, Anwar Ibrahim. 

The outcome of Sabah's election, 
Mr. Mahathir has said, will also de- 
termine the timing of national elections 
— they must be called before April 
2000 — and the strategy the govern- 
ment will adopt to keep its two-thirds 


maj ority in the national Pa rliame nt 
Despite the importance thai has been 
placed in the election, Sabah is an 
awkward bellwether. 

As the economy on the peninsula 
shrank last year by about 6 percent, in 
Sabah it grew by about 1 percent, 
buoyed by the state’s plantation sector 
and timber industry. 

Politics, too, revolve around issues 
that are foreign to the peninsula. Mr. 
Anwar’s dismissal and ongoing trial — 
an emotionally-charged issue that has 
led to Kuala Lumpur’s most serious 
political crisis in decades — causes 
barely a ripple here. 

“A thousand miles across the South 
China Sea is not just a geographical 
thing,” says Valentine Willie, a Sa- 
bah-bom lawyer, who now lives in. 
Kuala Lumpur. “It’s also a state of 
mind. People tend to forget that” 
Politics iq Sabah often hinge on ba- 
ric needs: paved roads and access to 
telephones and electricity. Sabah is 
rich in oil and timber, but die majority 
of the state’s residents are poor, es- 
pecially those in the hinterland. 

Gisin Lombut, the government’s 
candidate in the rural constituency of 

See MALAYSIA, Page 12 


Holbrooke Sees 
Milosevic as 
Serbian Forces 
Press Offensive 

U.S . Is Said to Offer Belgrade 
Cuts in Economic Sanctions 
For Accord on Kosovo Plan 

By Carlotta Gall 

New York Times Service 

BELGRADE, Yugoslavia — Richard Hol- 
brooke, the U.S. specialist in dealing with crises in 
die Balkans, was engaged in intensive talks most of 
Wednesday with President Slobodan Milosevic, 
trying to wear down the Serb’s opposition to an 
international peace force for Kosovo. 

Meanwhile, fighting continued in the southern 
province between Serbs and ethnic Albanians. 

Mr. Holbrooke was seeking to spur progress 
before the resumption of peace talks in Paris on 
Monday. But after six hours of negotiations there 
was no hint that Mr. Milosevic was ready to 
remise. 


Unification Church Is Tied to U.S, Gun Company 


By John Mmtz 

Washington Post Service 


WASHINGTON — With parts of its sprawling 
business empire in decline, the Unification Church 
beaded by the Reverend Sun Mynng Moon is 
fi nd in g profits in one of the least-known of its 
cornmncial ventures: making guns. 

Mr. Moon’s four-year-old gim company, Kahr 
Arms, has prospered amid glowing reviews for the 
wariananship of its small but potent pistols. Last 

nymth. R>Tir Att^ expanded, purr-haging the enm- 

that manufactures Tommy guns, fabled in 
; ’20s mob shoot-outs from speeding black 


sedans. The ties between Kahr Anns and the 
Unification Church headed by Mr. Moon have 
received almost no notice, both within the close- 
knit gun industry and among church members. The 
business arm of the church, whose members be- 
lieve that Mr. Moon is the Messiah and was placed 
on earth to restore the Garden of Eden, declined to 
clarify its involvement in the gun business. 

One ex-member said that for years church lead- 
ers had tried to obscure the movement’s involve- 
ment with Kahr Aims. “They were afraid if anti- 
cult groups found out, they’d have a field day,” the 
former member said. 

But an examination of corporate records and 


interviews with experts on the secretive Moon 
empire demonstrate the links between the church’s 
business network and Kahr Arms. Kahr. whose 
factory is in Worcester, Massachusetts, is con- 
trolled by Kook Jin (Justin) Moon, 28, the elder 
Moon's fourth son. who is slated to be second-in- 
command of the multibUlion-dollar Moon empire 
when his 79-year-old father dies. Justin Moon and 
his siblings are revered by church members as the 
Messiah’s “True Children.’’ 

Some former members and gun industry critics 
see a contradiction between the church’s teachings 

See GUNS, Page 3 
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The mam sticking point remains us refusal to 
accept a NATO-led military force in Kosovo to 
enforce a political settlement. 

The state Tanjug news agency released a state- 
ment during the day saying that any attempt to 
make the political agreement conditional on Bel- 
grade’s agreement on foreign troops to police 
Kosovo was “unacceptable.’ 

“Foreign troops have no business in our coun- 
try,” Mr. Milosevic said in a statement that was 
issued after talks between he and Mr. Holbrooke 
resumed after a break of several hours. 

Mr. Milosevic said that the U.S. -sponsored plan 
far Kosovo was “a good basis” for a political 
settlement of die Kosovo crisis. “The attempts to 
precondition the political settlement with die ac- 
ceptance of foreign troops is unacceptable,” he 
said in the statement carried by Tanjug and re- 
ported by The Associated Press. 

Both sides played down the chances of a break- 
through in the talks ai This stage. Western mediators 
had hoped to have a deal ready for signing in Paris. 
But all the signs are that the Serbian and ethnic 
Albanian delegations intend to continue nego- 
tiating on crucial details when they reassemble. 

There was a sense of urgency as the con- 
sequences of heavy fighting in southern Kosovo 
emerged, when reporters reached the still smoking 
village of Ivaja. At least four dead were found in 
the village along with dead animals and scorched 
farm buildings. 

Serbian forces seized control of die village 
Tuesday after some fighting. Much of the village 
was destroyed. Many of the inhabitants had fled to 
die nearby village of Kotlina but aid agencies were 
still searching for an estimated 400 refugees hiding 
somewhere in the wooded mountains above. 

Mr. Holbrooke had warned on his arrival in 
Belgrade that Kosovo was heading for an even 
greater tragedy than that endured so far, and that 
Belgrade- was on a collision course with the 
West '•-v. 

The' American' envoy’s visit is just one of a 
stream of foreign officials from the six Contact 
Group countries to Belgrade this week, although 
because of his personal relationship with Mr. Mi- 
losevic, he is seen as the key to persuading die 
Yugoslav president to accept the deal 

He was accompanied by the U.S. mediator on 
Kosovo, Christopher Hill. Mr. Hill has been large- 
ly responsible for drafting the proposed peace plan 
that would grant ethnic Albanians in Kosovo self- 
rule and the protection of NATO-led troops for an 
interim period. 

Hie view in Belgrade is that Mr. Milosevic will 
eventually agree to an international peacekeeping 
farce in Kosovo but that he is not yet ready to 

See KOSOVO, Page 6 


China Aides Reveal Wave 
Of Crime and Corruption 

In Reports 9 Judicial System Held Inadequate 

• TW. 4 W 1 more on arrest statistics and China’s 

As such, the reports reveal die in- 
fluence on China’s government bv its 
new prime minister, the tot 


BEIJING — In a blunt public ac- 
knowledgment of a crime and corrup- 
tion wave s w ee p i ng across theworid’s 
most populous country, China’s two top 
judicial officials painted a stark picture 
Wednesday of a legri system staggering 
under the strains of malfeasance, 
manned by legal personnel often ill- 
equipped to do the job. ~ 

Speakingtothe2^78-ctelcgatesaidie 
yearly meeting of die National People’s 
Congress, Xiao'Yang, president of 
China’s Supreme People’s Court, and 
TTan Zhnbm, die chief prosecutor, ac- 
knowledged that corruption was firmly 
entrenched among judges and prose- 
cutors. 

“Serious problems east,” Mr. Han 
said in Ms speech, held in the confines of 
die Stalinist Great Hall of the People on 
Tiananmen Square. "Illegal enforce- 
ment of laws, br eakin g regulations, tor- 
ture or illegal interrogation of suspects, 
the arrest of witnesses.” . 

Righting flic situation would be, Mr. 
Xiao said, a “long-term and difficult 
mission.” 

The reports were unusual because of 
tbear frankness and acknowledgment of 
specific shortc omings m the j udicial 

system and their wnungness to reveal 
Statistics about the prosecution of gov- 
ernment officials. Jn this, they marked a 
clear break with test reports by judicial 
officials, which generally touched 
tightly on sensitive issues and focused 


who took power one year ago. 
Zhu’s report to Parliament oa Friday 
was one of the most detailed and tex- 
tured public government documents in 
recent years, laying out in relatively 
clear terms some of China 's challenges 
for the future. Mr. Zhu was also forth- 
coming about die problems caused by 

corruption. 

Both Mr. Xiao and Mr. Han were 
under some p re ssur e to write reports 
that reflected die sometimes anarchic 
reality in today’s China. Last year, 40 
it of the usually faint-hearted 
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HUSTINGS — Elizabeth Dole is 
closer to presidential run. Page 3. 


Indonesian Troops Kill 6 Rioters in Ambon 

Tndrvnftgiflft soldiers (tilled at least viously lived in peace for years, 
six people Wednesday when they fired The fighting, which began in late 

on Christian and Muslim rioters in January, has been fueled by rising 
Amb on city. The rioters had been political and social tensions as Indone- 
fighting each other with homemade sia grapples with its worst economic 
bombs, knives and bows and arrows, crisis in 30 years. Page 4. 

The six victims were hit by bullets 

Australian Executive 

^EarUo 5 Wednesday one man was Is Killed in Thailand 
stabbed to death and dozens of houses 

were burned in the town, where fol- BANGKOK (Reuters) — ■ An Aus- 

lowers of die two religions had pro- tralian executive working with the ac- 
countants DeloiUe Touche Tobmalsn 

— : pj^T was shot to death Wednesday in cen- 

_ —• T ir Jr in* tral Thailand, company officials and 

Crossword ^ j t was the first known 

Opinion Pages 8-9. incident of violence against a foreign 

Sports Pages 26-27, executive involved in die recent re- 

structuring of Thai companies. 


Ecuadorans Strike Against Government 


a report by Mr. Han’s predecessor, 
Thimg Siqing, die largest percentage of 
deputies to ever oppose a Parliament 
account. 

Mr. Thang was removed from Ms 
post after last year’s parliamentary ses- 
sion. 

The Supreme People’s Procuratorate 
and the Supreme People’s Conn then 
launched a yearlong campaign against 
conniption and incompetence. 

Hus year, deputies seemed to support 
Mr. Han’s report “For the first time we 
have received a report on law matters 
that reflects our concerns,” one deputy 

See CHINA, Page 12 


By Anthony Faiola 

Washington Pas Service 


BUENOS AIRES — Mnch of 
Ecuador came to a halt Wednesday as 
union leaders launched a two-day gen- 
eral strike against government austerity 
measures. Tbe government countered 
by declaring a 60-day stale of emer- 
gency, using the military to keep the 
peace and guard vital power generators 
and oil installations from sabotage. 

In the capital, Quito, where most 
businesses were closed Wednesday, riot 
police used tear gas to disburse hun- 
dreds of protesters who threw stones 
and Molotov cocktails. In the western 


town of Puerto Viejo, the military rolled 
in after overnight looting. According to 
local news reports, protesters burning 
tires blocked several major highways. 

The strike cranes as Ecuador, a nation 
of 12 million and one of the poorest in 
Sooth America, faces its worse economic 
crisis in decades. Inflation is soaring out 
of control, die currency is plunging, and 
panic is spreading that the government 
may freeze bank accounts or take other 
drastic action to control the crisis. 

President Jamil Mahuad, in office 
seven months, also extended a “na- 
tional bank holiday” through Thursday 
to control a run on the banks following 
the near collapse of Banco Progreso, the 


second-largest Ecuadoran financial in- 
stitution. Several other domestic banks 
are also reportedly cm the verge of in- 
solvency. The emergency bank holiday 
has shut banks since Monday. 

Unions are protesting Mr. Mahuad’s 
calls fbrprivatization and austerity mea- 
sures aimed at reforming the over- 
whelmingly state-run economy. For 
much of the 1990s, Ecuador has tried to 
reposition itself as a free-market econ- • 
omy, though the attempts have been: 
largely thwarted by grass-roots oppo- 
sition and rampant corruption. 

In the past two months, the situation 

See ECUADOR, Page 3 
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War in the Wasteland / Part Ice Age, Part Flash Gordon 

Indians and Pakistanis Tire of Fighting a Glacier 


By Dexter Filkins 

L OS tojtelesTimn Service 

S IACHEN GLACIER, Indian- 
Pakistani Border — In this frozen 
wasteland, the histone rivalry be- 
tween India and Pakistan seems as 
enduring as the glacial ice. 

On the Siacben Glacier, where nearby 
peaks reach 7,010 meters (23.000 feet) and 
temperatures drop to minus 50 Fahrenheit 
(minus 45.5 centigrade) die frostbitten 
armies of two implacable foes have faced 
each other for 15 years in a conflict both 
bloody and surreal. 

Cold and crevasses kill more troops than 
opposing armies. In the high, frigid air, skin 
bonds with metal, sweat turns to ice, and 
there is not enough oxygen to light a 

Artillery shells, freed from the normal 
laws of ballistics, sail for miles. On 
Siachen 's lifeless crags, a soldier's only 
solace is the pity of his god. 

“We are closer to Goa here, and if I die 
for my country, he will take me," said 
Sergeant Rashid Abul, stationed at a 5,180- 
meter Pakistani border post. 

The war on the world's highest bat- 
tlefield has survived every thaw in Indo- 
P akistani relations. 

The fight fra- Siachen alone has cost two 
of the world's poorest countries a com- 
bined 3,500 dead and 10,000 injured, and 
an estimated Si million a day. 

Now, after a meeting last month between 
the prime ministers of India and Pakistan, 
both governments are signaling that they 
may be willing to pull back from their high- 
altitude fight. 

They have agreed to negotiate the future 
of Siachen and say they would quit fighting 
there if the terms were right. A growing 
number of voices say neither nation should 
sacrifice another life to hold on to a block of 
prehistoric ice. 

"Siachen is worthless to both coun- 
tries," said A G. Noorani, an Indian law- 
yer and columnist who bos called for a 
settlement. “Both armies should vacate the 
glacier." 

The fight over the Siachen is one of the 
strangest conflicts of modem times, com- 
bining the usual stoffofhistory and politics 
with mountain climbing, high-altitude sur- 
vival and a phrase unique to this part of the 
world: "cartographic aggression." 

Siachen, the world's largest glacier out- 
side the polar regions, straddles the Hi- 
malayan territory where India, China and 
Pakistan collide. 

A spectacular river of congealed snow, 
the 77-lriiometer (48- mile) Siachen forms 
the eastern edge erf the Karakoram Moun- 
tains, where five peaks — including K-2, 
the famed destination of climbers — reach 
higher than 7.925 meters. 

For most of the* nariy 52 yeare-since- 
India and Pakistan broke from the British 
Empire, Siachen was consideredaiafix for 



On the Siachen Glacier, cold and crevasses hill more troops than opposing 
armies . Jn the high, frigid air, skin bonds with metal, sweat turns to ice, and 
there is not enough oxygen to light a match. 


human habitation. In 1949, the year after 
India and Pakistan ended their first war 
over adjoining Kashmir, the two nations 
agreed to a cease-fire line that cot north 
through the region and stopped near the 
foot of the uninhabited Siachen. 

The point where the cease-fire line ended 
is still known by its map coordinates: 
NJ9842. 

NJ9S42 forms the point of an inverted 
triangle that spreads northward to the 
Chinese border. 

“It was the Empty Quarter," said Varan 
Salmi, a professor at Jawaharial Nehru Uni- 
versity in New Delhi. “There was ab- 
solutely no expectation that anyone would 
go up there.” 

For decades, the only people who ven- 
tured to Siachen were tourists — mountain 
climbers and trekkers scaling its peaks. 

Because many of the climbing teams 
came through Pakistan, some Western 
maps began to show Siachen as part of 
Pakistan. In India, this prompted calls for 
cartographic aggression, meaning, 
roughly, seizing territory by redrawing a 
map. 

“We decided that we had no alternative 
but to protect what was ours,” said K. C. 
Singh, spokesman for the Indian govern- 
-mentr . 

In 1984, the Indian Army sent several 


dians took most of the glacier and the high 
mountain passes along its western edge. So 
remote was Siacben that Pakistani officials 
say they learned of the Indian move only 
after a group of trekkers returning from a 
climb reported spotting troops there. 

The Pakistani Array rushed north and 
seized a handful of peaks, and the battle 
lines froze in place. 


T ODAY, the war on the Siachen 
Glacier seems part Ice Age and 
part Flash Gordon. The Indians 
installed tire world's highest phone 
booth here, at 4,572 meters, so their sol- 
diers could call home. 

Village-born troops on both sides roam 
the gelid wastes with the most modem 
equipment, darting through 1.6 kilometer- 
deep gorges in $1 million helicopters and 
firing at enemies they cannot see. 

* ‘We can hear the Indians, we know they 
are on the next mountain." said Colonel 
Javed Hassan Khattak, who commands a 
Pakistani artillery unit near the glacier. 

* ‘We can’t see them, but we start firing, ” 
Colonel Khattak said. 

For all the futility of the struggle, the 
Indians don’t want to withdraw because 
they command tire heights and the glacier. 
— The -want- to 4eaver-in- 

part because the conflict is costing India 


-JajindresLlJQops to seize Sjaphen. Iij- ^ ipqje, in both money and deatj soldiers. 


Farh nation deploys 
about 3,000 soldiers in the 
area. 

At a Pakistani base 
dabbed the International 
Himalayan Expedition 
Camp — it was once used 
by monntaindimhers — 
30 soldiers stand watch 
atop a snowbound 5,000- 
meter peak. 

The camp is a desolate 
place; The temperature on 
a clear morning in late 
February was minus 35 
centigrade (minus 30 de- 
grees Fahrenheit). The 
nearest village is 10 days 
away by foot There are no 
frees, no grass and no wild- 
life, only an unending 
desert of snowy white. 

Just over the next peak 
lies the Indian Army , 
though no one hare claims 
ever to have seen it Oc- 
casionally, an artillery 
shell flies over, and the 
fun/rbe Awdad Ft** . men scramble for their 
shelters. 

— — ■■■■ The most common 
• killers are cerebral and 

pulmonary edema, condi- 
i and • dons, caused by high alti- 
tude, in which fluid in- 

vades the brain and lungs. 

On Feb. 25, a dozen 
Pakistani soldiers 

patrolling near Siachen died in an ava- 
lanche. 

"If we bring someone up who is not 
properly acclimatized to the altitude," said 
Dr. Jamail Ashlam, a Pakistani Army phy- 
sician, “after three days, he will be dead" 
Guns freeze at the camp; so do cameras. 
Pick up a rifle without apair of gloves, and 
the skm peels from die ringers. 

If he strays from one of the designated 
footpaths, a soldier risks being swallowed 
by a hidden, snow-covered crevasse. 

The two armies say they have developed 
sophisticated methods that allow their sol- 
diers to survive atop Siachen. 

The troops wear puffy white high-tech- 
snowsuits. 

Soldiers, tethered together, walk only on 
footpaths tested for ravines. 

The equipment gets special treatment on 
Siachen. 

Artillery is flown up piece by piece — 
the helicopters can’t 
carry a whole gun — and assembled on 
the spot. 

“Once the artillery is up here, it is here 
for good: it is never coming down again," 
said Colonel Khattak. 

"Maybe a million years from now," 
-said-Gekrael-Khattakj^ - people-will -ceme - 
up here and see these things and wonder 
what on earth we were doing.’.’ '-.' - : t*- - 


A New Predictor 

^ «■ 

For Sun Storms 

Tool to Help Prevent PowerOutages 

- - - - - ji 

By Kathy Sawyer il 

Washington Am Service J 

WASHINGTON — Scientists have discovered a way to* 
predict the eruptions of powerful solar magnetic storms , 

at Earth, giving civilization extra time to protect its growing^ 1 
networks erf communications, power and other electronic 
conveniences. j 

An mtfrnprtnnal team of scientists Tuesday reported their 
discovery that the appearance of a giant “S,' ’ etched in X-rays' 
in the son’s blazing halo, is a “reliable indicator” chat wittari 
days the area will blast a cloud of perhaps 10 billion tons or 
hot, electrically charged gas into space with the energy of .a 
billion megaions of TNT. - . ^ 

Aside from the potential practical benefits of me discovery, ' 
they said, the research also represents a significant advance irf[ 
understanding the workings of the star that sustains life on! 
Earth. 

Several times a day, in all directions, the sun shoots one of. 
these violent discharges from its outer halo, or corona. * 

These coronal mass ejections are the largest, most violent! 
explosions known on the sun’s surface (or anywhere in die solar J 
system) and yet have been observed only since the 1970s. ... | 
Perhaps one or two dozen tunes a year, a significant burst is ■ 
ajfiwri toward Earth, traveling at 1 million to 2 million miles! 
pea: hour. j 

The ejected clouds take two to four days to cross the 93-* 
mill i nn-mile distance between the sun and Earth. A protective! 
bubble created by Earth's magnetic field shields the planet* 
from most effects of ordinary solar storms. Hie impact’” , 
depends on the magnitude and velocity of the ejection, and the* 
character of the magnetic field it carries. A serious ejection' 
could damage satellites, disrupt global romnunacations and' 
cause power blackouts, as occurred in Quebec 10 years ago- 
this month, wheat the sun reached apeak of activity in its 1 1-; 
year cycle. The next such peak is next year. ‘ . 

With sufficient warning, satellite operators can turn off high! 
voltages on their craft to prevent them from self-destructing- 
when the overload hits, and utility companies can shut down! 
some of toe $ 10 million transformers in their power systems in? 
anticipation of the impending surge of DCcartem, according' 
to Gary Heckman, a senior forecaster at the Space Bn-! 
vironment Center in Boulder, Colorado. Space weather fore- 
casters generally try to monitor such storms as they leave the! 
sun. But, he said, they can provide an accurate forecast of the) 
impact only a half hour to an hour ahead of the storm’s arrival- 
at Earth. If tire new findings produce much earlier forecasts, he 1 
said, “ that will be very valuable.” ; 

Images from the satellite Yofakoh indicate that the same- 


form an “S” pattern (possibly a backward S, depending on the- 
hemisphere) up to 100,000 miles long over the sun’s sar-'. 
face. 

Each S is thought to be foe exposed edge of a twisted. three-". 
dimensional coil of magnetic field lines — a structure thatjfl 
resembles a gigantic Slinky toy. The telltale Skywriting — • 
which can be observed only from above Earth's interfering! 
atmosphere — is emitted in X-ray wavelengths by charged', 
particies trapped in the writhing field lines and glowing at* 
temperatures ranging up to several mfilion degrees. 


Correction 

A remark by General Wesley Clark, military commander of; 
NATO, was misconstrued in an article in Tuesday’s editions.! 
-iB-respans&to-a-questioa abwrtxopcenix-overAeieveljofi 
military spending. in Europe, General Clark said: "It is with 
some dismay that we continue tri hear reports of .countries 
persisting in catting military spading." ■*:*'* • 


Gore Presses for Air Passenger ‘Rights 5 


By Sarah Schafer 

Washington Post Service 

WASHINGTON — Vice President A1 Gore and Trans- 
portation Secretary Rodney Slater called Wednesday for 
legislation to outline new rights for airline passengers, and to 
increase resources to aid people treated unfairly by airlines. 

The proposal would require airlines to publicly disclose 
their policies on flight delays and cancellations; notify cus- 
tomers of lower-price ticket options; double the minimum 
payment to passengers for mishandled baggage to $2,500, and 
double the minimum compensation for being bumped off a 
flight to $800, according to a statement released Tuesday by 
the vice president’s office. 

The action follows the introduction of similar bills on 
Capitol Hill after a spate of passenger complaints earlier this 
year. 

In February, American Airlines customers faced cancel- 
lations and delays when toe company’s pilots struck by calling 
in sick. 

In January, thousands of airline passengers were forced to 
wait for several hours — many of them aboard stranded 
aircraft — as the airports dug out of a storm dial pummeled the 
Midwest 

The proposal expands on elements of the passenger “bill of 
rights" introduced by Representative Bud Shuster. Repub- 
lican of Pennsylvania ana chairman of the Committee on 
Transportation and Infrastructure. 

David Fuscus, spokesman for the Air Transport Asso- 
ciation, a Washington-based lobbying group for the major 
airlines, said his group would not comment on Mr. Gore’s 
proposal until they saw allthe derails. 

Some passenger-rights activists fear that the proposed bills 
will do nothing to address long-term problems. 

“They're frying to get at this problem indirectly instead of 
directly,” said David Stempler, president of the Air Travelers 
Association, a Washington-based group that represents pas- 
sengers . 

He noted, for example, that passengers paid little attention 
to the information airlines disseminate now. such as on-time 
records for various flights. 

■ A Call for New and Improved “Black Boxes" 

U.S. and Canadian safety investigators have recommended 
more sophisticated “black boxes" for all aircraft, citing 
several deadly crashes in which their investigations were 
hampered by lost data from inadequate recording devices. 
Reuters reported earlier this week. 

The U.S. Natipnal Transportation Safety Board said this 



4 Must Read Complimentary Report 


A Professional’s Guide to Currency 
Speculation and Risk Management 


This comprehensive report is mandatory 
reading for all investors. Complete with 
profitable, simple, fully disclosed trading 
Peter Catranis models, an 1 1 year track record and all 
G'ofcf.' o.iricncy price data for performance verification 


For rata Mid Our SwvteesGdMB Call ToB-Trac (Min) 


AaSnfia 1500125944 Bd&a* 0SGO15W0 fiwat 500181 
France 0800902245 Greece 0800119213013 Genet*, 88005206668 
OMgXmv 588907200 M 800M10402 /ad, 167875828 

Jape* 00531118809 Uaadvsrj 08004532 NtAaUndt 08000220657 
N. Zeabutd OM0441M0 Pertor gn l 0800811632 Sfrgapert 8001 202501 
Sjifiica 0800996337 Spate 900931007 Swttxerinad 0800897233 
That** 061IMS11421M13 VS* 8009845757 UK 0800966632 

US-To* +04M7M020 Fax *940376*025 em>Mpcfem»@pxMLnet 


Fo.-e* Capita) Management 
frci’li'iifTir in e-rjul i:.’.-:/ Cjs>i and Currency S/cfcc.-aac 


WEATHER 


week that all planes should eventually have at least a cockpit 
voice recorder that can run independently of normal aircraft 
power. 

Referred to as “black boxes" although painted orange for 
easy recovery, the recorders are a vital tool in uncovering the 
causes of accidents. 

Jim Hall, the safety board chairman, listed four major 
accidents since 1996 in which the recorders stopped pre- 
maturely, including the Swissair crash in September off the 
east coast of Canada. 

Both the voice and flight data recorders stopped nearly six 
minutes before Swissair Flight 1 1 1 plunged into the Atlantic 
Ocean in a crash that killed all 229 people on board. 

Mr. Hall also noted problems with black boxes in the 1996 
ValuJet crash in the Florida Everglades (111 killed), the TWA 
jumbo jet that exploded off New York that same year (230 
dead) and the SilkAir Boeing 737 that crashed in Indonesia in 
1997 ( 104 killed). 

The board recommended that the aviation agency require 
the retrofit after Jan. 1, 2005, of a cockpit voice recorder that 
is capable of recording the previous two hours of audio with an 
independent power source and providing 10 minutes of op- 
eration when normal power ceases. 

For aircraft made after Jaa 1,2003, he recommended fitting 
those planes with two combination voice-data recorders — 
one as dose to the cockpit as practical and the other in the back 
of the plane. 

The Canadian Transportation Safety Board, still deep in the 
probe of Swissair Flight 1 1 1. made a similar set of flight 
recorder recommendations to Transport Canada and European 
aviation regulators. 


TRAVEL UPDATE 
Day of Free French Museum Visits 

PARIS (AFP) — More than 700 museums will offer free 
admission Sunday in a campaign to welcome the spring and 
encourage the public to take advantage of France's cultural 
heritage. 

Most mascaras will display special exhibits or feature 
events linked to spring for the occasion. 

Visitors will be able to vote for the artwork they believe best 
reflects the season, with the 26 most-favored works to be 
featured in a catalogue. 

Aeroperu to Suspend All Flights 

UMA (AP) — The economically troubled Peruvian flag- 
ship airli n e. Aeroperu, has announced it will suspend all 
flights while it restructures its debt 

Aeroperu suspended international flights from Wednesday 
and the last domestic flight will be flown Sunday, Jan Al- 
brecht, the general manager, said. Passengers holding 
Aeroperu international tickets will be able to fly on Delta Air 
Lines or Aeromexico, he said. 

Brazil May Ban Alcohol on Flights 

RIO DE JANEIRO (AP) — Brazil's aviation authority may 
limit or ban in-flight alcohol to combat “air rage." officials 
said. 

Airline staff have reported several alcohol -related attacks by 
passengers, said Ronaldo Jenkings of the airline trade union. 

The Belgium-based airline City Bird said Wednesday that 
it had reached an accord with Lignes Aeriennes Coogolaises of 
the Democratic Republic of the Congo, under which it will 
operate flights between Europe and Kinshasa. (AP) 
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North America 
A *torm heading to the 
northeast out aTTues wflT 
spread a band of soaking 
rain front Ton to the Ten- 
fteaaee Valley. Cold air 
apiding southward out ol 
Canada will flow Into that 
Worm, leering » a band of 
heavy snow from the cen- 
tral Plate to tha Ohio Vat- 
by region. 


Europe 

Stormy across Scotland 
with soaking rain and 
suong, gusty winds Friday 
and Saturday, then some 
actnahins Sunday. London 
could abo have some rain 
Friday, but w* be odd end 
dry by Sunday. Vary rrtW 
early spring weather win 
continva In southeastern 
Europe through Sunday . 
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Asia 

Shower* In Beipng Friday, 
than dryandmfld with sun- 
shine. Sunny and mild tot 
Tokyo Friday, but a band 
of clouds and drenching 
rain will spread from die 
central coast of China to 
southeastern Japan by 
Sunday. Dry in India. 


Hmot 33777 

HoCNMHt -3VB6 

Manaoan 22/71 

Mm 31*8 

KncM 29*4 

K. Lunpur 3 a® 

K-Wniej SUBS 

W* 3WI. 

teMi 30*6 

PWwaiPaVt 34*3 

HIM 37*8 


Vtabm sans 


aarripc 2s»* 2a/7*jw» 
same 9W7 scnspB 
17*9 po *2899 2MB fC 
8148 b . 23 m «M8* 
3977c 28*4 a*7*rf 

10*1 ■ .31*8 IBM 
38791 33*1 3003/ a 

JSTOpc *1*8 24r»PH, 
.32/71 pc saw 2V75J. 
14*7* . ;S1*8 IMSi _ 
s*7S4b 3i*3 aamprf- 
27*01 3W9B 28f»ptff 
30*84 39100 3VKB 

-4/28 « ana awpe 

2644 a I3SJ IMS l 
2077* 31*8 2475/ 

isffisati am 30 Ml 

4*8 e V43 3*84 
ztnot moo zunpc 


Gi. FWUasn -024 

Soto WS7 

Stockholm -927 

Smews 1939 

Ta*m -4GS 

Me 14*7 

ie*b 

Vfema 12*9 


Mftfdfe East 

MtSS ZB/B7 "t 7*& * ” 

Bor* 17*2 llAzpc 

Cmro a/71 BMSa 

DaiaaKus 17*2 307 s 

Jonoa/om 10E1 4*9 • 

Luxor 28/84 MBs 

fkradfi zrrtn t7i«rpe 

Tuvan 20/68 11/52 pc 


IBM 11*24 
2973 SMS* 
81/70 4*8* 
17*8 4*9* 
31MB W48 * 
ZBtoZ 14167 pc 
17*8 04101 


co04 widow pasted by AecuW—awr, he. Otaae«hapa9iwwMc 
North America - - - 

Today Temenow Today 

Me U*W Wgl) LowW HlgD LbwW 

OF OF OF OP OF OF 

AnStoaqa 1*4 .328-11/13 an WnMpait 2*6 -7/20 o 

Mm 1039 3/874 '.2/63 041a Morml -4/23 -0M0 

Boson S37 -Wipe 408 -028a Hbumo 2B/79 17*2 pe 

Ctaago 937 -405 pc 3*7 -022* NawYorir 4*8 -2*8 pa 

W» 2WS8 12/63 c 17*2 8/481 Ort* rdo 34/76 11/52* 

Dwwar 7*44 4827a 0*3 -BQ2«i Phoenta 21/70 1U62pc 

Mol 4/39 -022 * 4*8 -034* Swi Fan 1E/ES . BMS*h 

I l nMWBB 24/75 18*4 pc 27*0 18*4 pa SM 1303 408 pc 

Howton til 78 l«1 po 30*8 13031 Torcrto -4/25 -77® C 

La*«mgW* 1fi*1 10*0 ah 20/88 SMBs VMnNr 8*8 JraSc 

Mari 27*0 17*2 a 28/78 17*2 pc 7*44 -1*1 * 


20/79 iani pc 

SMZ 14/67 pc 

Cmfctanea 18*1 948 pc 

27780 11*8 pc 
28 m 16*1 pc 
31*8 24/78 pc 
31*8 13® pc 
am 04i pc 

Latin America 

Bueno* Mas 34/75 12/33 > 
Cara 59*4 18*4 pe 
Um* 2WB4 22771 c 

■Mcotty 29*4 3MS« 
Rtodnlmte aim WTJ «b 
Swtarjo 38*7 14/57 « 


fern rt*2 pe 
2973 1955 po, 
14*7 7*44*1 
2984 iWae , 

aaaTiTHBK 
31*8 2073 po. 
31*9 1313 PC 
aim 11/BBpe 


2078 16*1 .*3 
28*4 IWFP- 
5984 2973c 
Z7rt» 11/5.1-' 
29784 24/75 r 
33919 11*2* 


. odouW- ch- ch cean, H w fc n ta cw , r-ndn. afrenow fcsriea. 




WEEKEND SKI REPORT 


Ooeenfa 


tt/70 ratnwi am .ton p»- 

34/78 18*1 pc '23/73 1082* 


Min. Asa Seetv Lest 
Ptodes Pt«tes State Snow 


Mb. tot atom Last 
Pfcrtes Piste Stole Soar 


Andorra 

Sakfeu 


tachgf 

Kftzbuhri 

Lech 

Mayrhotsn 

Otw/gu# 

Sod 


LaRa Louse 
Wdstlw 


ISO 380 Good 
7V 136 Good 
190 3Z5 Good 
10 202 Good 
110 3« Good 
80 2K Fair 


Qw> te era 

Oban Pa* 773 
Ctm 'Mi 70 
Own Pwdr BQ 
Hard VW S3 
Open Pvdr 7* 
Open Pedr 93 

Open Padr 713 


ISO 168 Good (ten Wr TO 
300 CO Good. Qpn Pxdr 80 


AJpe cfHuez 

190 350 Good 

Opm 

Vb 

B0 

Les Area 

107 3(5 Good 

Opan 

tedr 

&3 

Avonas 

300 33) Good 

Cte" 

Vsr 

an 

Chamonix 

1 30 320 Good 

0pm 

Mr 

60 

Courchevel 

183 300 Good 

Open 

Vtor 

eo 

Las Deux Alpes 150 300 Goad 

Open 

Vtor 

80 

Hairw 

190 510 Good 

<**n 

Vtor 

S3 

Megem 

125 300 Good 

Opm 

Vtor 

&I3 

MMmI 

130 are Good 

Opm 

Vtor 

80 

UPlagna 

235 320 Good 

Opm 

Vtor 

80 

St. Gervais 

MO 215 Good 

Opan 

Vtor 

sa 

SeraChavalter re re tor 

Opm 

Vtor 

w 

Times 

210 314 Good 

0pm 

Pwfr 

M 

Vai cHs&re 

135 310 Good 

Opm 

Vtor 

S3 

VaiThorens 

220 370 Good 

Opm 

tedr 

S3 

Germany 

Samesch 

» 135 Good 

Opan 

liar 

70 


«0% apt, goad, te ar 101a aoft 

Qraat taing «Mi pimy d amt 
M 9b opan. pm, ft {pod Mng 
totem more Mi «nw 
BM ding an the taper doges 
22S3 Ms tfwi te aater teng 
Gnd aMng in Sd VM aaa. H90 
tasopen 

Eater* dring to teh wow 


Eaterttegte iMlHcfw 
tSem hash anoe, good dteg 


tootefl ddhg. BOOS BB open 
tosfcrt OUg ftnKTod reran 
Mid atitePh w e «Oi pH won 
L ond te a 

<tfH— op m . ga g ai r teddhu 
GMsttgtaiftaiSItiw 
-tt® tea mid TMtec gnoO 
6B opm. ga* an pte 
7SBD Mb open H8i good taiag 
LW d gnat al*g atebia 
toy good on pb* *5*% 1021110 
Steopan 

Gm at cp. tom/ MogN *ft pm 
Raasonahia sting tngtfi nM 
water ditBitMtngtMarabsM 
<7151 MB opai MB party ol snow 
tote* (teg tacts Eagn KMy 
lagin 

Spar tsndabre, hid aid may 


SStan on gtoete 2230 Mb opei 


Bormio 

Oenrinia 


Courmayaur 

Lhrigno 

Sahre 

Monwy 

Geflo 


25 130 Good Hwd VW 8/3 

W 280 Sooci Qp« «b 89 

SD 120 Good Hud Mr 7/3 

80 250 Good Open Mr 813 

102 215 Good 0pm Wr 813 

a lio Fee ted Mr 7/3 


no no good opan vw 


Mmlttailiad 

Crans Montana 170 330 Good Open Mr 713 


16/17 Ha opan, toatt at atioda 
M Bb.apM. va8M **D a«. 
tro* cover . . *» 

Sood anm praaevad’ toy «oM 

Bi w bShpwbrtrtBB, 
8t Bbcpan. b*tord*rnmaa*. 


m Mb opm te i«M emsn 
and raBgw u nia d dopes " • 


3941 Ms open w9i «ry gw| 


Davos 
Ktostan 
Munan 
Sees Fee 

St Moritz 
Verbter 

Mtangan 

Zannaa 

UA 

ASpen 

SiBsKMvMge 


180 320 Good Opan Pedr 713 Lob at pm mow and P3ng 

130 300 Good Opan Pe* VS totent wtibm 

720 400 Good SOFT Heavy 90 Wry good amrmlqtegBttv' ■ 

120 370 Good Opan ted/ BI8 2383 Ra open Mfc mob taedte 

MngewlaU* » 

70 tao Good Cp8n Ur 63 MHsopwirihioow good ear. 

100 200 Good Open Pte 03 <30 CM* Mm tel port teg h 

nnaMvaoe . 

140 ISO Good Qwi Mr S3 2DMt*ep«tpiBr«cigwl4n» 

85 280 Good (ten Vtor 813 Exafcnt «hg.8a72 Mb open . 


ASpen 128 153 Good Opao Pw* 93 MptaanpaAgmUnKaanM 

SiBskMvMge 1S2 i» Good 0on Parir 8/a MBs opan Mb manse r- 

CiestadBiMts 135 l<5 Good tipn Pad- 93 MMtapan.Sanimr8»vr 

DowVafay 235 2X Oort Cpn Pedr w M fete wtf Bta-epwi tm 

greet tera 

Mammoth 360 4« Good opan Pad SO StmpttiainjinimuM x: 

Pa* City 230 237 Good Opm Pb* B3 tom jwwte.83SM tote <te° *» 

Va8 M2 185 Good Opel Pte 313 3000 Ktopei end gaod«T . 

WintarParit 753 200 Goad Opei' Pvdr « iafB4 tote apaiianitiaBWtj^ 

K^UI: 0k* b anon tear and wpartepaaHbv PMtekfHMbteptan- tos-Pite*"** 
tedngb resort Art. AteMsnm. StytMmtyteSaaiirfGtefti te te eaftteP * ■ 



PrinirJb-, .Vfusfaj UirenatiauL London. Hcgistered are newspaper at the past office. 





, :S j 


INTERNATIONAL HERALD TRIBUNE, THURSDAY* MARCH U, 1999 

~ THE AMERICAS 


PAGE 3 


trig House Speaker Is the Life of His Party 


By Juliet Eillperin 


Keqp Onr Majority political action 
committee. 


' -W&r- 


WASHINGTON ~ Since his 
etecdon as Home speaker, Repres- 
ortaJyeDennis Hastcrt (rf SSois 
bas begun offering industry lobby- 
lststfae^nd of drafthey Kte private 
©Kfiences during whixfo, ft* a price, 
cm voice their views on what 
lend of agenda foe 106th Congress 
should pursue. ■ 

J. 1 *** week, for instance, Mr ■ 
Bastert gathered for fund-raising 
meetings with accounting , execn- 

trvea, financial services rerncsen- 
tatives and the clients of the lob- 
tying firm Fierce & IsakoWhz, 
which iqimerh enm ^n i es in the 
tctecoanmimicatiops and fast food 
industries. In one week alone, the 
new speaker collected roughly 
$200,000 in oonixibutkas for his 


fanner speaker. Newt Gingrich of 
Georgia, , who iegolmjy sold out 
IatE© parly events in the hw»rfi«m 
wim his dectric vision of die Re- 
publican revolution. Mr. Hasten 
does notrival his predecessor, but he- 
is foaming an effective fund-raising 
machine by lauting a ready ear to 
lobbyists eager to get to know the 
new speaker. 

'‘Speaker Hasten has built up a 
great deal of goodwill and has a 
reputation among the business cotn- 
nunri ty. as a gct-it-done guy,'* said 
Scott Hatch, executive director of 
ihe National Republican Congres- 
sional Committee. “Prom health 
care to financial services modern- 
ization, the business co m m un ity 


likes Hasten because he's a hands- 
on kind of guy." 

4 But watchdog groups say Mr. 
Hasten'? tactics reflect what they 
mil the regrettable way things are 
done i n Washington. The legislative 
director of Common Cause, 
Meredith McGehee, calls it a “pay 
to play-system,' ' in which only in- 
fluential political activists have an 
opportunity to participate. 

“If you’re someone who’s a lob- 
byist or you can hire someone to do 
it, you get your chance to make your 
case," Ms. McGehee said, arguing 
that Mr. Hastezt should cast a wider 
set “If you happen to be like 99 
percent of the rest of us, you don't 
It’s unfortunate that he shows more 
interest in playing the game than 


because Mr. Hastert’s loyalists are 


. One Washington lobbyist said the 
fund-raisers were attracting a crowd 


role of speaker, while business ex- 
ecutives who are less familiar with 
him want to meet him and his senior 
aides. 

“They were very comfortable in 
the old layout of the House." said 
the lobbyist, who requested an- 
onymity. "They’re yearning to fed 
comfortable again.” 

Mr. Hastart, who has been a key 
player in fashioning Republican 
policies on health care and other 
issues of concern to business, is not 
exactly a fund-raising novice. As the 
Republican's chief deputy whip, he 
raised more than $1 milHnn for his 
own comfortable re-election bid last 
year, according to the Center for 
Responsive Politics. La 1997-98, fi- 
nance, insurance and real estate 
political action committees gave 


him more than $155,000, while 
health care groups donated nearly 
$103,000, the center repeated. 

This year, Mr. Hastert has tamed 
his attention to his leadership action 
committee, collecting $350,000 in 

two months, compared with 
$130,000 inall of 1997 and 1998. 
The money can be used to fund the 
campaigns of Republican House in- 
cumbents and challengers in the 
2000 elections. 

Mr. Hastert’s emerging fund- 
raising prowess was on mare public 
display recently at the Washington 
Hilton, as House Republican leaders 
presided over “Leadership 2000," 
the Republican congressional com- 
mittee's single largest event of the 
year. Organizers say they have 
already surpassed their food-raising 
target of $Z5 million by more than 
$13 million. 


Washington Is Snarled 
By Surprise Snowstorm 

Raders 

WASHINGTON — A surprise snowstorm that pounded 
the Mi dwest and then swqpt eastward to Woshrngtn n eaiwiwi 
at has t fbnr traffic deaths, closed schools and some offices - 
Wednesday and led to air and road chaos. 

■ ^P^ Tesidents dug out from nearly a foot (30 cen- 
timeters) of snow following the worst storm in foe area this 
winter and the heaviest sin gle snpw&Q a blizzard in 
1996. 


the Washington area in accidents resulting from the late 

winter Storm, Which cau ght mrn tt rrrty pwiiiirntg nfif- gnan rl as 

1 metoorofogjgte had predicted little more than a ligh t dusting 
of snow. 

The storm that began in foe Midwest earlier tins week 
stretched from Minnesota eastward across parts of Iowa, 
Wisconsin, Illinois, Indiana, Ohio, West Vir ginia and 
Pennsylvania before reaching Washington. ; 

Chicago continued to dig out from what was the second- 
heaviest snowstorm of the season for many cities in the 
Midwest - . 

Flight schedules at O’Hare International Airport were 
back to normal after more than half foe flights were canceled 
Tuesday because of near white-out conditions during the 
peak of the steam. 

"If there are going to be any delays today, it w31 be 
because of the weather on the East Coast,” a spokesperson 

r— .a a rx . j ? 


Tara Hamuton, a spokeswoman, for the Washington 
Airports Authority, saul delays and some fli g ht cancel- 
lations were expected at Reagan National Airport and 
Dulles International Airport 

Flights to the Midwest were hardest hit; Ms. Hamil ton 
said, adding that both of Washington ’sahports were likely 
to stay open. The heavy snowfoflcansedNational Airport to 
close briefly Tuesday. 

AtNational Airport, one of three nmways was operating 
Wednesday, while at Dulles, two of three were inuse. 

Schools across the Washington area were closed Wed- 
nesday, and federal employees were given the option to stay 


A jogger running by the Washington Monument as 
a heavy snowfall forced government offices to dose. 

home on unscheduled leave because of the bad weather. 

Most of tie dry's major roadways were cleared 
overnight, but many secondary roads were impassable. 

A spoke swoma n for the National Weather Service, Jaclrie 
Hale, said light flumes were expected to last throughout the 
morning but no more heavy snowfalls were likely. 
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Mrs. Dole Takes Step 
For White House Run 


The Associated Press 

DES MOINES, Iowa — Elizabeth Dole, the former Amer- 
ican Red Cross leader who has worked in the administrations 
of five presidents, announced Wednesday that she had formed 
an exploratory committee to lcam whether she could build 
enough support to make a run for die White House. 

Mrs. Dole, officially joining the ranks of Republican pres- 
idential hopefuls, said she had found "a great American 
yearning" that she hoped to fill with a campaign for the 
presidency. 

She strolled around a room filled with her support e rs in a 
style reminiscent of her speech daring foe 1996 Republican 
convention in San Diego as she listed her accom plishme nts, 

“What does a woman like me have to offer the country?” 
she asked and then listed what she said were 30-plus years of 
experience in public service. “Fm not a politician and, 
frankly, today foal may be a plus. ” 

“We must rekindle a spirit in our hearts, something very 
American, something still alive but buried beneath a thick- 
ening layer of skepticism and doubt,” Mrs. Dole said during 
her announcement before the cheering crowd of more than 400 
people. “We must renew faith in the goodness of our nation 
and a sense in ourselves that each one of ns can make a 
difference.” 

As she took the first step toward seeking the Republican 
presidential n ominati on, Mrs. Dole jpoin ted out her experience 
as a cabinet member, and she also tned to distance herself from 
potential rivals. 

- WTth her announcement, Mrs. Dole moves to the first tier of 
potential Republican contenders. Most polls have shown Mrs. 
Dole and Governor George Bush of Texas as the known 
potential Republican rivals. 

Mrs. Dole also began airing television commercials Wed- 
nesday that aides said would flesh out her themes. 

“Politics and foe politics of governing have become so 
negative, so paralyzed by special interests that as a people 
we’re beginning to lose faith in our own institutions,” she says 
in commerrials aired in Iowa and New Hampshire. 
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D BOGOTA — Marxist rebels in 
^Xtolombia have handed over Che body of 
a kidnapped Frenchman who apparently 
died of a heart attack on foe same day last 
week that three Americans were slain by 
rebels on foe boarder with Venezuela, an 
i nterna tional aid group' said. 

Clande Steimnentz, a geologist work- 
ing under contract for the British (til 
giant BP Amoco, was captured Nov. 23 

byth»Nali<»allJbeiatkmArmy,kiK)wn 

as BLN, near foe town cf AguazuL, in 
eastern Casanare Department 

The bodies of the force American 
activists, who bad been helping U’wa 
Tn rii ^ ns in a campaign to stop a U.S. 
multinational from milling for oil on 
tribal lands, were damped an the border 
fast Thursday. . 

Rebels handed over Mr. Stcwmentz s 
lym aiiM *q an official of foe In t e rnati onal 
Committee of foe Red Gross near BP 
Amoco’s Cusiana-Cupiaguaoil field. 

A Red Cross representative sakfc 
“We’re 100 percent sure this was foe 
artELN,” adding, “it seems M. Stetn- 
^mentz (Bed of a cardiac arrest cm foe night 
of March 4, but we’re not sore yet” 

A French diplomat at foe embassy in 
Bogoto said Mr. Steimnente was married 

and had two children, bat he did not 
know the victim’s bametown. 

“We’re very disturbed b y thi s act, 
ti»j dfpfrmmt said. “The circumstances 
of hisdeafo will be investigated because 
foe ttt .N had committed itself to guar- 
anteeing his security.” . 

The body had been flown back to 
Bogota by nightfall and was sent far 

Communist gu errillas ,, who oppose 
what they see as the exceaoveinyolve- 
ment of foreign 

Colombian energy mdnstq^ro^cly 
seize oil workers m the departmons icf 
Casanare and Aiauca. Thercbels use 

*Vfauge ransom payments to *£?ce*^ 
lo^-nmniug war to topple foe govern- 

“Colombia has one offoe bluest ab-_ 
docrion rates in the Wd, wrtfa about 


and its corporate involvement in 
marketing weapons promoted fix' 
their conceafabUity and lethality. 

‘ ‘I see an irony, if not hypocrisy, 
that someone who professes peace 
and says he’s completing Jesus’s 
work also manufactures for profit 
an hxqilement with no purpose oth- 
er than killing people/ 7 said Tom 
Diaz, author of “Making a 
Killing,” a new book critical offoe 
firearms -industry. “What’s foe 
message, turn foe other cheek, or 
lock and load?” 

Two years ago a demoralized 
British member wrote Mr. Moon 
saying he was quitting partly be- 
cause of foe church's involvement 
with Kahr Arms. “I might ask if 
you, as a founder of a religions 
oigamzatum which has ‘world 
peace’ as one of its goals, consider 
it appropriate to manufacture 
weapons tor sale on the mass mar- 
ket,' foe member wrote. 


Kahr markets a controversial 
type of small, six-inch-long (15 
centimeters) handgun, whose sales 
are surging. Guns that sire had 
been around for decades, but they 
could shoot only small bullets. 

Then in recent years, 31 states 
passed laws, promoted by the Na- 
tional Rifle Association, allowing 
people to cany concealed 
weapons. Moreover, in 1994 foe 
government banned manufacture 
of guns able to hold more than 10 
bullets. Unable to sell popular 
models shooting up to 21 bullets, 
the industry searched for new 
products to sell. 

Gun firms — with Kahr at the 
head of foe pack — responded to 
these changes by finding a new 
market niche to exploit: small but 
well-made pistols that fire eight or 
fewer relatively large 9mm and 
.40-caliber bullets. 

Emergency roam physicians 
blame foe spread in the fast decade 
of 9mm and .40-caliber guns for 


dramatic increases in more dev- 
astating and at times fatal gunshot 
wounds. The National Rifle As- 
sociation says the nation is safer 
because of the 2 percent or so of 
adults who always carry handguns, 
and it cites studies supporting that 
e-Inin) 

Kahr markets its guns for their 
concealability, among other things. 
Its K9 model is “the perfect pocket 
9mm,” says one ad. “No safeties 
to fumble with whea foe pressure is 
on.” 

Combat Handguns magazine 
praised Kahr pistols as 1 ‘made like 
a fine Swiss watch.” Soldier of 
Fortune said they “pass with flying 
colors’ ’ the key test of any handgnn 
their size: “close range, high 
stress, rapid-fire desperation 
shooting when all else has 
failed^ 

Kahr guns are used by scone po- 
lice officers as backup weapons 
bolstered on their anlcies and 
shoulders. They have not become 


say, because of foeirrefatively high 
cost — about $750 apiece — and 
because the firm is so new. 

Last month Kahr Anns bought 
into a legendarfly lethal product 
line by purchasing Auto-Ordnance 
Corp., of West Hurley, New York, 
foe maker of Thompson subma- 
chine guns. The company was 
founded in 1916 to develop a port- 
able machine gun that its inventors 
hoped would win Wodd War LThe 
“Trench Broom” arrived too fate 
for foe war but was snapped up by i 
gangsters like John DuQnger and 
Machine Gun Kelly. 

Now Kahr manufactures Auto- 
Ordnance’s line of semiautomatic 
weapons and is awaiting a federal 
license that will allow it to make the 
fully automatic machine guns race 
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US.’ and Colombian 
. . U J p«vnlnfionarY Armed 


Mam Odua/The Amewtat ha 

An Ecuadoran girl carrying a flower past a police line defending Hie presidential palace in Quito. 

ECUADOR: Anti- Government Strike Paralyzes Countiy 
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have said foe 
i found to haw been com- 


Continued EromPage 1 

has w(M30Dcd ■ here , aa foreign in- 
vestors have avoided Latin Amer- 
ica investments following tire 
January, collapse of foe cunency in 
Brazil, foe region’s hugest nation- 
Ecuador is also .dealing with foe 
e(roo(mife . havoc cawed by $2.6 
billion fo' damage from H 'Nfio 
storms aad\evur-hwrea: prices for 
crude oil, one of its major exports. 

Mr. Mahfoid, who Be gan his 
presidency vnfa highTma^^fter 


settling a long-running border dis- 
pute with neighboring Peru, has 
been criticized fortakingtoo long to 
unveil his new economic strategy. 
His advisers have said that ire wfl 
make tire plan public Thursday. 

The strikes Wednesday were not 
as severe as some had expected. 
Union officials were opt aWe tolure 
anything close to the 1 0,000 people 
they hoped for a demonstration in 
Quito against tire government. 

Still, there was trepUfation about 
Mr. Mahuad’s decision to use the 


military to control foe strike. In- 
deed, toe state of emergency gives 
the government broad powers to 
use foe armed forces to squelch free 
speech and demonstrations. 

But tire military issued a state- 
ment Tuesday night that implied 
that the state of emergency should 
not be read as an attempt to curb 
democratic expression. And Interi- 
or Minister^ Vfaduniro Alvarez said 
Wednesday that soldiers had orders 
not to use violence in dealing with 


One reason for the Unification ; 
Church’s expansion into foe gun 
business may be that Moon has 
often placed money in ventures in ! 
which his children have a personal ! 
interest He bought a Manhattan 
recording studio for a son who was 
a heavy-metal rock musician, and 
horse farms for two other children 
who rode on Korea’s Olympic 
equestrian teams. In the case of 
Kahr, the elder Moon was drawn to 
the gun industry by bis sons, who 
are avid firearms hobbyists, said 
nfl w former member. 

Justin Moon graduated magna 
enm laude from Harvard University 
with an economics degree in 1992. 
Then, on his father’s orders, he 
instituted a boardroom shake-up of 
foe church’s many firms, placing 
Moon relatives in the key positions, 
the former member said. Like his 
father, “the son was afraid when 
bis dad died, the members would 
betray the family,” the ex-member 
said. “He wanted eveaything in the 
family’s name.” 

Justin Moon then persuaded bis 
father to invest $5 muHou in Kahr, 
arguing that it would be a profitable 
venture, the ex-member said. The 
son, who has no engineering train- 
ing, has received five U.S. patents 
bared mi his claim that he invented 
key technical innovations embed- 
ded in Kahr’s guns. 

The parent company of Kahr 
Aims, Saeiio Inc., is an offshoot of 
a cluster of 15 or so other Moon- 
affiliated concerns, all called some 
variation of Saeiio and all in the 
machin e tool or car repair busi- 
ness. 


Internet address: 
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POLITICAL 


Warner Is Off to Running Start 

WASHINGTON — In an institution that runs on 
comity and tradition. Senator John Warner has mastered 
the art of fitting in. With his impeccably tailored suits, 
silver-gray hair and associations with Elizabeth Taylor 
and Barbara Walters, the gentleman from Virginia looks 
like the senator from central casting. 

But Mr. Warner’s back-slapping bonhomie has not 
always gotten him the respect that some colleagues say he 
really wants. As he assumes a leadership role as bead of 
the Armed Services Committee, taking foe reins from 
Senator Strom Thurmond, the 96-year-old South Car- 
olinian who stepped down as chairman in January, foe 
Republican is working to prove he is really up to foe 

t»gt. 

Mr. Warner has reorganized the panel, creating a 
subcommittee to focus on terrorism, chemical and biolog- 
ical weapons and cyberwarfare. By next month, it will 
have held nearly 50 hearings on subjects from recruiting 
to national missile defenses since he took over. (NYT) 

Republicans Unite on Budget 

WASHINGTON — Republicans have pledged support 
for the budget outline worked out last week by their 
leaders but acknowledged that turning foe plan into 
legislation would be fraught with political risks and 
dimculties- 

After briefings on the plan Tuesday, House and Senate 
Republicans said they expected to adopt a tax and spend- 
ing guideline in the next several weeks that would set 
aside all money generated by foe Social Security system, 
increase military and education spending and cut taxes. 

But they appear to have resigned themselves to ac- 
cepting a much small er tax cut for next year than they 
initially envisioned. (NYT) 


Quote/Unquote 


Representative Sandra Rodgers, a Democrat who rep- 
resents Hope, Arkansas, in foe state’s House, after foe 
defeat of her bill for a $500,000 plan to make im- 
provements at Bill Clinton’s boyhooa-bome-tumed-mn- 
seurn in Hope: “If they want President Clinton to know 
that they don’t support him, that's fine with me, I'll try to 
convey that message for him." (AP) 


Away From Politics 

•For the third time in its 96-year history, Crayola is 
changing the name of the color of a crayon. The company 
will accept suggestions for a new name for “indian red” 
over foe next three months. (AP) 

• A prisoner whose case inspired a Vatican plea that 
his life be spared was put to death for killing a prison 
guard (hiring a 1983 riot Roy Roberts, 46, was executed 
by injection Wednesday in Missouri. (AP) 

•The food supplement creatine, used by many athletes 
to increase strength, can also increase foe strength of 
patients with muscular dystrophy and other wasting dis- 
eases, researchers reported. (LAT) 

•Harvard University faculty voted to dismiss a student 
who had admitted to sexually assaulting a classmate. A 
lesser punishment of withdrawal was rejected. (AP) 



REPUBLIC OF CAPE VERDE 

Invitation for 
Expressions of Interest 

for Pre-qualification to acquire 51 % of foe shares of ELEC- 
TRA SARL for the production of Electricity and Desalinated 
Water and. Concession Contract for the distribution of elec- 
tricity, water and wastewater treatment facilities. 

The Government of Cape Verde (GOCV) has com- 
menced a privatisation programme to introduce private sec- 
tor participation in the electricity, water and wastewater 
sectors. As a part of this programme, the GOCV has begun 
the legal and regulatory reform of its electricity and water 
sectors, with foe objective of creating a transparent envi- 
ronment for the sustainable development of electricity and 
water supplies in all nine islands of Cape Verde. High pri- 
ority is being given to the attraction of private sector invest- 
ment and expertise in power generation and distribution on 
all islands, desalinated water production and distribution on 
four islands, and the operation of wastewater treatment 
facilities on two islands. 

The GOCV invites expressions of interest from strategic 
investors for the acquisition of 51% of the shares of 
ELECTRA’s production facilities, with a long-term conces- 
sion contract for the distribution networks of electricity and 
water services, to submit Pre-qualification Documents in 
order to be considered for selection as Pre-qualified 
Applicants. The Municipalities’ share ownership of ELEC- 
TRA is 12.3%. The GOCV will retain 100 shares and 
Golden share rights. The remaining shares will be offered 
for sale to employees of ELECTRA (5%) and approximate- 
ly 31.67% will be offered for later sale to the local public 
and Cape Verdean emigrants. Pre-quatified Applicants will 
be afforded foe opportunity to respond to a Request for 
Proposals (RFP) in respect of the sale of foe Government- 
owned shares (51%) in ELECTRA Applicants may be 
electricity and water utilities or consortia led by an elec- 
tricity utility. 

Interested parties may obtain a copy of the Pre-qualifica- 
tion Document by e-mail or down load from the Internet 
(www.cvprivatisation.org), or by written request to: 

Mr. Jos£ Goncalves, Administrator 
E- mail ; pare. adm@maiJ. cvtel ecom. cv 
programs de Apoio as Reformas Econdmicas 

Av. 01) A - CP 266-A 
Praia - Cape Verde Islands 
Phone:(238)62 33 80 
Fax: (238) 62 33 60 

The Pre-qualification Document most be accompanied by 
a bank draft payable to “Tesouro Publico” in the amount of 
20,000 Euros. The Pre-qualification Document will be due 
by 16:00 hours an Monday, March 29, 1999. Eligible bid- 
ders nay contact foe above address for clarification or any 
questions regarding foe Pre-qualification process. 
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Tibetans Prepare for a Future Without Dalai Lama 
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A Tibetan crying at a rally in 
New Delhi on Wednesday to 
mark the anniversary of the 
Chinese occupation of Tibet 


By Dexter Filfcins 

Los Angeles Times Service 

DHARAMSALA, Ma — As 
Tibetans gathered Wednesday in 
this remote Himalayan town to 
mark 40 years in exile, their quest 
to end die Chinese occupation of 
their homeland seemed bleaker 
than at any point in recent years- 

The Tibetan exiles, long re- 
garded as one of the most cohesive 
forces in world politics, are be- 
ginning to crack tmder the pres- 
sure of agrowing body of mostly 
young Tibetans who advocate 
confrontation with China. A re- 
ligious schism is also dividing the 
100,000-strong exile community 
and exposing it to exploitation by 
the Chinese- 

The Dalai Lama, recognized 
around (he world for his leader- 
ship of the Tibetan cause, appears 
increasingly unable to assure 
Tibetan exiles that his lamed 
* 'middle way" approach of com- 


promising with Chinese leaders 
will the occupation of Tibet 
rinring frig lifetime. A growing 
number of Tibetans are convinced 
that the Chinese strategy is to wait 
for the Dalai Lama to die and take 
the dream of Tibetan freedom with 
him to his grave. 

The rifts in the movement, com- 
bined with the Dalai Lama’s ad- 
vancing age — he is 67 — are 
forcing many Tibetans to confront 
a futur e without him and the pros- 
pect that a Tibet freed from 
Chinese domination is a fading 
dream. 

“Our greatest fear is what will 
happen to the Tibetan people if his 
holiness is not here,’’ said Sonam 
Dargyay, a repeater for the Voice 
of Tibet, which broadcasts news 
from India into Tibet. “If be dies, 
the movement may die, too.* * 

In a recent interview, the Dalai 
Lama acknowledged die disap- 
pointment of many Tibetans but 
said dissent was normal in a demo- 


cratic movement He reiterated his 
belief that the surest course for 
Tibetans was one of patience and 
compromise, and that confronta- 
tion would lead to disaster. 

“Than is growing frustration, 
but I have confidence that 
Tibetans will not resent to vio- 
lence,’* (he Dalai Lama said. *Tf 
that happens, many of oar genuine 
supporters — and much of what 
we nave worked for — will dis- 


The Dalai I-ama. chosen as the 
reincarnated Tibetan god-king at 
die age of two, still appears to 
command the loyalty ana vener- 
ation of most Tibetans. He appears 
in good health and shrugs off the 
question of his own passing, 
which would put the exile move- 
ment in the hands of another child. 
“After 1 die — this not my re- 
sponsibility," be said with a 
smile. “Let someone else worry 
about it" 

At the heart of the schism is the 


Perry Briefs Japan on Policy for North Korea 

Coordinating Strategy in Tokyo, He Is Reported Studying a 2-Track Approach 


Ctvpdft/ tr? Osr Sag From buptaeba 

TOKYO — William Perry, the 
U.S. policy coordinator on North 
Korea, met with top Japanese of- 
ficials Wednesday on the last day 
of a trip through Asia and said die 
officials want to “stand shoulder- 
to-shoulder" on a policy toward 
the Communist North. 

“1 do not need to explain to the 
people of Japan how seriously 
North Korea's nuclear weapons 
and ballistic missile programs 
threaten the U.S., Japan and the 
Republic of Korea,” Mr. Perry 
said after the meeting. 

Mr. Perry, the former U.S. de- 
fense secretary, will present a set 
of policy recommendations to 
President Bill Clinton this month. 

He briefed Prime Minister 
Keizo Qbuchi on a preliminary 
version of the report that was giv- 
en to Mr. Che ton last week and 
sought input from the Japanese 
leader before re taming to Wash- 
ington. 

He also held talks in Tokyo with 
Foreign Minister Masahiko Ko- 
mura; the chief cabinet secretary. 
Hiromu Nonaka, and Hosei No- 
rota, the bead of Japan’s Defense 
Agency. 

“I found that they have a sim- 


ilar assessment of the situation and 
of the need to stand shoulder-to- 
shoulder, as we devise a compre- 
hensive approach to the threats 
posed by North Korea," Mr. Perry 
said in a statement released by the 
U.S. Embassy in Tokyo. 

The statement did not provide 
de tails on the talks. 

Muneo Suzuki, deputy chief of 
the cabinet secretariat, said Mr. 
Obuchi expressed support for Mr. 
Perry’s proposals bat added that 
Japan soil needed to study them 
before issuing any formal re- 
sponse. 

Diplomats say Mr. Perry may 
be considering a two- track ap- 
proach to North Korea. The first 
track would be similar to one that 
President Kim Dae Jung of South 
Korea has promoted — offering 
North Korea a package of eco- 
nomic and political benefits if it 
curbs its missile and nuclear pro- 
grams. 

Benefits coakl include steps to- 
ward opening diplomatic ties be- 
tween Washington and Pyong- 
yang, easing U.S. trade sanctions 
and providing food and develop- 
ment aid for North Korea. 

If thatapproach foils, the United 
States would adopt a harsher con- 


tainment policy, possibly includ- 
ing a military blockade of die 
North, according to speculation 
among some officials and foreign 
policy analysts in SeouL 

Mr. Perry had visited Beijing 
and Taipei before heading to 
Sooth Korea, where he wound up 
two days of consultations in Seoul 
on Tuesday. 

The United States has 47,000 
troops in Japan and 37,000 in 
South Korea, its two key allies in 
Asia. 

His trip comes amid reports that 
U.S.-North Korean talks in New 
York had bogged down over 
Pyongyang's refusal to allow free 
access to a suspected nuclear 
weapons site in die Communist 
country. 

Any North Korean nuclear ac- 
tivity would violate a 1 994 agree- 
ment with the United States, under 
which Pyongyang promised to 
give up its suspected nuclear 
weapons program. 

Relations between Tokyo and 
Pyongyang suffered a blow in Au- 
gust, when North Korea fired a 
rocket across northern Japan. 
North Korea claimed it launched a 
satellite, but Japan maintains it 
was a test of a ballistic missile. 
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growing number of youngs Tibetans 
advocating a more confrontational 
approach toward the Chinese. 

The 15,000-member Tibetan 
Youth Congress has formally re- 
jected the Dalai Lama’s goal of 
securing an autonomous Tibetan 
state wi thin Ch in» and cafled for 
an independent Tibetan nation. 
The group has also refused to rule 
out the use of violence to achieve 
its ends. The new approach marks 
a shift among Tibetans, who have 
Jong regarded the leadership of the 
Dalai Lama as divine and beyond 
question. 

“Haw long can we go on like 
this?" Tseteu Norbu, president of 
(he Tibetan Youth Congress, 
asked recently. “If something 
doesn’t happen very soon, then the 
duty of Tibetans wUl be to fight for 
their country." 

The biggest break with the 
D alai Lama’s policy of peaceful 
resistance came last year, when a 
group of Tibetans went oa hunger 
strikes in New Delhi and captured 
worldwide attention. The hnnger 
strikes, which the Dalai Lama op- 
posed as a form of violence, ended 
when ■ Tbupten Ngodup, <$0, 
doused himself with kerosene and 
burned himself to death. The rest 
of the protesters were carted ofFby 
the police after 49 days. 

In January, about 60 young 
Tibetans rushed the gates of foe 
Chinese Embassy in New Delhi 
and burned a Chinese flag 
prompting a diplomatic protest in 
Beijing. Their leaders say they are 
planning more such actions and 
are quietly planning to resume the 
hunger strikes. 

The young Tibetans say they 
have been forced into a more ag- 
gressive approach by foe failure of 
the Dalai Lama’s nonviolent 
strategy. 





William Perry speaking Wed- 
nesday after talks in Tokyo. 

In recent days, Japan has moved 
to improve ties. Foreign Minister 
Komnra said Tokyo was eager to 
expand contacts with Pyongyang. 
Last weekend, a lawmaker of the 
governing Liberal Democratic 
Party headed to North Korea to 
discuss foe establishment of li- 
aison offices. (AP, Reuters, AFP) 


On foe 40th anniversary of his 
people’s exile, the Dalai Lama on 
Wednesday accused China of 
lacking die “political will and 
courage" to seek a compromise 
on autonomy for Tibet, The As- 
sociated Press reported. 

Meanwhile, Tibetan protesters 
in New Delhi burned 40 Chinese 
flags, lit firecrackers and burned 
an effigy representing President 
Jjapg Zemin of China. 

An estimated 5,000 people, 
many in traditional Tibetan dress, 
strode behind the Tibetan flag to- 
ward foe Indian Parliament build- 
ing, chanting slogans against what 
they call foe Chinese occupation 
of their Himalayan homeland. 


part* DWnaJ Urf . Wm , 

The Dalai t -ama blowing his nose as he presided over a 
ceremony in Dharamsala, India, on Wednesday to mark foe 
40th anniversary of the Chinese occupation of Tibet He has 
been suffering from pneumonia for the past two weeks. 

Indonesian Troops Kill 6 
As Riots Flare in Ambon 

The Associated Press 

JAKARTA — Soldiers fired on Christian and Muslim rioters in 
eastern Indonesia on Wednesday, killing at least six. people, foe 
official Antar a news agency reported. 1 

Tharinters had heea fighting eachotherwitfa h om e m a de bombs, 
knives and bows and arrows in Ambon city. 

Bullets hit the six victims in the head or chest. Four others were 
injured by arrows and seven by bomb fragments, the report added . 

The police said one man was stabbed to death and dozens of 
houses were burned in the town, where followers of the two 
religions had previously lived in peace for years. 

The fighting, which began in late January, has been fueled by 
figni g political and social tensions as Indonesia grapples with its 
worst economic crisis in 30 years. 

The latest fighting started early Wednesday in Ambon, 2^40 
kilometers (I/W0 miles) east of Jakarta, after similar violence had 
flared in other parts of foe city foe night before: 

a militar y officer said fighting began In four separate areas. He 

hnmhs went off in several places around the city, -i 

■ Ruling Party Names 5 Presidential Candidates 

The ruling Golkar party delayed naming its presidential can- 
didate Wednesday aim instead drew up a list of five possible 
contenders, Reuters reported. 

Apart from President BJ. Habibie, they include foe armed 

farces chkf. General Wiran to; the party chairmamAktrarTanjung, 
who also holds die powerful political post of state secretary, the top 

economics minister, Ginandjar Kaitasasmita, and the sultan of the 
Javanese city of Yogyakarta, a popular pro-reform figure. 
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Taleban Welcomes UN Plan to Return to Kabul 

Room cent of the country that the m ilitant ■ Afghan Foes Fighting 


Reuters 

KABUL — The Taleban movement 
said Wednesday that it welcomed a de- 
cision by foe United Nations to return 
international staff members to Afghan- 
istan after a seven-month absence. 

UN officials said Tuesday in New 
York that foe United Nations planned to 
announce this week a limited return of its 
international staff. 

The world body pulled aH of its in- 
ternariopal staff oat of Afritanisten after 
one member was killed following U.S. 
bombing raids in August 

Taleban officials reiterated earlier 
promises regarding the safety of both 
international and focal UN employees. 

During a meeting with a UN special 
envoy, Ijakdahr Brahma, two weeks 
ago, the Taleban announced safety guar- 
antees far UN employees in tbe.90 per- 


cent of tiie country that the militant 
Tgiamir, militia controls. 

The United Nations said that officials, 
focfridiqg humanitarian and hpman 
rights workers, were expected to go to 
Kabul in small numbers this month. 
They are to reassess the security situ- 
ation in June, before other employees are 
sect back. 

About 40 UN foreign staff members 
were pulled out of Afghanistan on Aug. 
22 affe Carmine CaJo, an Italian serving 
as a UN military adviser, was killed. 

The murder was seen as retaliation for 
the Aug. 20 U.S. missile raid on Afghan 
bases allegedly used by tire Sandi-boni 
suspected terrorist, Osama bin Laden. 
He has been indicted in the United States 
on charges of plotting the bombings of 
the U.S. embassies in Kenya and Tan- 
zania that killed more than 200 people. 


Fighting erupted Wednesday in Af- 
ghanistan’s central district of Yowka- 
lang between the Taleban and a rival 
faction, according to the Afghan Mamie 
Press, Agence France-Presse reported 
from Islamabad, Pakistan. a 
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after a series of clashes between the 
Taleban and the Shiite Muslim Hezb-i- 
Wahadar over the past few weeks. 

The report, which could not be in- 
dependently confirmed, said both sides 
were using heavy weapons in the battle, 
which erupted as Talebaa and oppo* 
sitton representatives were to bold peace 
talks in Turkmenistan. 

Yowkalang is in Bamian Province, 
which was taken by the Taleban ten 
Hezb-i-Wahadat last year. 
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Japanese Author Runs for Office 

TOKYO — A stannchly nationalistic Japanese novelist 
threw bis bat into foe ring on Wednesday to be governor of 


“If the leader of the nation’s capital says to the nation what . 
needs to be said, Japan itself will probably change," SbintarcJ 
Xshihaza, 66, said in announcing hxs candidacy for foe April 11 
race, according to the Japanese press. 

Mr. Ishfoara co-wrote “The Japan Thai Can Say No" in the 
early 1990s, sparking a sensation by caUing feu the country to 
take a more nationalistic stance in foreign policy. He is a 
former member of Parliament for the ruling Liberal Demo- 
cratic Party and afocmer transport minister. He previously ran 
for governor of Tokyo in 1975 and lost and is one of six 
candidates running tins year. ( Reuters ) 

China Seeks to Clean Up Courts 

BLUING — - China ’s most senior justice officials vowed 
Wednesday to press a campaign to purge corrupt judges and 
prosecutors from their ranks, saying clean courts were crucial 

to staving off social unrest 

Xiao Yang, the president of the Supreme People's Court, 
and Han Zhubin, the chief prosecutor, outlined crime- and 
corruption-busting plans for the year in separate 80-imnute 
speeches before foe national legislature. (API w 


Burma to Ask Manila for Help 

MANILA — Foreign Minister Win Anng of Burma will 
make & three-day visit to Manila to seek Philippine support 6* 
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In Salvador, 
Clinton Vows 


‘Fairness’ for 


Immigrants 


The Associated Press 

SAN SALVADOR — President Bill 
Clinton promised Wednesday *' ‘justice 
and fairness" for Central Americans un- 
. derU.S. immigration laws but Stood firm 
against illegal migration, saying it "un- 
. dermines the control of our borders." 

. In a speech to El Salvador’s iegis- 
fctti ve assembly, which aides billed as the 

3 'ece address of his four-day mar 
the region, Mr. Clinton lauded 
idor's rebirth from the bloody 
..political strife of the 1980s and pledged 
continued help to tbose still struggling to 
■ recover from Hurricane Mitch. 

And while he recognized economic 
need as the reason for emigration, Mr. 
Clinton defended U.S. immigration 
policy against the criticism of Salvador- 
- an lawmakers, who are pushing for spe- 
cial migratory status for the citizens of 
their country. 

. Mr. Clinton said illegal immigration 
‘punishes hard-wadring people who 
play by the rules and who wait their turn 
to corae to the United States.” But, noting 
that the past political strife bad colored 
U.S. policy, Mr. Clinton promised to 
■ work with Congress to develop “more 
. even-handed” immigration laws. 

“Our treatment of people from Cen- 
tral America should reflect what they 
. suffered rather than who caused the suf- 
fering, ’ ’ he said. ' ’This is wrong, and we 
should change it" 

Juan Ducn Martinez, president of the 
unicameral assembly, asked Mr. Clinton 
to impress upon Congress that Salvador- 
ans are fleeing joblessness and the rav- 
ages of the hurricane. 

Addressing the democratically elect- 
ed assembly in its main chamber, or Blue 
Room, Mr. Clinton also celebrated the 
transformation El Salvador has expe- 
rienced since a 1992 peace agreement 
And he noted U.S. exports had tripled 
since the civil wars of the 1980s ended. 

“Years ago. we learned that if Central 
America suffers, we suffer, too," Mr. 
Clinton said. “In the last 10 years, we 
have learned how very much we benefit 
when Central America prospers in 
peace.” 

A six-man honor guard stood at at- 
. tention next to the president daring his 
speech. At the end, Mr. Clinton received 
a standing ovation, and he paused to sign 
; the “gold book," which records every- 
one wbo has addressed the legislature. 

Later Wednesday , the third day of his 
trip, Mr. Clinton traveled to Guatemala, 
where peace is even mare recent An 
agreement in 1996 ended 36 years of 
civil war in which 200,000 Gua t emala n s 
died or disappeared. .[ 

At an afternoon roundtable with cit- 
izens at Guatemala City’s National 
Palace of Culture, Mr. Clinton risked 
' confronting Guatemalans' resentment 
over an official "truth commission” re- 
port last week that blamed the U.S.- 
! backed army and thedAfbrmany of the 
civil-war deaths and disappearances. 

Rather than apologize, as he did last 
year in Rwanda for U.S. negligence in 
' stopping genocide there, Mr. Clinton 
should offer Guatemalans "an uplifting 
! message," Foreign Minister Eduardo 
Stein Barillas advised. '‘There are so 
much more elements of hope and re- 
conciliation in Guatemala man senti- 
ments for revenge. * ' 

Mr, Clinton is seeking S956 million in 
, additional reconstruction aid for Central 
America. He has al^o asked Congress for 
enhanced, but limited, trade benefits, 
1 under the Caribbean Basin Initiative, for 
Central American and Caribbean nations 
trying to rebuild agriculture, industry 
and jobs after storms last autumn. 



AntRin^lMin 

RAILROAD COMPETITION — Filipinos waiting for more passengers Wednesday for one oF die foot- 
propelled carts that they push alongside trains in Manila. The fare is about 13 cents a ride for short distances. 


Austrian Gets Life for Racist Bombings 


Reuters 

VIENNA — An Austrian man was 
sentenced to life imprisonment Wed- 
nesday for a racist bombing campaign 
that killed four people and maimed sev- 
eral more. 

A court in the southern city of Graz 
found Franz Fuchs. 49. guiity on ail 
counts, including four murders and more 
than a dozen cases of causing grievous 
bodily barm with bombs, most of which 
were concealed in letters. 

The court deliberated for several 
hours before handing down die verdict at 
2:30 AM. local time in the absence of 
the defendant He bellowed racist slo- 
gans every time he appeared in the dock 
and had therefore been excluded from 
the courtroom for most of the monthlong 
trial. 

"Long live die Germanic people,” he 


shouted in the dock on Tuesday during a 
final attempt by the judge to have turn 
present for the proceedings. 

An unemployed technician whose let- 
ter bomb campaign terrorized Austria 
for four years, Mr. Fuchs was described 
by court psychiatrists as intelligent but a 
fanatic bent on violence. 

Mr. Fuchs, whose hands were blown 
off by a home-made bomb during his 
arrest in 1997, will serve his sentence in 
a prison for the mentally disturbed. It 
was not immediately known whether he 
planned to appeal. 

Mr. Fuchs claims to be a member of 
the obscure Bajuvarian Liberation 
Army, which be says wants to reunite 
German-speakuig peoples in Bavaria, 
the Alps and along the Danube within 
borders that existed between the sixth 
and 12th centuries. 



Palestinian Court Sentences 


A Security Officer to Death 


G*e>Brdbf Ov Stiff Fmm DisptHchn 

GAZA CITY — A Palestinian 
military court sentenced a security 
agent to death Wednesday for his 
involvement in the shoot-put 
lolling of an officer belonging to 
another agency. 

'At least two people were killed 
and four wounded Wednesday 
when Palestinian police opened fire 
on several hundred people protest- 
ing the verdict in die Yabneb 
refogee cang? near the southern Ga- 
za town of Rafah, witnesses said. 

The trial highlighted the dif- 
ficulties of reining in rival security 
branches that do not have clear 
mandates and illustrated the fric- 
tion between clan justice and the 
rule of Yasser Arafat’s Palestinian 
Authority. 


unexpected, although the dead 
man's family had demanded a 
death sentence. 

It was not clear when Mr. Attar 


was to be executed by firing squad, 
lence handed down ' 


As he was led away by police, 
1‘Tnereis 


P*fT7 N ui tM i n^Affntc France- Praac 

Mohammed Abu Shamallah, Ossama 
Abu Tahar and Raed Attar after their 
sentencing in Gaza City on Wednesday. 


Raed Anar, 2r> touted 
no justice in Palestine. This court 
decision has been fabricated.” 

About 100 members of Mr. At- 
tar's clan gathered outside the 
court, shouting “We want 
justice!” and "We will not allow 
this sentence to pass!" 

The severity of the sentence was 


but adeath sentence 
last month against a Palestinian, 
security official" was carried out 
within hours. r<s,, -‘ 

' The five-judge court also 
handed down long sentences to 
two of Mr. Attar’s colleagues for 
their role in the killing of Captain 
Rifat Joudeh, a member of the 
Preventive Security Service, in a 
shoot-out last month in the Gaza 
Strip town of Rafah. Captain 
Joudeh and his men were trying to 
arrest the three, all of whom were 
former members of the Islamic 
militant group Hamas who had 
joined a small band of former vi- 
gilantes, the Special Security Bu- 
reau, that is recognized by the Pal- 
estinian Authority. 

There are at least eight security 
agencies in the Palestinian Au- 
thority, and there appears to be 
little coordination among them; 


some agencies even seem unaware 
of others' existence. (AP. AFP) 


House Republicans Want Debate on Kosovo Force 


By Juliet Eilpezin 
and Helen Dewar 

Washington Post Service 


WASHINGTON — The Republican 
leadership of the House of Represen- 
tatives is pushing ahead with plans to 
hold a debate Thursday on deploying 
American troops to Kosovo, turning 
aside warnings from the White House 
that they could undermine peace talks in 
the B alkans . 

Senate Republicans are also expected 
to assert their claim to a say in the 
possible deployment of U.S. forces, 
though in a different manner. 


[The U.S. secretary of state, 
Madeleine Albright, on Wednesday 
urged Congress to delay the debate. Reu- 
ters reported. 

[“A congressional debate now, I as- 
sure you, would complicate our efforts to 
get Serbs and the Kosovo Albanians on 
board" for a peace deal, she told a con- 
gressional committee. A vote on the issue 
could be even more damaging because 
“it sends a totally wrong signal to Mi- 
losevic and to our NATO allies." Mrs. 
Albright said, referring to the president 
of Yugoslavia, Slobodan Milosevic.] 
With his party divided over the wis- 
dom of sending U.S. peacekeepers, the 


house speaker, Dennis Hasten, Repub- 
lican of Illinois, has decided to bring up 
a nonbinding resolution approving Pres- 
ident Bill Clinton's authority to deploy 
the troops. But Mr. Hasten will allow his 
colleagues to consider altering the mea- 
sure or killing it outright, and lawmakers 
of both parties say it is impossible to 
predict what will eventually pass. 

Such murky prospects have Clinton 
administration officials worried that 
Congress could undermine talks aimed 
at securing an international peace deal 
granting more autonomy to Kosovo, a 
province of Serbia Under a proposed 
deal, NATO would dispatch 28,000 


Cohen and Jordan King Discuss 


Use of Additional Military Aid 


The Associated Press 

AMMAN — Defense Secretary Wil- 
liam Cohen met Wednesday with the 
newly installed king of Jordan to discuss 
ways to convert a $200 million increase 
in U.S. military aid into stronger, more 
' mobile ground forces. 

Mr. Cohen visited King Abdullah at 
the hilltop Raghadan Palace in Amman. 
Later, he was to place a wreath at King 
Hussein’s grave site. 

Mr. Cohen arrived in Amman on 
■Wednesday after meeting in Kuwait 
with senior defense officials and the 
emir. Sh eikh Jaber al Ahmad as Sabah. 
Thai stop completed a six-nation tour of 
friendly Gulf sates. 

During their talks, Kuwaiti leaders 
and Mr, Cohen agreed to enhance mil- 
itary cooperation, including a regional 
shared early warning system for Gulf 
countries that would alert them to mis- 
siles fired from Iraq or Iran. 

Mr. Cohen was to travel on to Egypt 
l at er Wednesday and will complete his 


trip in Israel on Thursday. 

while Mr. Cohen spoke of warm re- 
lations during his Gulf tour, there ap- 
peared to a current of discomfort The 


only Arab official to appear with Mr. 
then 


Cohen and make a statement was the 
foreign minister of Qatar, who criticized 
U.S. strikes in the Iraqi no-flight zones. 

The Clinton administration is backing 
a sharp increase in military aid to Jordan. 
Previous proposed military aid to Jordan 
of $120 million over the next two years 
would nearly double to $220 under a 
plan under die first stages of congres- 
sional consideration. 

Of $300 million that President Bill 
Clinton proposed for Jordan over the next 
three years, in addition to other aid pack- 
ages, two-thirds would go to defense, 
according to a senior U.S. defense official 
who spoke on condition of anonymity. 

Jordan is trying to improve its ground 
forces by adding more mobile units to 
solve what Jordanian military command- 
ers regard as a border security problem. 


German Rail Review 
Follows 6 Accidents 


Ase/ire France-Presse 

BONN — The German railway 
company Deutsche Bahn an- 
nounced Wednesday a review of 
maintenance procedures after a 
series of train accidents. 

The head of Deutsche Bahn, Jo- 
hannes Ludewig, said after meeting 
with railway trade union represen- 
tatives in Frankfurt that job cuts 
were necessary to help the state- 
owned company remain competit- 
ive. But he agreed that the company 
would have to think twice before 
axing jobs linked to railway safety. 

Since the start of March there 
have been six accidents. In the 
latest, several cars transported by 
train caught fire Wednesday in 
southern Germany, 

A cable fire at the central train 
station in Cologne disrupted rail 
traffic Monday and two passenger 
trains collided Tuesday at Erfurt, 
injuring 13 people. 


Some Republicans plan to offer an 
[Thi 



Republicans Aim Salvo 
At Clinton’s China Policy 


amendment Thursday that would oppose 
sending peacekeepers. But Democrats 
plan to offer an amendment predicating 
the authority on a peace agreement. 


By Doyle McManus 

Los Angela Tuna Service 


WASHINGTON — Charges that a 
U.S. scientist gave nuclear secrets to 
China have prompted Republican lead- 
ers to step up criticism of the Clinton 
adminis tration’s ties to Beijing, an early 
barrage on what may become a major 
front m the new presidential campaign. 

Several Republican presidential can- 
didates denounced President Bill Clin- 
ton's policies on C hina as bankrupt, and 
pointed to the security issue as an ex- 
ample. “What the spy scandal under- 
scores is that this administration does not 
have a serious China policy,” said Mal- 
colm (Steve) Forbes Jr. "their policy is 
one of appeasement.” 

On Capitol HiU, Senator Trent Lott of 
Mississippi, the majority leader, accused 
the administration of inaction in the face 
of repeated leakage of secret technology 
to China. “We found out last year when 
the technology was transferred through 
American corporations; now we find 


era. “What I want to know is: 


But the court ruled that he acted alone, 
and prosecutors said the group existed 
only in his mind. 

Mr. Fuchs was arrested in bis home- 
town of Gralla, 240 kilometers (150 
miles) southwest of Vienna, when police 
were alerted by two women who said 
they thought they were being stalked. 

A search of his house turned up five 
pipe bombs and a booby-trapped device 
similar to one that killed four gypsies in 
1995 in the worst of his bomb attacks on 
foreigners, minority groups and those 
who support the integration of foreign- 
ers in Austria. 

His most prominent victim, Helmut 
Zilk, the former mayor of Vienna, told 
the court last month how a letter-bomb 
went off in his hands at home one 
December evening in 1993. He lost two 
fingers on his left hand. 


BRIEFLY 


troops, including 4,000 from the United 
States, to keep the peace. 

Clinton aides argue that the president 
does not need congressional authoriza- 
tion to commit U.S. troops as part of a 
NATO peace force. They say they are 
not opposed to a nonbinding resolution 
supporting the deployment, but they 
want it taken up after a Kosovo agree- 
ment has been reached. Even passage of 
the resolution, if it occurred after an 
acrimonious debate, would undercut the 
U.S. role, officials said 

But many lawmakers are still bitter 
that it has become politically impossible 
for them to cut off funding for troops 
already in the field. 

Addressing this point, the Senate ma- 
jority leader, Trent Lott, Republican of 
Mississippi, said T uesday that ‘ ‘ we need 
to raise these questions now,” before 
troops are introduced. 

“I don't think we should wait till the 
president presumes without congres- 
sional approval to put troops on the 

g round again,” Mr. Lott said. "Then 
ongress will be charged with not being 
supportive of our men and women in 
uniform, which is not fair." 

Senate Republicans are planning to 
express their dissatisfaction with the 
White House by inserting a provision 
into an emergency spending bill that 
would prevent the government from 
spending any money on military ac- 
tivities in Kosovo until the president 
submits a report to Congress addressing 
15 specific points about the mission. 

But the administration’s more imme- 
diate problem is in the House, where a 
sizable faction opposes any deployment 
and the new speaker has voiced frus- 
tration with the White House for its 
handling of the matter. 


6 Libyans Sentenced 
In Penis in Absentia 


PARIS — A special court Wed- 
nesday sentenced six suspected 
Libyan agents to life in prison for the 
midair bombing of a French airliner 
in which 170 people died in 1989. 

The seven judges handed down 
the verdict in the absence of the 
defendants, who would be allowed a 
new trial should they turn themselves 
in or be handed over by Libya. 

Among the six is Abdallah Sen- 
oussi, the 47-year-old brother-in- 
law of Colonel Mbammar GadhafL 
The DC- 10 UTA airliner exploded 
on .Sept. 19. 1989, over the Sahara 
dese^tj. Jyhiie’ on. a flight from 
Brazzaville. Republic of Congo, to 
Paris. (AFP) 


Kinshasa Expels 
British Diplomat 


KINSHASA, Democratic Re- 
public of the Congo — The gov- 
ernment expelled a British diplomat 
Wednesday, accusing him and five 
detained British and U.S. govern- 
ment officials of spying. 

Interior Minister Gaetan Kakudji 
said the unidentified diplomat, who 
was briefly detained Sunday, had 
been told to leave the country at 
once. 

four Briti^rtfficials and one U.S. 
official bad been detained at a mil- 
itary site in possession of maps. In 
London, the Foreign Office rejected 
the suggestion of spying. (Reuters) 


Prince Charles Stirs 
Argentine Anger 


BUENOS AIRES — Britain’s 
Prince Charles, on the second day of 
a visit aimed at improving ties with 
Argentina, found himself in a dip- 
lomatic minefield Wednesday over 
an apparent reference to the Falk- 
land Islands. 

Although Charles did not men- 
tion the islands by name, he told 
guests at a reception here Tuesday 
night that Argentina should coexist 
peacefully with "another, smaller 
democracy'’ off its coiaL 
Vice President Carlos Rockauf 
told a local radio station Wednesday 
that tire prince “took an intolerable 
attitude.” He said: "The islanders 
have no right to self-determination 
as the prince suggested in a typically 

(AFP) 


British trap.” 


Ruling Party Wins 
Easily in Antigua 


ST. JOHN’S, Antigua — Car 
horns blared and supporters jumped 
for joy as tire party that has dom- 
inated Antigua’s government for 
decades won a convincing election 
victory despite charges of corrup- 
tion. 

Prime Minister Lester Bird’s An- 
tigua Labor Party won 12 of 17 
parliamentary races in the election 
Tuesday, one more seat than it held 
in the previous government. 

Mr. Bird, 61, easily won re-elec- 
tion in his district by 1,704 votes ro 
983 for two challengers. The op- 
position United Progressive Party 
won four seals, down from six, and 
the Barbuda Democratic Movement 
held on to one seat 

Antigua's elections council had 
yet to release figures for total votes 
cast and vote percentages Wednes- 
day. (AP) 



security procedures in the weapons 

labs-” . : 

But Mr. Lott said a Senate inves- 
tigation beginning this week would fo- 
cus on why the administration took so 
long to address the security problems. 
And some Republican presidential*. 


this lax security," Mr. Lott told report- 

is: What 


actions are we going to take to stop this 
id net?” 


land of misconduct? 

In response. Vice President Al Gore, 
the Democratic front-runner in the 2000 
presidential race, said the alleged se- 
curity breach occurred during tire Re- 


"Tbai happened during tire previous 
administration," Mr. Gore said in an 
interview with CNN. "That happened 
back in tire 1980s. And as soon as tire 
investigation identified targets of that 
investigation, then the law enforcement 
community handled that very aggress- 
ively, and it resulted in a presidential 
directive that completely changed the 


hopefuls — Mr. Forbes, Senator JofaU. 
McCain of Arizona, former Vice Pres- 
ident Dan Quayle and the religious ac- 
tivist Gary Bauer — said they would 
press the breeder issue of China policy 
over the coming months. 

»* Phina is going to be a big issue in this 
campaign, including the primary cam- 
paign, ’ ’ said Robert Kagan, a Republican 
foreign policy specialist “It’s a cone 
grass-roots issue for Republicans. When 
a candidate goes before a conservative 
audience, China is an applause line.” 

The new questions on Chinese es- 
pionage end U.S. security stem from the 
case of Wen Ho Lee, a Taiwan-born 
scientist who was fired Monday from his 
job at the Los Alamos National Lab- 
oratory after he refused to answer ques- 
tions from the FBL The FBI was in- 
vestigating what officials describe as an 
unauthorized transfer to China of secret 
Hflta on making small nuclear warheads, 
information that could help Beijing build 
advanced multiple-w arfaead missiles. ^ 

But they echo earlier questions abotj 
unauthorized transfers of satellite tech- 
nology to China by Loral Carp., and 
form part of a broader Republican cri- 
tique of foe Clinton administration as too 
cozy with Beijing. 

"Today's headlines are proof that 
American policy on China is- failing on 
all fronts,” said Mr. Bauer, who has 
campaigned for a tougher U.S. policy on 
human rights in China. 

As an important side effect of the 
controversy. Republican support for 
China’s application to join the World 
Trade Organization — a goal of both 
Beijing and the Clinton administration 
— appears to be dimming. 

“when you look at foie overall situ- 
ation with China now. their trade 
policies, their human rights policies, as 
well as their use of technology that we 
are very much concerned about, I’m not 
prepared to go along with WTO for 
China at this point," Mr. Lot r said. ' 

The Clinton adminis tration has been,# 
negotiating with China over WTO mem- * 
bership, which would give Beijing easier 
access to world markets. Administration 
officials have said they are insisting that 
China meet stringent conditions and 
open its own mark et to others. China 
wanted a deal in time for Prime Minister 
Zhu Rongji's April visit to Washington, 
but U.S. officials said it was not clear 
Beijing would meet their conditions. 

The trade issue has divided Repub- 
licans. Business-oriented Republicans 
have favored aggressive efforts' to pro- M 
mote mofoffrade with Beijing; '’social * 
conservatives like Mr. Bauer and Mr. 
Forbes tiave argued that human rights 
should come first . 

Hie espionage issue has added n4* 
tional security to the mix, prompting 
senators like Mr. Lottand Mr. McCain to 
speak out A spokesman for Mr. Quayle 
said he plans to take up the issue in^a 
speech in Los Angeles axis month. 

The Republican front-runner, Gthj-jj 
ernor George Bush of Texas, has avokkxr 
taking positions on most national issues, 
saying he wants to concentrate on his jof) 
as governor until June. 

Other Republicans said they warn tp 
see where Mr. Bush comes out on the 
issue, since his father, former President 
George Bush, was a leading proponent 
of trade and engagement with China. .. 

Mr. Gore, in his CNN interview, de- 
fended the Clinton administration'^ 
policy: “China is the most populous 
country in the world. Its economy is 
growing, and its role in the world £ 
going -to continue to grow whether we 
want that or not” , 
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Denial on Leaks 






The Associated Press. 

WASHINGTON — Trying to blunt 
criticism from Congress, Energy Sec- 
retary Bill Richardson has insisted that 
there is "no evidence” of additions^ 
espionage activity in federal weaponsT 
laboratories, following a disclosure 
about warhead secrets leaked to .China. 

“With the measures in place and foe 
counterintelligence presence that we 
have at the late now, foe polygraphs, the 

increased scrutiny,” he said Tuesday, wp 

"believe the problem is addressed.” ' . 

Mr. Richardson said that counterin- 
telligence programs had been.- increased 
at tire labs and "there’s no evidence of 
any more cases.” 

Republican lawmakers on Tuesday 
questioned security at U.S. nuclear 
weapons laboratories and asked whether 
the Clinton administration's efforts to 
expand ties with China had delayed a 
spying investigation. 

The growing national security con- 
troversy erupted after the Energy De- 
partment dismissed a Chinese- Amen- A 
can weapons designer. Wen Ho Lee, 
foe Los Alamos National Laboratory, 
where he had been under FBI inves- 
tigation since 1996. 

■ 2 Indictments in Boston 










A federal grand jury has indicted two 
men on charges they tried to illegally 
export missile-guidance equipment to 
China, The Associated Press reported 
from Boston. 

Collin Xu, 33, also known as Collin 
Shu, a naturalized Canadian citizen who 
lives in Montreal, is accused of violating 
foe Anns Export Control Act, conspir- 
acy and money laundering. He faces up 
to 65 years in prison if convicted. 

Yi Yao, 33, of Beijing is also accused 
of violating the export act He could fo# 
up to 10 years in prison. -if 

The two men allegedly conspired^ 

a Massachusetts de- 

liver them to China. 
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Suspected Basque Leaders 
Arrested by Spanish Police 


ice. 


Ago** Francc-Pnssc 
' MADRID — The Spanish 
pressing a crackdown on fee Basque 
separatist group ETA, dismraded%n 
ETA amt and attested nine suspected 
®ftcr apprehending the 
group s military leader in Paris, the in- 
.ijtenon ministry said Wednesday. 

Die latest arrests, in and around the 
nctfmemcity of San Sebastian JateThes- 
_day, included two of the group’s most 
wanted members, Sergio PoIoEscobes 
and Kepa Etxebesmia Sagarzazu. 

The ministry said the two were ar- 


after an exchange of gunfire with the 
1 police in which no one was injured. 

The two are suspected members of the 
ETA’s Donosd unit, considered to 'be 
: one of the most ruthless and bm or- 
ganized groups in the organization. 

- The police blame the Donosti unit for 
the July 1997 abduction and murder of 
Miguel Angel BHanco, a popular young 
city councilor in the Basque city of Er- 
mua, whose death unleashed a wave of 
anti-ETA sentiment across Spain. 

Mr, Polo Escobes, an ETA member 
‘Since 1933, is a suspect in five murders 
and numerous bomb afford that injured 
many. 

Mr. Etxebezrua Sagarzazu is wanted 


< win the 1997 murder of a prison guard in 
-San Sebastian. 

Earlier Tuesday, tec group’s suspected 
liiitanj leader, Javier Arizenren Ruiz, 


one of Spam's most wanted men, was 
arrested in Paris along with five other 


r. Ruiz, also known as Kantanri, 
was seized along with five other sus- 


BRIEFLY 


French Papers 
Assail Verdict 

PARIS — Newspapers 
were heavily critical Wednes- 
day of the acquittal of former 
Prune Minister Laurent Fabi- 
ns and one of his ex-minis- 
ters, Georgina Dufbix, stem- 
ming from a 1980s scandal 
4/' over transfusions using blood 
contaminated with the vims 
that causes AIDS. 

The daily France-Soir 
complained, “After the class 
struggle, now the caste 
.struggle,’* reflecting a pop- 
ularly held view teal French 
politicians were a class above 
the law. Hie conservative Le 
Figaro said the verdict had 
opened another trial — “that 
' of unacceptable privileges” 

The censer-left daily Lib- 
eration wrote that the special 
court that reached the verdict 
“had condemned itself,” as 
its verdict “manured its 
make-up, and it will not sur- 
vive.” (Reuters) 

Beer Drinking 
tzFaUs in Germany 

BONN — Beer consump- 
tion m Germany fell. 2 9 per- 
cent last year, the government 
'said Wednesday. 

Experts say a more heallfr- 
' aware public, high unemploy- 
ment and a sl ugg ish economy 
account for years of declining 
beer sales. In Bavaria, home 
of the ap nna l Oktoberfestbeer 
"bash, consumption fell 5.7 
percent last year, according to 
Agriculture Ministry data. 

Germans recently sur- 
rendered world le adersh ip to 
the fy^hs in the category of 
highest beer coasumptianj^r 

Initial Deadline 
For Ulster Passes 

4 } 

BELFAST— The original 
deadline for a power-sharing 
government in Northern Ire- 
land came and went Wednes- 
day as the province’s main 
political rivals continued to 
' blame each other forfailing.to 
meet the target. _ 

On Monday, Britain set 

back until die Easter weekend 
the deadline for devolution of 
powers to a Belfast admm- 
isnation. The move gave the 
parties three more weeks to 
agree on paramilitary disarm- 
ament, the main issue block- 
ing fee formation of a gov- 
ernment. \Arr) 

$ A Greek Plan 
To Spur Births 

ATHENS — The Greek 

Orthodox CiuK* anoottO^ 
Wednesday a campaign tom- 

crease the birth rate among 
Greek Orthodox females Dear 
the Turkish border to con; ; 
front the Turkish 

The church, which is 

would subsidize a 
third child, vnflmM j 5 
available only toWjeshv 
I ing in northrastem Thrace, 


peeled ETA members in two separate 
operations. Four, iuchiriin g Arizeuren 
Ruiz, were arrested at ahoteL The others 
were seized at an apartment used by the 
group as a logistics base. 

The Interior Ministry said the Donosti 
unit had been under police surveillance 
for a long time, but that the Tuesday 
aeration was accelerated with die par- 
ticipation of the French police. 

Hie Basque region, which is mainly in 
Spain but straddles the border with 
southwestern France, is home to more 
than 1.25 million people of Basque eth- 
nicity who speak a unique «nd ancient 
language. 

ETA, whose initials stand for the 
Basque words feu- Basque Homeland and 
Liberty, waged a 30-year violent sep- 
aratist campaign in which nearly 1,000 
people died 

It pledged late last month to uphold an 
open-ended cease-fire that it had de- 
clared Sept. 18, but the Spanish gov- 
ernment, insisting that ETA was still a 
terrorist group, said the pledge contained 
“nothing new.” 

A government spokesman said the 
ETA statement was “aimed, at pleasing 
its grassroots, for internal consumption, 
and contains nothing new in terms of the 
situation.” 

“The ETA continues to be what it is: 
a terrorist group dial accepts neither 
democracy nor the will of the citizens,” 
he told the Spanish national radio. 

In its statement; the ETA praised (he 
“increasingly courageous" attitude of 
the Basque moderate nationalist • 
and the French Basque party At 
leen Batasuna. 



A relief crew paddling its way 
on Wednesday through the vil- 
lage of Mahon, northern Eng- 
land, where flood waters were 
stfll high after the River 
Derwent burst its banks. 


EU Commission Adopts Ethics Code 

Hoping to Survive Fraud Probe, Executive Tries to Rebuild Image 


By Barry James 

International Herald Tribune 


BRUSSELS — The European Com- 
mission, which is hoping for exoneration 
next week from an independent com- 
mittee investigating corruption allega- 
tions, has formally adopted a code of 
conduct for commissioners and their 
staff as part of efforts to rebuild its 
political credibility. 

The commission, the executive body 
of tbe 15- nation European Union, sur- 
vived a erasure motion in the European 
Parliament on Jan. 14, but the result was 
the appointment of the five-member 
committee, which is investigating 
charges of mismanagement, fraud and 


: committee is scheduled to deliver 
its report to tbe Parliament on Monday. 
The president of the commission, 
Jacques San ter, has said that if the report 
substantiates allegations against any of 
the 20 commissioners, those named will 
have to “accept die political consequen- 
ces,” which is presumed to mean resig- 
nation. 

True to its opaque nature, the com- 
mission published codes of conduct for 
the commissioners themselves and for the 
way die commissioners handle relation- 
ships between dteir private offices and 
their departments — but it left unpub- 
lished its document on how staff mem- 
bos ought to behave. A spokesman said 
that matter was still subject to consulta- 
tion wife representatives of the staff. 

The new code for commissioners re- 
ceived its first challenge even before it 
was published, when the commissioner 
in charge of h umani tarian affairs, Emma 


Bonino, revealed that she was a can- 
didate for the Italian presidency. 

A spokesman said that it was any- 
body's right to be a candidate for office 
and that Ms. Bonino had not breached 
the new requirement that political ac- 
tivity should not compromise a com- 
mission's “availability for service.” 
But the document also requires com- 
missioners to guard their independence 
by ruling out any hint of a conflict of 
interests. 

For the first time, the code of conduct 
specifically rules out the custom of com- 
missioners “parachuting” aides in their 
own private cabinets into senior com- 
mission posts when they leave office. 

For more than 40 years, the unelected 
co mmis sion, which initiates legislation 
and is the guardian of the EU ’s founding 
treaty, has operated with Olympian 
aloofness from the public. But the treat- 
ies of Maastricht and Amsterdam aug- 
mented tbe responsibilities of the Euro- 
pean Parliament, making the commis- 
sion answerable to the assembly and 
indirectly putting it at the mercy of 
powerful parliamentary political blocs. 

A senior official said one of Mr. 
Santer’s main concerns was to reform 
the commission and hand it over to his 
successor at the end of this year with its 
authority un diminished. He wanted to 
keep the commission from becoming a 
kind of secretariat for the Parliament, 
although some legislators clearly would 
like to move in this direction. 

The chances of the courtly and soft- 
spoken Mr. Santer winning another term 
are considered extremely remote, and 
loverarnents are searching for a can- 
idate to be named before tee end of the 


S 


German presidency of tbe EU in June. 
Although some names have been 
floated, such as Romano Prodi, a former 
prime minis ter of Italy, and Javier So- 
lans, tee secretary-general of the North 
Atlantic Treaty Organization, tee field 
appears to be wide open. 

Hie independent experts investigating 
tbe fraud allegations are Inga-Britt Ah- 
lenius, auditor-general of Sweden; Juan 
Antonio Carrillo Salcedo, a law pro- 
fessor at the University of Seville, Spain; 
Pierre Lelong of France and Andre Mid- 
delhoek of the Netherlands, two farmer 
members of the EU Court of Auditors, 
and Walter Van Gerven, a law professor 
at tbe University of Leuven, Belgium. 

If the investigation confirms allega- 
tions of misconduct, pressure is certain 
to mount in Parliament for the heads of at 
least some commissioners. - 

The official seen most at risk is former 
Prime Minis ter Edith Cresson of France, 
the commissioner for research and edu- 
cation. Irregularities have been identi- 
fied in tee Leonardo program, an edu- 
cational program operated on behalf of 
her department by an outside consulting 
company. She also gave temporary com- 
mission contracts to an acquaintance 
from the town where she formerly 
served as mayor. 

But Mrs. Cresson has steadfastly 
denied any wrongdoing. 

Mr. Santer claims to have cleaned up 
tee commission and says that cases of 
wrongdoing seized on by tee Parliament 
had been identified by an internal fraud 
unit set up under his direction. Several of 
those cases have been turned over to 
judicial authorities in Belgium and Lux- 
embourg. 
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Coddling Milosevic 


r '“If the Serbs, by virtue of their 
heavy armor and their artillery, start to 
engage in massive assaults upon in- 
nocent villagers, that would constitute 
a-violation of the agreement ... and that 
would prompt an attack by NATO 
forces,” said U.S. Defense Secretary 
William Cohen on March 1 . So now we 
know. It ’s O.K. for the Serbian dictator 
Slobodan Milosevic to violate the 
agreement he signed with NATO just a 
few months ago. It’s O.K. for his Ser- 
bian troops and police to engage in 
assaults upon innocent villagers, as 
they have been doing systematically 
fdr the past several weeks, and to send 
thousands more fleeing into the cold 
mountains. It's just not O.K. for those 
assaults to be “massive.” however 
NATO chooses to define that term. 

■ Thai Sir. Milosevic is out of com- 
pliance in Kosovo is beyond question. 
In the October agreement negotiated 
by special U.S. envoy Richard Hol- 
bfboke, Mr. Milosevic promised to free 
civilian prisoners, allow access to war 
crimes investigators, limit the number 
of troops and weapons in Kosovo and 
keep those confined to certain roads 
and areas. He is in violation of every 
single promise. More to the point, his 
troops once again are roaming freely 
through the countryside, using their 
heavy guns to shell villages, destroy 
homes and kill people. 

1 Ye* U.S. diplomacy has been di- 
rected primarily at the ethnic Albani- 
ans who comprise 90 percent of 
Kosovo's population and were not 
parties to die October agreement If 


they would just sign on to a proposed 
peace deal, U.S. diplomats keep tell- 
ing them, then NATO could begin 
pressing Mr. Milosevic in eamesL 
Well, of course they should sign on. 
But given the impunity with which 
Serbian forces have trashed the earlier 
NATO pact >t is not surprising if the 
Kosovo Liberation Army hesitates to 
give op its weapons, as U.S. officials 
are demanding. 

Now Mr. Holbrooke has returned to 
Belgrade for more talks with Mr. Mi- 
losevic. Since U.S. and European of- 
ficials have all but assured the dictator 
that he no longer need fear a bombing 
campaign, there is reason to wony that 
Mr. Holbrooke offers rewards instead 
— assurances of immunity from war 
crimes prosecution for wbat has taken 
place in Kosovo so far, a lifting of 
economic sanctions, perhaps an in- 
crease in the already too high number 
of troops Mr. Milosevic would be per- 
mitted to station in Kosovo. 

In the end, pressure on the Kosovars 
coupled with inducements to Mr. Mi- 
losevic may produce a temporary 
agreement It might even allow NATO 
leaders to assemble in Washington 
next month, as planned, to congratulate 
themselves on NATO’s 50th an- 
niversary. But if the agreement does 
not require Serbian forces to cease 
their campaign of terror and withdraw 
fully from Kosovo, it will not last long. 
And for NATO the first 50 years might 
also be the last at least as a credible 
organization. 

— THE WASHINGTON POST 


An Obligation to Italy 


-To many Americans, and probably 
mast Europeans, the acquittal of Cap- 
tain Richard Ashby by a military jury 
may seem a miscarriage of justice. 
Twenty innocent tourists died last year 
in the Italian Alps when his low-flying 
Marine Corps jet severed the cable of 
their ski gondola in the Italian moun- 
tains. But the evidence presented at 
his court-martial showed that many 
others in the Marine Corps chain of 
command shared the blame. That gave 
the jury reason not to bold him crim- 
inally responsible. 

• Captain Ashby and his crew were 
allowed to fly with unclear flight plans, 
out-of-date maps that did not show the 
cable line, faulty radar altimeters and 
poor communications with Air Force 
officers permanently assigned to the 
base at Aviano. Italy, where he and 
his crew were training. He may well 
have been flying his plane too low, too 
fast and in the wrong place, but the 
responsibility for those mistakes was ' 
not his atone.; -i-? 

That blurring of individual account- 
ability in no way diminishes the re- 


sponsibility of the U.S. military. 
Washington must generously com- 
pensate the victims' families. The Pen- 
tagon must also make sure that other 
pitots do not misinterpret the Ashby 
verdict as a license for the kind of 
indifference to safety roles portrayed 
in the trial testimony. 

The United States has repaid Italy 
for the $60,000 in compensation that 
Rome gave to each victim’ s family and 
has added a further $5,000 eacn for 
transportation and banal costs. Amer- 
ica has also agreed to pay up to 75 
percent of any further civil compen- 
sation later awarded by Italian courts 
for wrongful death. But such court 
judgments could take many years, and 
some of the victims' families have lost 
their main wage-earners and are in 
immediate need. President Bill Clinton 
rightly declared last week that America 
would “unambiguously shoulder the 
responsibility for what happened.” He 
Mould live up to those words by of- 
fering substantially mcrdaSedcompea- 
sation without delay. 

—THE NEW YORK TIMES. 


Yips, Toots, Burbles 


You are walking across a parking lot 
one day, minding your own business, 
when suddenly a parked car honks at 
y ou for no apparent reason. A minute 
Mr two later, another auto gives a 
cuhplc of electronic chirps, and then a 
third sounds a quick burst from a siren, 
while a three-and-a-half-ton sport util- 
ity vehicle trumpets a measure or two 
from “The Ride of the Valkyries.’' If 
none of this startles you, congratu- 
lations: You have adjusted success- 
fully to the new age,of annoying noises. 
For our part, we have a way to go yet. 

The disconcerting yips and toots 
coming from unoccupied motor ve- 
hicles are, of course, meant as reas- 
surance to drivers who, for some rea- 
son, prefer to lock their care by remote 
control as they walk toward the mall. 
But after several years we still have not 
got used to them. For many people, it is 
been even harder adjusting to the elec- 
tronic sounds of the telephone. Once, 
all phones simply rang; there was no 
confiising (heir sound with that of any- 
thing else in the house. Now they emit 
a wide variety of beeps and burbles that 
are virtually indistinguishable from 
those you might hear on television — a 
source of great agitation as you sit there 
w ondering whether the phone is sound- 
ing in Seinfeld’s apartment or yours. 

Of course, the noise could be coming 
from your microwave oven, too, or the 
electric iron, the carbon monoxide de- 
tector that goes off at regular intervals 
for no reason at ail. the alamo clock, the 
dSorbell, the security system, the In- 
ternet — or from something unknown 
and ominous embedded in the veiy 
infrastructure of your home. There is 


an incessant clamor for attention from 
all the devices that are supposed to be 
making your life easier. 

At the supermarket, where a chorus 
of beeps fills the air from a multitude of 
sources, die machine reading your cred- 
it card makes a timid little sound, trying 
to get you to say “yes" to something, 
and finally attracting your attention. 
“You’re really going to have to learn to 
speak up if you want to make it in this 
world,” you tell the inanimate thing, as 
the checkout lady gives you a look. 

— THE WASHINGTON POST. 

Other Comment 

Bringing Iraqis Together 

From testimony in Washington on 
Tuesday by Beth Jones, principal 
deputy assistant secretary of state for 
Near Eastern affairs, before the Senate 
Foreign Relations Committee: 

I actually believe that we are being 
very aggressive on the political side 
Iwith a view to removal of the Iraqi 
regime]. We are in very close touch 
with our colleagues in the Gulf and in 
Turkey. They tell us that they are com- 
pletely with us in the way that this is 
being pursued. I can’t tell you by what 
date a change may take place, but we 
are very encouraged. ... 

It’s a tremendous amount of talking, 
cajoling, meetings, traveling around to 
make sure we get the right people in the 
meetings, bringing Iraqis together who 
have not talked to each other for quite 
a long time, bringing Iraqis together 
who haven't worked together ... 

— The Washington Post. 



Now Stand Up to Beijing in the South China Sea 


T OKYO — China is using military 
muscle to extend its presence in the 
disputed Spratly Islands in the South 
China Sea. Japan and the United States 
should adopt a more robust policy of 
opposition to Chinese expansionism. 

The Chinese armed forces seized 
Mischief Reef in the Spratiys in 1995. 
Since then there have been repeated 
diplomatic dashes between China and 
(he Philippines, which also claims the 
reef. It is well within the Philippine 200 
nautical mile exclusive economic zone, 
but a long way from China. 

The Chinese military recently fin- 
ished building a wharf, four-storied per- 
manent structures, a helipad, gun em- 
placements and radar facilities on the 
reef. Although Manila warns that (hey 
could be the nucleus of a naval base, 
Beijing continues to claim that they are 
simply shelters for Chinese fishermen. 
About 70 percent of Japan’s oil 

K ss between Mischief Reef and the 
ppine island of Palawan. Yet 
China tries to deny that Japan is entitled 
to any interests in the South China Sea, 
because of Tokyo’s record of aggres- 
sion against other Asian nations before 
and during World War IL 
It is time for Japan to become less 


By Robyn JAm 


coy about asserting its interests in mari- 
time passage through the South China 
Sea. The way to deal with Beijing is 
vigorously to pursue Japanese in- 
terests, in the same way the Chinese 
pursue theirs. Kowtowing to China’s 
growing assertiveness will only en- 
courage more brazen behavior. 

In 1996, China pulled back from its 
probes toward the uiaoyu/Senkaku is- 
lands in the East China Sea, whose 
ownership is disputed between China 
and Japan. That was largely because 
Beijing struck the bedrock of the U.S.- 
Japanese alliance. Tokyo stood firm on 
its sovereignty rights. 

Still, China is skilled ar playing a 
weak hand, believing that time is on its 
side. In the South China Sea, Beijing's 
navy is no match for the U.S. fleet, let 
alone the combined maritime power of 
America and Japan. Bat China enjoys 
the advantages of proximity, and its 
maritime reach is growing. 

So far, China's tactics of intimida- 
tion and divide-and-rule have worked. 
The Philippines, Malaysia. Vietnam 
and Brunei, which are members of the 


Association of South East Asian Na- 
tions, have conflicting territorial claims 
in die Spratiys. They are unable to 
combine in defense of their interests. 

ASEAN's cohesion has been under- 
mined by fallout from the economic 
crisis in the region, which has slowed 
the upgrading of armed forces. Indone- 
sia, formerly a bulwark against Chinese 
strategic pressure in die South China 
Sea, is now weakened and distracted by 
serious domestic difficulties. 

In response to the latest Chinese 
provocation in the South China Sea, the 
United States has limply called on all 
sides to show restraint Washington is 
rightly worried that the Philippines is 
trying to embroil America in its ter- 
ritorial claims in the Spratiys. But the 
Clinton administration also harbors na- 
ive hopes that if it does not criticize 
China for building bases on territory 
that it does not own, China might be 
helpful in defusing the North Korean 
issue, which Washington regards as 
the roost serious security threat in the 
Asia-Pacific region. 

The United States says it has no 
interest in who owns the Spratiys, 
which encompass some valuable oil, 
gas and marine resources. But Wash- 


ington does have a vital interest in 
maintaining free passage through the 
Sooth China Sea, both on its own ac- 
count as a naval power and because of 
its responsibilities for the maritime se- 
curity of its Northeast Asian allies, 
Japan and South Korea. 

W ashing ton should offer die Phil- 
ippines surplus military aircraft and 
ships so that Manila can rebuild its 
decrepit armed forces. In return, the 
Philippine Senate shonld pass a Vis- 
iting Forces Agreement that would al- 
low the United States to exercise with 
Philippine forces. And the United 
Stales should call on China to dismantle 
its military facilities on Mischief Reef. 

Such moves would encourage others 
to resist Beijing's advance through the 
South China Sea. It might sharpen ten- 
sion between China on Che one side and 
the United States and Japan on the 
other. But it would do much to draw 
attention to the fact that China, not 
Japan, is the main security problem for 
East Aria, apart from North Korea. 

The writer, professor of intemazion- 
al relations at Hiroshima Shudo Uni- 
versity, contributed this comment to the 
International Herald Tribune. 


b 


It’s Time to Reassess the Nuclear Threat From a Militant China 


W ASHINGTON — Con- 
gress and the American 
pnblic have been confronted 
with revelations that the 
Chinese stole important nucle- 
ar secrets from U.S. nuclear 
weapons laboratories in the 
mid- 1980s. They may have ob- 
tained highly classified infor- 
mation that greatly assisted 
their development of warheads 
small enough to be launched 
accurately from a single mis- 
sile at multiple targets. 

This could well be one of the 
most serious security breaches 
in America’s history. Repre- 
sentatives Christopher Cox and 
Norm Dicks have pried the sub- 
ject open through a bipartisan 
select House committee report 
Presumably there will now 
be some accounting through 
the judicial system. The Clin- 
ton administration's handling 
of the discovery of this espi- 
onage also will be examined. 

But the immediate focus of 
the president and Congress 
must be the recognition that the 
United States may now be at 


By Richard Lugar 


significantly greater risk from 
a Chinese ballistic missile at- 
tack. This recognition must in- 
form the continuing debates 
about the efficacy of a strategic 
partnership with China. 

We Americans must reas- 
sess policies toward technolo- 
gy transfer and weapons pro- 
liferation. And if we determine 
that the Chinese missile threat 
will expand rapidly, we will 
have to rethink the premises on 
which our missile defense 
strategy is based, too. 

In recent years, many of our 
protests to the Chinese lead- 
ership have been directed at 
missile and other technologic- 
al transfers to third countries. 
We now know that our agenda 
should have paid at least as 
much attention to what China 
was doing to develop its own 
long-range missiles capable of 
delivering multiple payloads 
against American targets. 

Long before the Chinese 
prime minister arrives in 


Washington next month, we 
had best reach some conclu- 
sions on precisely what kind of 
relationship we should pursue 
with the Chinese. Decisions re- 
garding how to address China’s 
increasingly aggressive re- 
gional and nuclear posture will 
have to be made calmly but 
promptly. These decisions will 
not be easy or inexpensive. 

Past espionage cases sug- 
gest that the temptation will be 
strong to do almost everything 
else but reconsider our nation- 
al security posture. 

Lax security arrangements 
at our national laboratories 
have been debated for some 
time; charges about the theft of 
nuclear-related secrets go back 
to the 19S0s. The debates about 
how such thefts translated into 
Chinese military gains have 
gone on for many years. 

Further complicating mat- 
ters are the campaign abuses 
involving China that have been 
attributed to the White House. 


Some of those abuses involved 
extraordinarily bad judgment 
by the president himself. 

For several years Congress 
has witnessed the stonewalling 
of attempts to pry loose doc- 
uments and obtain the testi- 
mony of key participants in the 
scandal. Most Republican 
members of Congress discount 
the president's explanations of 
Chinese campaign contribu- 
tions, the merits of his admin- 
istration’s licensing practices 
for dual-use technology trans- 
fer to China and even the cred- 
ibility of his own policy pro- 
nouncements vis-4- vis China. 

It is imperative dial the ad- 
ministration not yield to its im- 
pulses to place damage control 
above all else. We must have 
debate on fThina < and 
etopment of a policy 
must be achieved in close con- 
sultation with Congress. 

The Clinton administration 
already had dug a very 
hole for itself on Capitol 
with respect to China. That 
hole just got wider and deeper. 


Congressional misunderstand- 
ing and distrust grew during 
the past weekend with suc- 
ceeding newspaper accounts 
suggesting that the adminis- 
tration failed to disclose ad- 
equately foe degree of nuclear 
peril from the Chinese. It will 
not be good enough for the 
administration to ask for con- 
gressional understanding on 
tins one; it will have to earn it 

The Cox committee has 
done an important service; 
well-researched and timely 
press accounts have informed 
the American people. Now his 
time for the president to step 
forward and give the people a 
“damage assessment ’ and to 
display strong and immediate 
leadership by laying out foe 
remedial measures necessary 
to restore our faith in the ad- 
ministration’s defense policy. 

The writer, the ranking Re- 
publican on the Foreign Re- 
lations Committee of the US. 
Senate, contributed this com- 
ment to The Washington Post. 






So the Chilean Socialist Has to Campaign on Wall Street ' 


N EW YORK — The can- 
didate came to foe voters 


By David J. Rothkopf 


last week. He was Ricardo La- 
gos, who is likely to be the next 
president of Chile. But the 
voters were not Chilean. 

Mr. Lagos, a minister in foe 
last two Chilean governments, 
was campaigning on Wall 
Street. A Socialist, he made 
sure to meet with George Soros, 
David Rockefeller. Steve For- 
bes and other members of foe 
American financial elite. 

Call it foe dual-constituency 
conundrum — foe dilemma 
faced today by many political 
leaders who must balance the 
demands of two diametrically 
opposed groups. 

One is foe voters who elect 
the government in a given 
country. The other consists of 
foe 30,000 or so traders and 
fund managers who conduct 
incessant instant referendums 


on die policies made by foe 
world’s governments. 

A political leader can have 
broad support at home and run 
afoul of the men and women 
who vote with their money. 
When investors pull their money 
out. local economies flounder, 
policies are derailed and support 
at home can erode quickly. 

This happens with dismaying 
frequency because Wall Street 
voters are not much interested 
in foe long-term well-being of 
the countries they judge. What 
they want to know is whether 
their money will grow now or in 
the cycles during which their 
bonuses are being calculated. 

It was Wall Street that drove 
tire IMF to focus on making 
countries creditworthy and pre- 
serving foe flow of payments to 
banks and other creditors. Who 


were those creditors? The cit- 
izens of Wall Street 

This presorts a candidate tike 
Mr. Lagos with a problem. He 
sees the value of sound fiscal 
policies, but he' is also aware 
that those policies may not 
dose foe gap between rich and 
poor as quickly as needed and 
can set buck social justice. 

This is why many of the poor 
in countries with emerging mar- 
kets blame foe IMF and Wail 
Street for economic policies 
that perpetuate the control of a 
tightly knit domestic elite. Its 
members are usually drawn 
from foe ranks of a few power- 
ful families, the inheritors of a 
postoolonial legacy or a handful 
of giant corporations. 

These jet-setting, English- 
speaking upper classes have 
been beneficiaries of globaliz- 


Just Vintage Milosevic in Bosnia 


N EW YORK — The ar- 
bitration decision on the 
fate of the Bosnian port town 
of Brcko. coming as it did in 
berween two rounds of nego- 
tiations on the fate of foe Ser- 
bian province of Kosovo, 
would seem yet another Bal- 
kan matter. In fact it is part of 
the same old Balkan matter: 
the ongoing confrontation be- 
tween the international com- 
munity, which fries to bring . Carlos 
peac 

Yugoslav President Slobodan 
Milosevic, who tries to carve 
out a Greater Serbia by wag- 
ing wars in foe Balkans. 

Mr. Milosevic's project is 
beaded instead toward a Smal- 
ler Serbia. But foe credibility 
of foe West does not escape 
u n scathed, as one deadly 
threat after another turns out 
to be mere finger wagging. 

The decision announced on 
Friday ends Bosnian Sorb 
control of Brcko and gives the 
town the status of condomin- 
ium, a “district” to be gov- 
erned by all three Bosnian eth- 
nic groups. This could partly 
and belatedly compensate for 
Serb-inflicted ethnic cleans- 
ing. and perhaps permit real 
multiethnicity on foe ground. 

Postponed twice, in 1997 
and 1998, the arbitration de- 
cision by foe American dip- 
lomat Roberts Owen will be 
all the harder to apply because 
during the last four years Bos- 
nian Serbs have grown accus- 
tomed to running foe place. 

Miiorad Dodik, their acting 
prime minister, threatened of- 


By Anna Hosarska 


ten that if Brcko were not 
awarded to Republika Srpska 
he would resign. On Friday, 
after foe arbitration decision 
was made public, he declared 
that he was resigning. 

Also on Friday, the inter- 
national peace coordinator in 
Bosnia, foe Spanish diplomat 
Westendotp, dis- 
e to foe Balkans, and missed the Republika Srpska 
president, Nikola Poplasen, 
for repeatedly failing to im- 
plement the Dayton agree- 
ment. 11115 was the culmin- 
ation of a stalemate over the 
appointment of a prime min- 
ister that has dragged on since 
foe elections last September. 

Mr. Poplasen refused to 
nominate the Western-sup- 
ported Mr. Dodik for the job, 
and nobody else had sufficient 
votes to be confirmed by the 
Srpska Parliament. 

Mr. Poplasen has well- 
placed friends in Serbia. He is 
a close ally of Vojislav Se&elj. 
who heads the Radical Party 
and is a coalition partner of 
Mr. Milosevic's. No doubt 
that as he upped the ante in his 
confrontation with Mr. Dodik. 
Mr. Poplasen had the approval 
of his mentors in Belgrade. 

This is vintage Milosevic: 
Create a new problem over the 
Brcko arbitration and induce a 
power vacuum in Republika 
Srpska’s 


rpska's capital, Banja Luka, 
so as to distract the interna- 
tional community from an old 
problem, the Kosovo standoff. 


Mr. Poplasen is defying his 
dismissal by Mr. Westendorp. 
Mr. Dodik indicates that be 
will change his mind about 
resigning once things cool off. 
The present upshot is danger- 
ous turbulence, with many 
Bosnian Serb officials threat- 
ening to boycott the common 
multiethnic institutions. 

On Friday a Bosnian Serb 
was killed in a confrontation 
with foe NATO-led stabiliz- 
ation force. Orchestrated and 
spontaneous demonstrations 
are likely. But foe internation- 
al community has 32,000 
armed troops in Bosnia, and 
they are supposedly able to 
control angry crowds. 

The arbitration and the 
sacking of the president were 
simply necessary if Bosnia is 
ever going to live up to the 
multiethnicity prescribed in 
the Dayton agreement. 

Both decisions were nec- 
essary, too, as part of foe wider 
confrontation with Mr. Milo- 
sevic. If the Kosovo Albanians 
are to have any faith in the 
Contact Group’s NATO-sup- 
ported Rambouillet accord, 
then at least a few elements of 
the Dayton accord must be im- 
plemented, if only to show that 
sometimes foe international 
community really means it 
when it threatens Serbs who 
break their promises. 

The writer is a fellow at 
the Media Studies Center in 
New York. She contributed 
this comment to the Interna- 
tional Herald Tribune. 


" ation and the principal clients of 
the financial community. They 
are all for market liberalization 
— until it starts to threaten their 
interests and the elitist class. 

Together, Wall Street and foe 
local oligarchy form a powerful 
political force. And politicians 
of every stripe must adjust their 
campaigns accordingly. 

Even Hugo Chavez, foe 
former populist coup leader 
who was elected president of 
Venezuela in December, felt 
compelled to do video linkups 
with Wall Street honchos dur- 
ing the meeting of the IMF and 
the World Bank in Washington 
last fall. Speaking to a domestic 
audience, be had called for a 
moratorium on paying foreign 
debts. But speaking via satellite 
to Wall Street, he said he would 
actually be more responsible. 

Mr. Ch&vez recently canceled 
two trips to New York because 
he had no concrete, credible 
economic plan to offer Wall 
Street He may have feared that 
tough questioning from foe fi- 
nancial community could lead to 
further damage to an economy 
suffering from depressed inter- 
national oil markets. 

In country after country, once 
it becomes clear that broad seg- 
ments of foe public are frus- 
trated with new economic 
policies, populists can turn that 
dissatisfaction to their advan- 
tage. Governments are then 
tagged in two directions and 
have no easy mechanism for 
resolving this tension. A back- 
lash against globalization and 
liberalization is now occurring 
in Brazil, Russia and Malaysia. 


it is clear that opening up 
markets is not enough for foesel 
countries. The new policies; 
must also lead to a more equit- 
able distribution of wealth.' 
Since governments can’tdo tins< 
very well, foe market must. y 
So foe stranglehold of elites^ 
on these markets must be bro-« 


cultivated and educated so tbaf 1 
capital is attracted to foe quality J 
and not just the price of labor. rJ 

The trick is wiring together^ 
nations of learners ana teachers^ 
as well as we have wired to-*-* 
gefoer a globe of traders. This* 0 
may mean accepting slightly 13 
slower growth now to nave?' 1 
steadier and more equitable 
growth in foe long term. ^ 
For the leaders of emerging'? 
countries, foe dual-cons titu-J 
ency challenge can be a forced 
for balance. It can lead to great-*! 
er worldwide prosperity an&n 
stability. But it can also cause 
swings from one extreme to*' 
another, leading to isolation^ 
resentment and instability. ■ i n 
A farsighted leader like Ri*u 
cardo Lagos will try to strike ai* 
balance that takes advantage of o 
foe opportunities created by th»c 
situation. Wall Street “voters’’ 'p 
need to realize that it is in foeurq 
interest to support policies that- 1 
are both politically and eco- 
nomically sustainable in the -I 
countries where they invest. . 


! I 
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The writer, a former Com-c, 
metre Department official in'* 
the Clinton administration, iss, 
president of an international a 
advisory firm. He contributed e 
this to The New York Times. . ■' 


IN OUR PAGES: 100, 75 AND 50 YEARS AGO 
1899: Modem Painters 1924: Radio Polls 


PARK — It is not easy to clas- 
sify the painters who opened an 
exhibition. They ought be 
classed as independents, globa- 
lists, symphomsts. impression- 
ists, or any other ‘Mas/’ or even 
“frimisces,” if the known 
names of some of them didn’t 
preclude, foe idea. One cannot 
help laughing at M. Pierre 
Bonnard’s “Enfants au Jar- 
din,” which look like embryos 
preserved in spirits; or the re- 
miniscences of Indian pre- 
Raphaelites of which M. bun- 
rice Denis’ “Annunciation” is 


NEW YORK— Radio was giv- . 
en a new and important use on a A 
large scale, when foe first wire- 
less polls took place. Following 1 
a debate broadcasted by station ; 
WJ.Z. on prohibition, listeners- • 
in were requested to voice their " 
opinion. The station received > 
40,000 telegrams with the wets - 
winning by a majority of 3-1- • " 

1949: Benelux Test 

THE HAGUE — Premier Dr. v 
Willem Drees warned that foe .. 
world looks to Benelux as “foe 



hV 


a caricature; or foe landscapes test of western European eco- * 
by M. Petitjean Signac, wherein nomic co-operation, as be.', 
exaggeration is carried to foe opened a meeting of minis ters- 


extreme of dotting the canvas all 
over with spots of foe most im- 
probable colors, producing the 
effect of a mosaic of Mid-Lent 
confetti. One wonders, after 
seeing foe exhibition, whether it 
is not a wager, or a challenge to 
good taste and common-sense. 


from foe Netherlands, Belgium ' ' 
and Luxembourg to make de-' 
cisioas on an economic anion. M 
“There is no real economic tm-. f 
ion yet,” the’ Prime Minister n 
said, “The great step, the'- 
achievement of mutual free 1 ' 
trade,” stai has to betaken- 


ft'. 
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inhere Is America’s Feel 
For Its Role in the World? 

• i • ■ ■ . . 

; By Richard Reeves 

jN tokS Ac honr more flan to mandated Bnut 

Cops? ,, Presid at an altitude of less than 400 feet 
D^ J d D S^SSJE?? ,cd > P (about 120 metcxs),wfaicfiisI^00 
harial Nehru of ^etbetowns flight planlimjt,and 

*5°* *•«»■ of aski gondola: 
wvnmu answered — that has been strung across the 

leam a 101 iff** ** more ^ 3t > y* 5 ® 5 ' 

Thr Twenty petmle in the cable car, all 

te^^^ T ^ I ^ aiI1,lsed: Europ^T^ngetoflidrdeadis. 

ButMM& «J5^K ano i mt toteS 

B^^N^uwas nght,and*e “Blame America Rrat” to 

4 ^ s* 10 ^ « outraged when 

SSSLnSFrf ^ Marines find -that the pilot 

thousands of Americans abroad did nothing wrong? 

******* 10 . ■ How&welS; to an ordinary 
ao- Scot who works in a factory 
80(1 nuikin B cashmere sweaters? The 
‘ttSy!?i ST 0 / e 1 m ^ ar_ off places. United Slates is imposing tariffs 
a.nSS?*^ 6 ****** of more than 100 percent on 
eno^ofm^ and there seem to such products because Europeans 

SiVS^S C ^- yCar ' 1 6t L* ot are not haying enough AmaiMn 
only Peace Corps volunteers. I bananas. 
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A Nation Sorely Needed 
This Designated Hero 


By Bob Herbert 
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OsheseT 
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or mterestedm seeing the world as 

others see it, or seeing themselves 

as others see them. 

- The U.S. government, busi- 
nesses and news aiganizaticais are 
sending fewer and fewer people 
abroad. Some of that is plain and 
simple economics. S ending 
fccople to other countries costs. 
Ahare than hiring locals (or elim- 
inating jobs) now that Americans 
can more or less run the global, 
digitally connected economy 
from Washington and New.Yrak 

The more military 
and financial power 
it accumulates^ the 
' less judicious and 
careful it seems to 
be in using it 


— or from Moscow, Idaho, cm* 
Paris, Virginia, for that matter. 

America is on a rolL America 
is losing it 

Those statements may seem 
contradictory, but I do not think 
|they are. The more power — 
'militaty and financial — drat 
we Americans accumulate, dtp 
less judicious or careful we seem 
to be in using it. 

How do we look to an onhnary 
Italian? A U.S. Marine Corps jet 
based on Italian sail flies into a 
valley on a clear day at 624 miles 
per hour (about 1,000 kflometexs 
per hour), more than 100 nules per 


porid and . making cashmere sweaters? The 
F places. United States is imposing tariffs 
are not of more than 100 percent cm 
e seem to such products because Europeans 
not mean are not haying ennngh Ai ro -rraan 
mteers. I bananas. 

apableof You thought Americans did not 

: world as grow bananas? We don’t — at 
emselves home. BnttheU.S. government is 
charging die British and French 
at, bnsi- governments with rising trade 
toons are . rules. to buy, bananas from their 
x people one-time Caribbean colonies 
plain and rather than from U.S.-owned 
Sending companies in Central America, 
ies costs. Is this fight necessary? 

(or dim- That is to say nothing about 
mericans how we Americans look- to or- 
c global, dinary Iraqis as the bombs fall and 
economy the missiles fly day after day, be- 
ew.Yotk cause our planes are flying over 
___ their countiy and, we say, their air 
defense radars are locking onto 
*y those planes. We do not like your 
fnupw- leader, we bomb you. What will 
ordinary Serbs say when Amer- 
the icans and our friends march in as 
I part of our make-peace-or-we’U- 
w Irill-yon foreign policy? 

Iq I am not saying that we are 

wrong in all or any of these situ- 
ations. But we are throwing our 

weight around these days became 

we have the power, and the ig- 
daho, or norance, to do so. 
latter. We should, not kid our sanc- 
America dmomous selves, however, that 
our illusions ™ke what we do 
ty seem right or sensible, 
tot think Basically, we are demanding 
iwex — • that toe weald do it onr way — or 
— tint else, ff that is what being the 
Sale, the “world’s only superpower” . is 
we seem going to mean, perhaps we should 
leam a touch more about the lives 
ordinary of Tnrtian villagers and European 
forpsjet factory workers and Italian skiers 
s into a before we send out die commands 
24 miles that it is then ditty to remake 
kunetms themselves in our image, 
rules per Universal Press Syndicate. 
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Capital Punishment 

When it comes to capital pun- 
ishment, the United. States finds 
itself in the company of Iraq, Iran, 
Libya, Syria, Neath Korea, Cuba, 
Saudi Arabia — all totalitarian 
or authoritarian countries. On 
the other hand. West European 
democracies long ago abolished 
the death penalty. 

B is time for Americans to real- 
ize whose values they share. 

MLADEN ANDRDASEV1C. 

Beereheba, Israel. 

Regarding “A Horror Beyond 
Bearing, While Once Crowds 
Came ” (Meanwhile, Feb. 26) by 
Brent Staples: 

Mr. Staples suggests a matur- 
ing of American society in the fact 
that lynching, once seen as ac- 
ceptable, today would be con- 
sidered barbaric. 

But following die horrific 
murder of James Byrd Jr. in Jasper, 
Texas, further killing has been 
planned. At least one of the mur- 
derers, John William King, is to be 
put to death. His execution is to 
take place before asmall gathering 
of observers, probably by leihal 
injection, a farm of poisoning, and 
probably about eight years from 
now at current processing rates. 

Thus sanctioned kilting contin- 
ues, in colder blood and with the 
added psychological torture of the 
condemned counting down the 




days to violent death. What pro- 
gress is this? How long before 
this, too, is viewed as barbaric? 

TOM BOYLE 
.. Zurich. 

New Evil Empires? 

Regarding “Sneakers and Bur- 
gers Aren't the Real Enemies “ 
(Opinion, March 6) by Salman 
Rushdie: 

The combination of being in 
hiding and at the same time 
exposed to the glare of celebrity 
must have turned Mr. Rushdie’s 
brain to mush. 

Is he really saying that our only 
choice is between American cul- 
tural dominance and toe “real tyr- 
ants" out there (presumably the 
ayatollahs)? Is he really accusing 
there who stress tire importance of 
local customs and indigenous cul- 
tures of harboring ideas about 
Aryan purity? And does he really 
mean mat by wearing baseball 
caps, drinking Coke and watching 
Disney, we will strengthen the 
international community? 

WOLFGANG ZUCKERMAN. 

Avignon, Prance. 

Regarding “ How Much Pri- 
vacy Do People Really Need? Pro- 
gress and Problems ” (March 4): 

The “digital fingerprints” that 
Microsoft could use to link doc- 
uments to a given computer and 
its owner demonstrate how far we 


have come from the days when the 
police lab cornered the culprit by 
identifying the chipped “e” on 
his Underwood typewriter. And 
how far we have come since we 
assumed that IBM embodied the 
coming Orwellian evil empire. 

BILL GRAHAM. 

Reoilly, France. 

Enough Said 

Regarding “Clinton Should 
Talk” ( Editorial , March 1): 

Far from being “in a muddle,” 
the public has no need for pres- 
idential confessions; it is Bill Clin- 
ton’s performance that counts. 

One easily understands the 
need of the press to dredge up any 
old or inconsequential story (such 
as Juanita Broaddrick’s allegation 
that Mr. Clinton raped her in 
1978). But, for as long as the pub- 
lic tolerates them, do-nothing Re- 
publicans and know-nothing col- 
umnists in Washington would do 
well to find another ax to grind. 

The Whitewater/Monica Lew- 
insky investigation has been com- 
pleted. A responsible action at this 
time would be to recommend the 
dismantling of the independent 
prosecutor structure- If Mr. Clin- 
ton should talk, Kenneth Starr 
should walk — and take his merry 
band of constitution subvert ers off 
the public payroll for good. 

SEAN DALY. 

Paris. 


N EW YORK — The streak 
ramt» to an end in mid-July in 
Cleveland beneath the blazing, 
bluish lights of Municipal Sta- 
dium. The crowd was enormous, 
67,468, which at the time was 
the largest ever to have seen a 
night baseball game. 

Joe DiMaggio came to the plate 
four tunes. He grounded sharply 
to deep third base and was thrown 

MEANWHILE 

out by the terrific Ken Kellner. He 
walked. He hit another sharp 
grounder to third and was thrown 
out again by Keltner. In the eighth 
innmg 1 with the bases loaded, he 
hit into a double play. The in- 
credible 56-game hitting streak 
was over, but a mythic American 
hero had been bom. 

The headlines the next day, Ju- 
ly 18, 1941, suggested why. The 
sports pages were all about the 
streak. But an article at the top of 
Page 1 in The New York Times 
began as follows: 

“Germany's second offensive 
against Soviet Russia appeared 
last night to have reached its full 
fury as both sides reported violent 
engagemen ts along the entire 
front In Berlin, where the High 
Command said that the Red Army 
was desperately tin owin g its last 
reserves into a battle of 9,000,000 
men, the official news agency re- 
ported that German forces had 
taken the key city of Smolensk, on 
the road to Moscow.” 

Next to that was a headline that 
said: “Konoye Framing Cabinet 
in Tokyo; Fascist Cast Seen.” 

Next to that was a story about 
the be ginning of the second wave 
of the military draft in the United 
States. Below that was a story 
about Charles Lindbergh, who, in 
a tetter to President Franklin 
Roosevelt, denied having any link 
to the Axis powers. 

It was, to say the least, a har- 
rowing time. Less than five 
months after Joe D. went 0 for 4 in 
Cleveland, the Japanese would 
bomb Pearl Harbor. 

Joe DiMaggio was tall, hand- 
some, splendidly talented, and 
a champion. He was modest 
and came from a humble back- 
ground. He was tough, and yet he 
was elegant, both on the field and 
off. He had class. Americans, stfil 
nursing the wounds of the Depres- 
sion and now faced with a world 


war, could use a ‘guy like Joe. 

DiMaggio carried himself like 
a hero. A w^nwwte, Vernon 
“Lefty” Gomez, was quoted by. 
the writer Mamy Allen as saying:. 
“He knew what toe press and toe- 
fans and the kids expected of him,: 
and he was always trying to live 
up to that image. That’s why he- 
couldn't be silly in public like X. 
could,, or ever be caught without 
his shirt buttoned or his shoes, 
shined. He knew he was Joe. 
DiMaggio and he knew what that 
meant to the countiy.” 

DiMaggio 's career, which ran, 
from 1936 to 195 1 , coincided with, 
the creation of toe colossus that 
came to be known as postwar 
America. He embodied the yearn- 
ing, toe anxieties, the willingness 
to straggle endlessly, the unwill- 
ingness to accept failure, and the 
ultimate resounding triumphs of 
the men and women of that era. 
The great DiMaggio, as a char- 
acter in Hemingway would call 
him, became the designated hero, 
of the colossus, toe preeminent’ 
god of this secular creation myth. 

DiMaggio played the role to. 
perfection. He was quiet and kept 
his defenses up. He never let the. 
real DiMaggio steal a scene from 
toe idealized hero. He stifled him- 
self. He was aloof, private, at 
times reclusive. He smoked three 
packs of Camels a day. He* had 
stomach problems. He was hu-.. 
man. But when he trotted onto the 
field or otherwise appeared in' 
public, he was almost perfect 

After he retired he met and 
marri ed the goddess of toe myth. 
It was a mismatch made in heav- 
en. When toe marriage ended after 
only nine months, DiMaggio was 
distraught and never really re- 
covered. And Marilyn Monroe 
was already lost 

As toe ’50s became toe ’60s and • 
toe ’70s and so on, Joe D. became 
not the embo dime nt of the na- 
tion’s hopes, fears and triumphs, 
but of its memories. After a while, 
the memories were only pleasant 

The wind Mew hard and bru- 
tally cold through the South Bronx 
on Monday. The flag at Yankee 1 
Stadium, snapping in toe wind,' 
was lowered to half-staff. The 


respects did not nave much to say.< 
They knew. The United States - 
needed a hero and Joe DiMaggio" 
was good enough to oblige. 

The New York Timas. 


EMPRESS OF 

THE SPLENDID SEASON 


By Oscar Hijuelos. 342 pages. 

$25. HarperJFlamuigo. 

Reviewed by Midriko K akntani 

T IKE so many of Oscar Hijudos’s 
^-/earlier novels, tins is a chronicle of 
Tianulial love that unfuris in New Yosk 
over the last five decades. It is another 
tale of a Caban family, tom between 
fading memories of life back home and 
the glittering promises of the American 
D ream, between toe centripetal powers 
of Irin sbm an d tr aditi on and the cen- 
trifugal farces of history and g enera- 
tional change. , 

But “Empress” is a smaller, more 
modest book. It is less fecund in its 
peopling of a fictional world, less am- 
bitious in its orchestration of overlap- 
ping stories- Even its lang ua g e feuds to 
be less expansive, less exuberant than its 


Because Hijuelos is such a fluent 
writer, because he writes with such af- 
fection for bis characters, tire novel is 
not without its rewards, but it remains, 
in contrast to his earlier books, an oddty 
attenuated piece of fiction. In feet it 
often feels nke a tired reworking of old 
material, a musty, pamt-by-mnnbeis 
Irersfan ctf Hijuelos’s favorite preoccu- 
pations and motifs, brightened with a 


lew spKt&Uca m „ . 

The title character of Empress is 
Lydia Espana, a Cuban 6migr6 who has 
b een a cleaning woman since hear hus- 
band. Raid, a waiter, began having heart : 

problems. Lydia, who carries herself 
“with the imperious attitude of a young 
movie starlet,” strips many of 
quamtances as snobtash, 
and pretentious. She likes to think she 
has morein cammonwtotoecmfavalM 
people she works for than wife her 


neighbors, and she imposes a strict code 
of behavior and dress on her children. 

In quick, summary fashion, Hijuelos 
sketches in Lydia’s history and the 
event* that transformed her from “toe 
Empress of the Splendid Season” into 

*Lydhi, we^e^tol^was^he spoiled 
daughter of a welt-to-do Cuban busi- 
nessman who kicked her out of toe 
house when he found out about her affair 
with a middle-aged man. She left Cuba 
for New York in 1947 and soon found 
her movie-fueled dreams of America — 
“where fife was all pearl necklaces, 
fancy mansions, speak-easies, gang- 
sters, cowboys and unbelievably glam- 
orous women or drop-dead handsome 
men” — dissolving in the fetid gloom of 
ft sweatshop where she. waked as an 
ap prentice seamstress. 

Cleaning rich people's apartments is 
something of an improvement, but it is 
still a demeaning job, and is portrayed 
by EBtjuelos in flat, generic terms that 
substitute clumsy symbolism for the 
mytiite resonance of his earlier books.. 

Hjjudos makes broad generalizations 
■ about Meaning women and writes about 

tfw ha nithip s emfer wl Ti y cl eaning WOm- 
en with children — women “who 
dragged themselves out of bed eariy in 
the mcaningsand, leaving ihekids with a 
neighbor, if they could, wcaked six days 
a week and stiH could never earn enough 
to make ends meet” 

He tries toflesh out Lydia’s experience 
with little vignettes about other cleaning 
women she knows: rate who won the 
lottery; another who scrimped said saved 
with her husband to buy a bungalow in 
tiie Catskills, only to die of cancer shortly 
after retiring from her job. 

None of these walk-on characters de- 
velops into a memorable human being, 
and the same might be said of Lydia's 
employers, a money assortment of rich 


. .. 4 *’ . ’ . "V|. O . 

people and eccentrics whose lives Lydia 
vicariously enjoys. Even Osprey, her 
favorite employer, who helps her son, 
Rico, remains a strangely fuzzy col- 
lection of class stereotypes: a wealthy, 
aristocratic lawyer who knew President 
Eisenhower, who liked to travel abroad 
and who treated his staff with pater- 
nalistic affection. 

Throughout the novel, the contrast 
drawn between Osprey’s life and Ly- 
dia’s feels mechanical and pat. His 
world is filled with “glamour and 
money, cleanliness and good manners,” 
while hers is defined by what she will 
never do: “Never buy a piece of prop- 
erty. Never own a firsthand car. Never 
sit by a late 19th-ceutnry French writing 
desk at the Annoy Show, scribbling out 
checks without a single doubt” 

A similar predictability attends 
Hijuelos’s depiction of the generational 
disputes within the Espana family: Just 
as a sexually precocious Lydia rebelled 
against her strict father, so her liberated 
daughter, Alicia, rebels against her. and 
just as Lydia grew estranged from her 
family, so her children drift away from 
her. This sort of schematic tendering of 
the schisms in the Espana clan stands in 
sharp contrast to the highly nuanced 
dissection of toe familial bonds of love, 
resentment and regret found in toe au- 
thor’s earlier novels, and it is qualified 
only by Hijuelos’s sympathetic render- 
ing of the difficulties Rico has leaving 
his parents’ world behind. 

Rico’s stray closes the novel on a 
persuasive note but does not make up far , 
the perfunctory tone of much ofhis moth- 
er's saga. From another writer, “Em- 
press” might read like a promising work 
of fiction, filled with hints of better things 
to come. From the richly talented | 
Hijuelos, who has spoiled his readers : 
until now, it comes as a disappointment- I 
New York Times Service 
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a suit is fracing. North can 
afford to bid two diamonds. 
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stopper. So when North tem- 
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three hearts. South could bid 
three no-trump with the ex- 
pectation that North would 
retreat to diamonds without 
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A heart was led, and when 
dummy played low. East tried 
the ten. South woo with the 
■ queen, led a diamond to the 
ace, and cashed three spade 
winners ending in the 1 
dummy v East gave up a dob 
and a heart The singleton 
dnb was led, and East put in 
- the queen. South won with 
' ace, cashed toe long throwing 
dmntuy’s remaining spade, 
and r e»p.hwl tola ending : 

The missing honor 

ccptiQu^of toe cla^jack, was 
marked with East So South 
exited with a heart and made 
two diamond tricks in toe 
dummy at tiie finish: Notice 


that it would not have helped 
East to take two heart tricks at 
the start and lead a third 
round, for he would still have 
been trapped- in the minor 
suits. East would have been 
squeezed down to one club 
winner, then given the lead in 
that suit with a similar effect 
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On Phone lines, the Balance Starts to Tilt Toward Data 


By Seth Schiesel 

New York Times Service 


N EW YORK — Amid last week’s typ- 
ically hectic flow of headlines about 
the communications industry, perhaps 
the most significant news of all got lost: 

Frank I anna, president of AT&T Corp.’s 
network unit, announced that by the end of 
this year, the long-distance giant wanted to 
stop buying traditional telephone switches for 
the core of its network. 

Granted, Mr. Ianna's pronouncement was 
not the lapel- grabbing kind of news generated 
by a multi billion -dollar corporate takeover or 
the latest hot Internet stock. Bat it was a 
seminal moment for the communications in- 
dustry and, in some ways, for everyone who 
uses a phone. 

As it halts decades of investing in the 
traditional gear that makes op most of the 
global phone system. AT&T is retooling its 
network around a new generation of tech- 
nologies inspired in part by the Internet 
Sprint Coip. and MCI WorldCom Inc., the 
other long-distance giants, are doing much the 
same thing . But as the biggest communi- 
cations company, AT&T wields a propor- 
tionately larger Influence in the market and 
with technology 'suppliers. 

So Tuesday's announcement was perhaps 
the definitive sign that, at least in the long- 
distance business, the aging and increasingly 
crowded phone network would be rejuven- 
ated with newer, more efficient technol- 
ogies. 

For consumers, this evolution could lead to 
lower prices. And in the future, as the new 
technologies expand from the core of the 
network to homes and businesses, consumers 
could also benefit from new sorts of features 
and services. 

“As the functionality moves closer and 
closer to the customer, the bottom line for the 
consumer is that clearly we will drive the 
economics down,” said Neil Grenfell, an 


engineering vice president at Sprint “This 
can also help give the customer more and 
more control and more and more integra- 
tion.’' 

This might mean, for instance, that a tourist 
or business traveler who wanted to stay in 
touch could simply unplug the handset from 
the home or office telephone and plug it into 
the base of any other telephone. The network 
would recognize that the person had moved 
around the block or across the country, and 
na|ls to the original number would ring in the 
new location. 

Services such as that are years away and 
would require phone companies to invest bil- 
lions of dollars on top of the current spending 
by long-distance earners. And, of course, it 
would require consumers to buy “intelli- 
gent 1 ' phones. 

The reason the new advanced networks 
being planned by AT&T and others are new 
and advanced is that they change the way 
networks behave at their most basic leveL 

Since the invention of the telephone, almost 
every civilian communications network has 
been based on the concept of circuits. 

If a network is a multilane highway, then a 
system based on circuits, known as a circuit- 
switched network, paints the lane lines of that 
highway solid: Each conversation has its own 
lane, or circuit If two people are on the phone 
with each other and neither of them is speak- 
ing, they still use the entire circuit just as if 
they are screaming. The standard voice circuit 
sends and receives 64,000 bits of information 
a second. 


T HE MAIN advantages of circuit 
switching are that it is reliable and 
relatively simple to carry ouL The main 
disadvantage is that it is extremely inefficient 
to keep an entire lane open for every phone 
call, regardless of how much data — in this 
case, conversation — it is canyiqg. 

The alternative that is being embraced by 
AT&T and the others is a sort of mass-transit 


alternative called packet switching. On a 
packet highway, the lane lines are dashed. 
Rather than consuming an entire lane, each 
conversation gets broken up into millions of 
small pieces, or packets, that are then mixed 
up with other conversations only to be re- 
assembled into intelligible co mmunic ations at 
the other end. 

The main advantage of packet switching, 
(he technology used by the Internet to move 
massive amounts of data around the globe, is 
that it is extremely efficient A conversation 
that takes op 64,000 bits a second on a circnit- 
switched network migh t take up only a quarter 
of that, or 16,000 bits a second, on a {racket- 
switched system. That can allow carriers to 
lower their costs and, potentially, the prices 
they charge consumers. 

T HE PROBLEM is that sorting out all 
those packets and routing them to the 
right place requires ingenuity, espe- 
cially when the packets are carrying con- 
versations. A few extra seconds when loading 
a Web page may not mean much, but con- 
sumers expect their phone calls to be perfect 
representations of what they are saying — 
with no delays or distortion. 

The means for making packet-based sys- 
tems robust enough to carry millions of phone 
calls has just emerged over the past year or so 
from companies including Ascend Commu- 
nications Inc. — which has agreed to be 
acquired by Lucent Technologies Inc. — 
Cisco Systems Inc. and others. 

Packet-based, however, does not neces- 
sarily mean the Internet version, known as 
Internet protocol. The main technology that 
AT&T and many other long-distance carriers 
are looking toward is called asynchronous 
transfer mode. 

In the jargon of the communications in- 
dustry, that mode, known as ATM, uses 
“cells' ’ rather than packets. That is because, 
while the data packets generated by Internet 
protocol vary in length, the data cells in an 


ATM system are always the same size, gen- 
erally S3 bytes. That uniformity can be a 
powerful advantage because it allows ATM to 
cany co-mingled voice, video and data traffic 
without sacrificing much efficiency. 

Also, while Internet protocol often ships 
each packet of information to its destination 
by a different path, ATM sets up so-called 
virtual circuits, which help ensure that a trans- 
mission of Hamlet’s soliloquy begins with 
“To be” instead of “Be to’^or “Eb ol” 

S PRINT IS basing its network of foe 
future largely on ATM switches made 
by NEC Gap. of Japan, though Sprint is 
also working with Cisco. AT&T is using As- 
cend ’s ATM equipment. MCI WorldCom has 
asked vendors to submit proposals for ATM 
switches but has not yet made a decision. 

One of foe raging debates in the commu- 
nications industry is whether ATM is nec- 
essary at all or whether Internet protocol is 
reliable enough to form the underlying net- 
work language instead. For now, most of the 
big camera are waxy oflhtemet protocol, partly 
because not aS of me worikhas yet been done to 
add advanced features such as Caller ID and 
can-waiting to Internet-based systems. 

“T hink about the software you need to do 
call-waiting in the circuit -world,” Mr. JCanna 
said. “Think about the software and foe in- 
telligence you need to replicate that in the IP 
world. It's nontrivial. There is a lot of router 
work that needs to be done, and it's not there 
yet. ” 

The last time AT&T revamped its network 
so thoroughly was about 10 years ago, when it 
upgraded its long-distance netwade from cop- 
per wires to optical fiber. About 20 years ago, 
the company upgraded its circuit switches 
from analog to di gi tal 

4 This is the next-generation architecture,” 
Mr. Ianna said. “If analog was foe first gen- 
eration and digital switching was the second 
and digital transmission was the third, this is 
the fourth. It is significant.” 


Cheaper Internet Access Still Faces Many Obstacles in Europe 


By Bruno Giussani 

New York Tuna Service 


G ENEVA— How long win it be before 
Internet access in Europe becomes 
free? As recently as last autumn, the 
question would have been discarded as more 
Internet hyperbole. But across the Continent; 
Internet service providers are exploring busi- 
ness models that do not rely on charging 
monthly fees. Instead, they cover costs by 
sharing the local-call revenue with telecom- 
munications operators. 

Still, totally free access faces a major 
hurdle. Local phone calls in Europe, including 
all Internet dial-up calls, are charged by the 
minute and are expensive, at as much as $4 an 
hour. Add the usual Internet access fee of $15 
to $30, and the monthly bill for an average 
user (five hours a week) can top $100. 

Cost is the barrier most often cited to the 
spread of tire Internet in Europe. In several 
countries, including France, Switzerland, 
Belgium, the Czech Republic, Germany, Italy 
and Britain, groups of users have staged 
strikes and other initiatives asking for un- 
metered, flat-fee local phone service to bring 
down the cost of using the Internet. They have 


had limited success. 


In a recent study by Jupiter Communications 
in Germany, France and Britain, consumers 
were asked whether they were likely to go on- 
line; 1 1 percent answered yes. But foe figure 
increased to 40 percent if the question pre- 
sumed foe dropping of local phone charges. 

Still, Europeans may have to wait a while to 
get free local calls. Phil Dwyer, tire director of 
Jupiter’s European operations, said, referring 
to Internet service providers: “In Europe, 
generalized free ISP services are closer to 
reality than free phone calls. " 

Five months ago, Dixons Group PLC, Bri- 
tain's largest computer and consumer-elec- 
tronics retailer, started a free ISP. Called 
Freeserve, the service has since signed up an 
astonishing 1.35 million users. 

The model has been duplicated by dozens 
of European companies, including Tesco PLC 
and Virgin Group of Britain; Tiscali of Italy; 
Ecooophone, Sunrise and Span of Switzer- 
land, and many others, markedly raising In- 
ternet usage across the Continent 
However, unlike their American counter- 
parts Freeserve and most of foe other Euro- 
pean services get their primary revenue by 
sharing local-access charges with the telecom 
operator. The scheme is simple. Freeserve has 
teamed up with Energis, a British operator of 


voice antidata networks. When a call is placed 
to one of Freeserve’s access points on die 
Energis network, the user is charged the local 
call foe by the operator (usually British Tele- 
communications PLC), which then pays part 
of that sum to Energis for patting through or 
terminating the calL 

T HANKS TO this interconnection foe, 
the small Italian telecom operator 
Tiscali will get about two- thirds of 
whar users pay to Telecom Italia for the local 
call when they dial in to Tiscali 's Freenet 
service. Renato Soru, founder and chief ex- 
ecutive of Tiscali, said, “For the first time it 
will be possible to connect to the Internet at 
local-call charges from anywhere in Italy.” 
Others companies, such as Econophone and 
Sunrise in Switzerland, are using Internet 
access as a marketing scheme for luring cus- 
tomers toward their services: Only by signing 
up with the operator does one get Intranet 
access thrown in. 

Will it last? Mr. Dwyer predicts that a new 
model of Internet access will emerge in which 
the consumer does not pay for access or phone 
use or pays a small, fixed amount. Alongside 
that, he says, higher-value providers will 
emerge that offer better, faster access and 


additional services- The one service every- 
body is already providing,' of course, is a tech- 
support phone line, for' which users of 
Freeserve are charged a hefty $1.60 a 
minute. 

But the ability to offer community and 
information resources and electronic-com- 
merce channels will be critical — as will a 
reliable service. Freeserve is starting to suffer 
from its own success, with users increasingly 
complaining of low access speed and busy 
lines at peak times. 

Additional obstacles still could come. Qf- 
teL the watchdog for the British telecom- 
munications industry, ruled Wednesday that 
no immediate changes were needed to the way 
British Telecom and other phone companies 
shared revenue from Internet calls, 
Bloomberg News reported, in a decision that 
for now safeguards the revenue source of 
services such as Freeserve. 

But Oftel said It would allow changes to the 
calculation formula to account for increased 
costs 4 ‘if analysis of data demon st rates this to 
be justified.” 

British Telecom and other operators had 
complained that the huge volume of calls was 
clogging their networks and asked for a re- 
distribution of the interconnection foes. 
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Natalia Toro preparing to receive her science award. 


YOUTH SWEEPS CON- 
TEST; Natalia Toro, a 14- 
year-old senior at Fairview 
High School in Boulder, Col- 
orado. was the youngest of 40 
finalists in the 1999 Intel Sci- 
ence Talent Search. But talent 
rather than age determined 
the outcome. 

On Monday night, Ms. Toro 
won a $50,000 schol 
foe top prize in foe contest, i 
oldest and most prestigious 
U.S. science competition for 
high school seniors. 

Sometimes referred to as 
the Junior Nobel Prize, foe 
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contest, with $330,000 in 
prizes, has been sponsored by 
Intel Corp„ the computer 
chipmaker. since last year. 

Ms. Toro said that even her 
parents could not keep up 
with her when she talked 
about her winning project, a 
study of the oscillations of 
neutrinos that may have a sig- 
nificant impact on high -en- 
ergy physics. (NYT) 

Y2K BUG AFFECTS 
THE HEAVENS: Japan’s 
government-mu space devel- 
opment agency will suspend 
experiments aboard two un- 
manned satellites by late 
November because of glitches 
related to the Y2K computer 
problem, officials said. 

Japan successfully linked a 
pair of satellites twice last 
summer, the first-ever such 
outer space maneuver con- 
ducted by remote control 
from Earth. 

Yoichi Fnjita. spokesman 
of the National Space Devel- 
opment Agency, said the 
agency has yet to address the 
Y2K problem as it relates to 
control comparers on the 
■and, although the two cur- 
ing satellites are free from 
foe millennium bug. (AP ) 

TAKING DOWN DO- 
MAIN NAMES: Companies 
wanting to compete with Net 
work Solutions Inc. and its 
current monopoly in the lu- 
crative business of registering 
Internet domain names can 
begin applying for consider- 
ation on Monday. 

Criteria for registration 
were approved last week in 


Singapore by the new non- 
profit corporation appointed 
by the Waite House to take 
over administration of the In- 
ternet from the U.S. govern- 
ment and to introduce com- 
petition into the system of 
assigning the Internet ad- employees. 


dresses, known as domains. 

The initial accreditation 
guidelines called for applic- 
ants to have $100,000 in cap- 
ital, $500,000 in liability in- 
surance, a proven computer 
infrastructure and at least five 
(NYT) 
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The Calculator 
That Won’t Die 

Despite Split, Hewlett-Packard 
Plans to Keep Its Venerable 12C 


By Edward. Wyatt 

New York Tima Service 




EW YORK — Hewlett-Packard Co.’s plan for 
in two, announced last week, snook up 
ftliconV alley, home of the iconic garage where 
foe company started. 

But do less unsettled were legions of business-school 
graduates who were left wondering how foe spin-off 
would affect their beloved H-P 12Cs. 

The 12C, a calculator that is one of the company's best- 
selling products ever, is as indispensable to the business 
graduate as a pocket knife is to a Boy Scout. 

Years after their finance classes, many holders of MBA 
degrees still cany their 12Cs, ready at any moment to 
raicniate foe net present value of foe re m aining payments 
on their homes or to convert dollars to euros to see how 
much their companions owe (hem for those bottles of 
Chateau d’ Yquem. 

Step h a ni e Dismore, a spokeswoman for Hewlett-Pack- 
ard, says 12C fans can relax. The calculator operations 
will remain part of foe old Hewlett-Packard rather than 
going into foe yet-to-be-named spin-off and therefore will 
still cany foe H-F name. 

Although foe company’s retail calculator business is 
barely big enough to be a quarterly rounding error, Ms. 
Dismore swears that Hewlett-Packard will continue to 
produce foe 12G as long as financiers, students and others 
boy it 

But like many contrivances embraced by this group, 
such as program, trading and derivatives, the 12C is not 
always practical in foe real world. To begin with, it has no 
“equals” sign. 

ITH MOST calculators, if you want to add 2 and 
2, you enter 2 + 2 =. Not with foe 12C, which 
demands 2 [enter] 2 (+). 
a its oitirks and nearly two decades of calculative 
12C. introduced in 1981, has a re- 
j. To David Hicks, curator of (he 
of HP Calculators, a cyberspace salon con- 
taining history and arcana, the 12C is “foe calculator that 
wouldn’t die.” 

The 12C “has become part of foe well-dressed busi- 
ness uniform,” said Mr. Hicks, an engineer for Intel Corp. 
who is based in Hillsboro, Oregon, and whose museum, 
found at YtnvwJipmuseum.org, is not affiliated with Hew- 
lett-Packard. 

But not everyone agrees. 

“Actually, only foe guys over 40 still use the 12C,” 
said Chris Horgan, who got his master's of business 
administration degree from foe University of Chicago in 
1995. “Everyone going to business school now uses the 
19BH,” a more advanced H-P model 

A generation gap is also seen at foe Harvard Co-op 
bookstore. Jay Chrepta, a spokesman for foe Harvard 
Business School said MBA students generally opted for 
more advanced models while foe older participants in foe 
-executive education program bought the 12C. 

But foe 12C, at a list price of $69.95, costs only about half 
as much as a 19BH So what if it has 120 built-in functions 
while the I9BIX has 450? And who cares if the 12C is now 
made in Malaysia instead of Palo Alto, California? 

Actually, Beojie Garcia cares. A I2C fanatic, Mr. Garcia 
posted a note on foe calculator museum's Web site com- 
plaining that the Malaysian l2C’s keys were slightly off- 
color and mushy, compared with those on the older kind. 

Mr. Garcia’s verdict “Of course the calculator still 
works the same as would any older 12C, but as a collector 
and fan of tire HP 12C, this is not tolerable!” 

Hewlett-Packard has yet to add what conld be a useful 
function: a homing device. Mr. Hicks said he recently got 
a call from the lost-and-found department at O’Hare 
International Airport in Chicago offering him acollectioa 
of 400 12Cs left behind by travelers. 
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U.S. Seeks Kosovo Role 


That Won’t Split NATO 


By Joseph Fitchett 

International Herald Tribune 


LONDON — Sounding cautiously 
optimistic about a British- backed pro- 
posal for direct military teamwork 
among the European allies. Strobe Tal- 
bott, the deputy secretary of state, said 
Wednesday that Washington was work- 
ing Intensively with governments in 
Europe to ensure that the Kosovo plan 
did not damage NATO or undermine the 
U.S. role in trans-Atlantic security, 

Mr. Talbott stressed that the Clinton 
administration supported the idea of see- 
ing Europe develop a stronger military 
capability of its own within the frame- 
work of the alliance. But be spoke of 
concerns that Washington wanted to see 
resolved in the Kosovo initiative to keep 
it from “going astray*’ and splitting the 
Western alliance. 

The details, he said, “of decision- 
making procedures, of command struc- 
tures, of arrangements for the sharing of 
assets and planning capabilities'* be- 
tween the North Atlantic Treaty Or- 
ganization and the allied countries in the 
European Union are too complex to be 
worked out before a Washington summit 
meeting in Anil marking the Western 
alliance's 50th anniversary. 

Bur the Washington meeting could 


Italy Suggests 
NATO Review 


The Associated Press 

ROME — Prime Minister 
Massimo D'Alema of Italy told the 
Chamber of Deputies on Wednesday 
that NATO bases were necessary for 
national security but that the alli- 
ance's agreement would have to be 
reviewed if no one was punished for 
the ski-lift cable car tragedy. 

The prime minister, who has 
called C&p&in Richard Ashby’s ac- 
quittal last week on 20 counts of 
involuntary manslaughter ‘'unac- 
ceptable.*' said he expected the of- 
ficers’ superiors to be held respon- 
sible. 

The Marine EA-6B Prowler jet 
piloted by Captain Ashby severed a 
gondola cable in the Alpine town of 
Cavalese on Feb. 3, 1998, sending 
20 Europeans plunging to their 
deaths. He was on a Norm Atlantic 
Treaty Organization training mis- 
sion that departed from the U.S. 
base at Aviano, Italy. 

“The real problem is not to elim- 
inate the bases, but to better define 
their roles,” the prime minister said. 
"The bases are important far our 
security and support our allies.” 

Captain Ashby still faces another 
court-martial on obstruction of 
justice charges in the disappearance 
<rf a videotape. 


“provide an additional impulse,” Mr. 
Talbott added, for a European force that 
might act in regional crises with U.S. 
logistical and intelligence help. 

This implied that he expected to see 
Britain and France, the Kosovo project’s 
sponsors, provide assurances in the com- 
ing weeks on the key U.S. points. 

It was die most upbeat official U.S. 
response to the European defense ini- 
tiative, apparently indicating that the 
Clinton administration has become con- 
vinced of the value of seeing the allies in 
Europe pool their military assets more 
closely and tackle small-scale crises in- 
volving humanitarian emergencies or 
even ethnic conflicts. 

Washington has long urged Europe to 
shoulder a greater defease burden more 
directly, and the Clinton administration 
seems anxious, a diplomat said, to 
“avoid nipping something in foe bud 
that looks promising.*’ 

It has been reassuring for Washington 
that Prime Minister Tony Blair has per- 
sonally backed foe Kosovo initiative. 

Diplomats said foe Clinton admin- 
istration saw no contradiction between a 
step that took Britain to the heart of 
European ambition on defease and the 
continued special relationship between 
London and Washington. 

Reaffirming t hat the Clinton admin- 
istration favored a European defense 
force, he said in a speech: “We want 
there to be a capability within foe alliance 
whereby the European members can ad- 
dress and solve problems without always 
requiring U.S. combat involvement” 

U.S. concerns, he said, focused on foe 
risks of seeing the initiative mishandled 
in a way that jeopardized NATO by 
undermining American support for tire 
alliance or alienating NATO allies that 
were not EU members. 

If mishandled, he said, it “could cre- 
ate the impression, which could even- 
tually lead to tire reality, that a new, 
European-only alliance is being bom out 
of foe old, trans-Atlantic one.” 

Asked about sensitive points in tire 
{dan. which situates the new cooperation 
in Europe inside N ATO but includes a call 
for capabilities independent of the al- 
liance, Mr. Talbot declined to supply spe- 
cifics but indicated that progress bad re- 
cently been made on outstanding issues. 

The European allies that risk being 
excluded from the group, including Tur- 
key and Norway as well as the three 
countries about to join NATO — Po- 
land, tire Czech Republic and Hungary 
— appear to be more concerned to avoid 
political isolation inside Europe than 
about any direct military risk, officials at 
tire London conference said. 

Other officials added that Washington 
did not want tire European initiative to be 
interpreted in Congress as an occasion for 
foe United States to lessen its own effort 
in Europe. Nor, they said, did Wash- 



CAR BOMBED — Explosives experts examining the wreckage of a taxi blown up by a bomb in front of an 
Istanbul bealtb clinic Wednesday. The attack killed the driver of the taxi and wounded eight other people. 


BANKS: 

Wave of Hostile Bids 


Continued from Page 1 


a They were referring to tire 

A«*r> that the Paribas-Sotiefe General^ 
xoa rger was announced. ’“This initiative! 
cannot, therefore, be considered as a; 
friendly takeover bid-” . 

Mr. Peberean denied that his com-*, 
pany, privatized in 1993, had anything* 
hostile inmind ia going straightto stock- 
holders. It is offering 15 shares for seven [m 
Societe Generals shares and 1 I shares ; 
for eight Paribas shares. 

‘ ‘Vfeare not in combat We willfwt an ; 
offer on foe tattie, and foe shareholders 


of Societe Generate, Paribas and BNP ! 
will decide.” QT - ■■ 


ASIA,: As Demand Falls, Fears Shift From Inflation to Deflation maS 


Continued from Page 1 


at Morgan Stanley Dean Witter & Co. in 
Hong Kong. “Corporate profits decline 
substantially, and tire weakened hanking 
system is a (hag on the economy.” 

In Japan, producer prices fell 4.4 per- 
cent in 1998, and the slide is inten- 
sifying: in foe three months to Decem- 
ber, they plunged 10.8 percent. Japanese 
consumer prices are projected to tall 0.6 
percent this year. 

“Clearly, foe roost likely place for a 
deflation downdraft to gain momentum 


is Japan,” said lan Harper, professorial 
University’s busi- 


fellow at Melbourne 
ness schooL “Given the sizeand im- 
portance of the Japanese economy, foe 


portance of foe Japanese economy, tire 
possibility of worldwide deflation led by 
Japan is undeniable and worrying.” 


and worrying. 

fapan is tire second-largest economy 
in tire world, after tire United Stales, and 
accounts for two-thirds of Asia's output 


percent, against a 9.5 percent rise in 
February 1998. 

“Korea will experience price defla- 
tion for a number of months,’ ’ said Rob 
Sohr amaniam, an economist in the Seoul 
office of Lehman Brothers. “It’s a re- 
flection of the substantial amount of 
excess capacity, lack of demand and foe 
strong Korean won, which makes im- 
ports cheaper.” 

Consumer prices in Hong Kong are 
expected to decline 2.8 percent this year, 
in Singapore they will probably fell 0.5 
percent, say forecasts by J-P. Morgan & 
Co., the U.S. investment bank. 

Other economists expect consumer 
prices in Singapore to drop as much as l 
percent in 1999, the second successive 
year of deflation. The official consumer 
price index declined 0-3 percent in 1998, 
crimping profits as companies wens un- 
able to raise prices. 

For some countries in East Asia, such 


of goods and services. 
In Chit) 


as Indonesia and Thailand, the fell in 
inflation is welcome. For others, modest 
deflation may be tolerable. 

Price declines represent real income 
gains for consumers, said Vicky Wong, 
an economist in foe Hong Kong office of 
JJP. Morgan. But she cautioned that any 
spending increase was liable to be out- 
weighed by deteriorating business 
profits, rising job insecurity and de- 
pressed consumer sentiment 

Some of the developing downward 
pressure cm [rices in East Asia is benign 
because it reflects technological ad- 
vances and deregulation, Russell 
Jones, an economist in the Tokyo office 
of Lehman Brothers. 

“But tire bulk is malign and a function 
of demand deficiency,” he added. “An- 
emic demand, business and consumer 
pessimism, and financial stress could 
reed off eaifo other and encourage much 
steeper declines in the price level.” 


he said- “We axe in % 

civilized country in a market economy,- 
and it is a normal procedure.” 

It certainly is normal these days, as 
mergers in general and hostile offers in 
particular proliferate in tire new Europe. 

In Italy, Olivetti, a former type- 
writer-maker and now a cell-phone com- 

C y. is going all-out to acquire Telecom 
la, the national phone company 
privatized in 1997. 

Although Telecom Italia is five times 
larger than its predator, Roberto Cob- : 
ninnn , the Olivetti chairman, has been . 
dissuaded neither by aru ling ag ainst him 
Italy’s stock-market regulator — he 
came back with a revised offer 
— nor by Telecom Italia’s elaborate 
defenses. 

Elsewhere on the Continent, LVMH, $ 
owner of such prestigious masks as Dior, 
Givenchy and Loois Vuitton, is suing to 
have Gucci’s takeover-defense plan de- 
clared illegal. The suit is taking place in 
Amsterdam, making this a truly Euro- 
pean imbroglio, because Gucci shares 
are traded on the Amsterdam exchange. 

LVMH announced earlier this year 
that it had quietly been buying Gucci 
shares on tire open market; it has ac- 
quired 34.4 percent of foe fashion com- 
pany. When LVMH proposed nomin- 
ating its own candidate to the Gucci 
board, Gucci fought back. 

Hostile takeover tactics have been 
commonplace in the United States since 
tire 1980s, when the book “Barbarians at 
the Gates” chronicled foe brutal and 
costly takeover battle that created RJR 
Nabisco Holdings Carp., a conglom- 
erate which on Tuesday announced 


ington want a defense plan, involving 


LTO and the European Union, to give 
what an official called “backdoor access 
to foe security guarantees of tire alliance” 
to neutral countries in the EU. 


China, where industry is plagued by 
stockpiles of unsold goods, retail trices 
have dropped for the past 14 moQtfas. 

In Taiwan, East Asia's best-perform- 
ing economy after China, producer 
prices fell 10 percent in January, and core 
consumer prices dropped 1 percent 
“The Taiwan economy is flirting with 
deflation,” said Guonan Ma, head of 
Asia-Pacific economic reseanfo in the 
Hong Kong office of the securities firm 
Salomon Smith Barney Inc. 

* ‘Ti ghtening financial conditions, 
continued sluggish domestic demand and 
stronger overseas deflationary "forces' 
from China. Japan and Latin America 
could be the mam contributing factors.” 
South Korea’s producer price index 


year, while consumer prices rose just 02, 


Balloon Team Sets Course Across Pacific 


The Associated Press 

GENEVA — The Swiss-British 
balloon team aiming to be the first to 
circle the world nonstop cleared a 
major hurdle Wednesday by crossing 
China and heading out over the Pacific 
toward North America, tire team’s 
Geneva control center said. 

By late Wednesday, Bertrand Pic- 
cardof Switzer land and Brian Jones of 
Britain’ had passed over Tffiwah arid 
were setting out across the ocean. 

' The BreitlingOrbiter- 3.lg inoon left 
Chinese airspace late Wednesday, 
slightly ahead of expectations. Two 
hoars later it was traveling at 144 
kilometers (89 miles) an hour, more 


than doable its average speed since 
launch. _ _ 

-of of clouds below 

them as they crossed inside the zone 
agreed by tire Chinese government . 

China set strict innits to Breitling 
Ortriter’s route, and foe balloon had to 
cross south of 26 degrees latitude. 

__ Mr. Piccard had to abandon an at- 
tempt fasTyear because he failed to 
receive permission to cross China. 

• "The British balloonists Colin 
Prescot and Andy Elson ditched in the 
Pacific last Sunday after having to 
detour south because they lacked 
Chinese permission. 


plans to dismantle itself. But in Europe 
hostile takeovers have been rare. 

Custom, culture and convention have 
generally decreed a more orderly ver- 
sion of capitalism in Western Europe. 

Hostile takeovers were “seen as one 


of the wilder excesses of the Anglo-Sax- 
riul Gibbs, a 


on capital markets,” said Paul 1 
vice president at J.P. Morgan & Co. 

He said three reasons were driving 
European companies to join together: an 
increase in global competition with tire ' 
resulting need to became more efficient. 


Iran’s Leader, KOSOVO: Holbrooke Meets With Milosevic 


In Italy, Hails 


Continued from Page 1 


‘Democracy’ 


The Associated Press 

ROME — President Mohammed 
Khatami, foe first Iranian leader to make 
a state visit to the West since the Islamic 
Revolution in 1979, spoke out here 
Wednesday to praise democracy and 
dialogue between nations. 

Prime Minister Massimo D’Alema, 
flanked by Mr. Khatami after two hours 
of private talks, made clear that any 
opening toward the West must be 
coupled with respect for human rights 
and freedom. 

The 56-year-old Iranian cleric, con- 
sidered a moderate for modern-day Iran, 
responded: “There's an absolute neces- 
sity to install democracy and to end all 
forms of dictatorship.” 

Mr. Khatami also spoke of foe ’ ’need 


compromise. 

“This is not foe endgame, it is a 
couple of steps before tire end,” said 
Bratislav Gnibacic, a a Belgrade editor. 
“It will be a transfer of messages, and 
seeing what are foe limits of the other, 
what can be foe bargaining chips,” he 
said of Mr. Holbrooke’s meeting with 
Mr. Milosevic. 

Mr. Gnibacic suggested that an agree- 
ment was still several weeks away. 

Mr. Milosevic, meanwhile, was look- 
ing for some guarantees from foe West, 
he said, namely that he can stay in 
power, that he not be pursued by the 
Hague Tribunal’s investigation of war 
crimes and that be win some lifting of 
trade sanctions. 

Mr. Milosevic also has to listen to an 
extent to his generals, many of them who 
want to continue their war against the 


guerrillas of foe Kosovo liberation 
Army and who are violently opposed to 
foe arrival of NATO on Serbian soil. 


! NATO Wants Control 


The military commanders of NATO 
member states are unanimous that any 
peacekeeping force for Kosovo must be 
led by NATO and should not involve any 
“dual -key" arrangement with any other 
international body, NATO's senior mil- 
itary officer. General Ians Naumann, 
said Wednesday, Renters reported from 
Brussels. 

He fold a news conference that NATO 
would have assembled an advance force 
of 9,000 troops in Macedonia by the 
weekend, ready to take up vanguard 
positions in Kosovo as soon as apolitical 
agreement was obtained from Belgrade 
and Kosovo Albanians. 

General Naumann was briefing re- 
porters after two days of meetings of 



Miebri W. P i nl i f nu fnx; A noriw erf Vtem 

U.S. servicemen aboard the carrier Enterprise in the Mediterranean. 


NATO chiefs of defense staff and part- 
ner countries. 

He said that by this weekend NATO 
would have an advance force of 9,000 
troops in Macedonia, ready to take up 


positions in Kosovo if a political agree- 
ment were obtained from Belgrade and 
Kosovo Albanians. 

The total contingent would probably 
be around 26,000. 


the slowdown in Asia and its effect as 
profits, and the virtual end of inflation in 
Europe, which forces companies to push 
hard to raise earnings. 

The urge to merge also accounts for 
tire spate of fabstile takeover offers: get- 
ting bigger and mote efficient is so de-- 
sirable that it is aftenworth the trouble to 
force a potential partner into a^deaL ’ * 

The BNP proposal does have an do- '• 
meat unlikely to be included in a com- } 
American takeover battle: .'file 
:is promising that if it vans, itwittnot 
engage m “coHective layoffs” in France. . 
Layoffs are political anathema here, and ^ 
must usually be approved in court. 

BNP does not role om layoffs withm^ 
tire bunk’s international operations. 

The bank released columns an£ 
columns of figures on tire “synergies”! 
and cost savings it would achieve if 
plan is accepted by all three groups of 
stockholders, who will vote semetime in 
the next few weeks if die proposal & 
approved by regulators. But it was not 
dear how “synergies” would be reap; 
ized 

“Where are tire synergies? Wbere i* 
tire effic i ency?” asked a source dose to 
Paribas, which with Societe Genmfe has; 

. not ruled out a takeover defense or evmAi 
counterattack cm BNP. ‘TPs foe 
time we've ever seem a marriage 
far three. I don’t know if that can 
distance; it seems abittidicnloQs. 



,/ 


!; i »• 

m. 




i 







ss 3 :.- 

«e 

% 

sSff** ... 


' 

ct* z 




e 

JfcsC: - 
iSKs:-- 

Kri:r.- • 
Biz 


w*-': tinker. 



to free the world of foe perpetuation of 
violence and terrorism.” 


“1 am quite proud that at the end of foe 
20th century I have begun a sort of 


CHINA: Officials Acknowledge Extent of Crime and Corruption in Judicial System 


dialogue between civilizations and 
countries and different people and cul- 
tures," he said. 

Neither Mr. D’Alema nor Mr. 
Khatami made any direct reference to 
human rights problems in Iran. But the 
Italian indicated that foe West would be 
watching Iran's domestic situation. 

"We are looking with interest at the 
new openness with which Iran is looking 
at Europe," Mr. D’Alema said. 

“For us the respect of human rights 
and liberties are the irrevocable ele- 
ments upon which we base dialogue,” 
he said. 

“I think that oar relationship can 
grow in a very productive and rich 
way.” the Italian leader added, and 
stressed that foe three-day visit was 
showing benefits. 

Italy and Iran signed a general co- 
operation accord Wednesday, an accord 
for mutual promotion and protection of 
investments, a memorandum of under- 
standing to combat dreg trafficking and 
another to increase scientific and tech- 
nical cooperation. 

The agreements follow closely a $540 
million energy deal signed March I by 
Eif Aquitaine of France and ENI, tire 
state-controlled Italian energy company, 
with foe state-run National Iranian Oil 
Co. 


Continued from Page 1 


chiefs and 1.7 14 county beads. 


Despite intense security, eggs were 
thrown at Mr. Khatami's limousine as he 


was driven through central Rome. 

The police said they had detained five 
Iranian protesters but had made no ar- 
rests for the egg-throwing. 

Three banians evidently planning a 
demonstration were detained earlier in a 
square near central Piazza Venezia. 


told a meeting of delegates from Henan 
Province. 

“These reports were real,” Li Darxa- 
in. tire chief judge in Henan, told the 
same meeting. 

“The quality of our judges is just not 
high enough,” Judge Li said. “Most 
haven’t gone to college.” He added, 
“They look at the cocat like an iron 
ricebowL They put their sous and daugh- 
ters oq the payroll and I can't do any- 
thing about it” 

Among the highlights of the two re- 
ports Wednesday were alarming statis- 
tics about the growth of crime and cor- 
ruption last year. The number of judges 
and staff convicted of abusing power 
jumped from 1,051 in 1997 to 2,512. 
Some 1.401 prosecutors and staff were 
either disciplined or prosecuted as well. 
More than 4,200 “unqualified” judicial 
workers were dismissed nationwide. 

Prosecutors censured police 70,992 
times for detaining people beyond the 
legal limit. 

Investigations were also launched in- 
to cases where witnesses or suspects 
were killed or injured while in the cus- 
tody of police or prosecutors. The num- 
ber of verdicts overthrown by China’s 
courts jumped five times to 12,045. 
Cases involving financial mismanage- 
ment jumped 400 percent Cases in- 
volving financial fraud doubled. 

Prosecutors indicted more than two- 
thirds of foe more than 40,000 officials 
investigated on corruption charges. 
More than S534 million of tribes were 
involved. Among the biggest cases were 
three officials equal in rank to provincial 
governors, 103 provincial department 


The number of people sentenced for 
30.7 6 


crimes overall rose 30.76 percent to 
530,000. The number of executions in- 
creased although China did not reveal the 
numbers. Amnesty International re- 
ported that China executed more than 
1,876 people in 1997 and 4367 in 1996. 

The reports by both Mr. Han and Mr. 
Xiao reflected Communist Party con- 
cerns about social unrest Mr. Han said 
that priorities this year would be focused 
on those people engaged in activities 


against national safety, a euphemism for 
democratic activists, as well as econom- 
ic and violent crimes. 

Both reports also stressed that judicial 
work should be earned out mvier die 
of the Communist Party. 
Western legal scholars, who have worked 
with China for years, say that only when 
China begins to remove the party from tire 
courtroom will real legal reform begin. 

StilL at the meeting of Henan del- 
egates, China’s members of Parliament 
seemed genuinely moved by the reports. 


Delegates yelled across tire table, swap- 
ping stories about police texture, mis- 
treatment of prisoners and illegal sen- 
tences. Many of them bemoaned the 
quality of Qrioa’s judges and prose- 
cutors. 

Judge Li said, “The quality of the 
officials is extremely low. We get some 
of the officials to study law — we ask 
them to do it all foe time — but we don’t 
know if they learn any lessons, I don’t 
think these problems will be solved by 
one or two campaigns . " 


StM -V 

■ Question Raised on fbendt BafeS 

Analysts said tire takeover bid had; • 
thrown into question France [s role in (p 

future consolidation of foe B 

banking sector and was likely to i 
scrutiny from antitrust authorities- in] 
Brussels and in Paris, The Associated] 
Press reported from Paris. 

The takeover move also was seen as ! 
an attempt to pre-empt a foreign) 
takeover bid for French banks. 

“What worries me is that this is at 
Franco-Freach solution,” said Bruno! 
Eudes, a trader with the taokeragehotHC [ 
MeeschaertrRoosselle. “It doesn’t add j 
much to tire banks' international com- j 
Lveness and excludes any fixe 
from getting a frig share of 





SABAH: Vote in Remote State Is a Crucial Test for Mahathir 


Continued from Page 1 


Kiulu, estimates that the average 
monthly family income in his district is 
around 300 ringgit ($78.95 ). 

With such low income levels, patties 
often distribute tilings like water tanks or 
cooking gas canisters — or cash — in an 
effort to garner votes. 

But perhaps Mr. Mahathir's biggest 
challenge in Sabah is overcoming the 
resentment foot many Sabahans harbor 
toward foe government Many residents 
of tire resource-rich state say they fee! 
they are being colonized by Kuala Lum- 
pur, an ironic twist for Mr. Mahathir, 
who often warns that Malaysia could 
undergo neocolonization by the West. 

For his part, Mr. Mahathir has made it 
clear that if he loses in Sabah, federal rid 
to the state will be curtailed. 

“We will only give to tire BN gov- 
ernment in Sabah,” he said last week, 
referring to his coalition, foe Barisan 
Nasrooal. “We will not help tire op- 


position since we do not receive any 
assistance from them," 

The comments angered Joseph Pairin 
Kitingan, the leader of foe state’s biggest 
ethnic group and the main challenger to 
Mr. Mahathir's coalition. “This state is 
part of Malaysia,” he said Tuesday. 

‘The people are taxpayers.” 

He added: “Yon can criticize Amer- 
ica for imposing sanctions on Iraq but 
you should not impose sanctions on one 
of your own states.” The contrast be- 
tween Mr. Mahathir's and Mr. Panin’s 


with posters and banners crowding al- 
most every intersection here and lining 
even the most remote rural road. 

There is a third major party led by a 
former chief minister, Haros Salleh, and 
dozens of other contenders from more 
obscure parties, not to mention inde- 
pendents. An told, there are [99 can- 
didates for 48 seats. 

With no tradition of opinion polls in 
Malaysia, predicting an election's out- 


campaign 
Mr. MaJ 


styles is striking. 

t. Mahathir and other top ministers 
talk in plain terms of money and de- 
velopment for Sabah. 

Mr. Pairin and other members of his 
party appeal to sentiment and justice for 
the state. When Mr. Pairin emerges from 
his car at party rallies, his supportere shout 
“Unity!” They mean unity for Sabah. 

But Mr. Pairin and Mr. Mahathir are 
not the only ringleaders in an election that 
has already takas on a circus atmosphere. 


pome is pfteaijpst speculation, especially 

ip for Mr. 


in Sabah. Perhaps one leg up 

Mahathir's party is the redrawn electoral 
map, which was completed in 1995. 

Sabah now has more Muslim-dom- 
inated districts, which going by “pen- 
insular logic’ ’ would seem to benefit Mr. 




Mahathir’s Muslim party. 

ith29ethni 


But in a state with 29etimic groups and 
plenty of intermarriage, votes are said to 
be less driven by racial or religious con- 
siderations than on the peninsula. 

& Ut 


‘A lot of Muslim friends of mine 
have family members in three different 


parties,” said Mr. Valentine, the lawyer- 
“That’s the extent erf tire confusion/' - 
If foe last elections are anything to go 
by, tire final make-up of me state leg- 
islature might not be known fix weeks, i 
La 1994, Mr. Pairin’s party woo 2 5 
seats and Mr. Mahathir’s coalition 23*^ 
But Mr. Pairin ’s go vernmen t fell a 
month later, after party members de- 
fected to Mr. Mahathir’s side. i 
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With the Latest Programs, It’s Simple to Become a Hacker 



By Michael E. Rnane 

Washington Pan Service 

WASHINGTON — K used to be that yoa had to have 
some know-how to crash a kerneL It would take all night to 
snoop a connection, smash a stack or cxack a password. You 
could work forever trying to get to root 

Not anymore. 

Nowadays, any fresh-faced newbie can download a 
kiddie script, fire off a vulnerability scan and, in no time, 
come up with a nice, juicy target list 

It’s enough to make veteran hackers — the handful of 
computer wizards who speak a colorful language that once 
was all their own — break down and cry. 

But it's true. Along with the breathtaking advances in 
computer technology has come a vast proliferation of easy, 
ready-to-use computer hacking programs, freely available 
on the Internet, and a boon to greenhorn hackers. 

“7711$ is your nephew or your cousin,” said Peter 
Tippett, president of the International Computer Security 
Association in Reston, Virginia. “It's a kid who says, ‘This 


seems kind of cooL Let me just lake this tool and aim it at 
Ford Motor Co.’” 

They use programs — called “exploits,” “tools” or 
“attacks" — with names like “Smurf,” “Teardrop” ami 
“John the Ripper.” 

Some are so-called denial of service programs, which 
sneak or barge in and overwhelm a targeted system, shut- 
ting it down. Others are “vulnerability scanners,” which 
search die Net for a host with specific weaknesses to be 
exploited later. Still others are “penetration" attacks that 
break in and take control 

Some attacks use a “Trojan Horse" — benign-looking 
beut with an exploit concealed Inside. Others “spoof," 
using a bogus ID. Still others lie in wait and spring when an 
unsuspecting victim visits. 

A few are simply “sniff the traffic” on the Internet. 

There are hundreds of them. So many that some have 
been given the name kiddie scripts, because of their sim- 
plicity of use. Those who launch them are called, of course. 

See HACKERS, Page 14 
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*BNP Chief’s Reputation Is Built on Turnarounds 


By Gregory Viscusi 

Bloomberg News 

PARIS — Michel Pebereau, the 
chief executive of Basque Nationale 
de Pans SA, has bees turned away 
from so many parties he finally de- 
cided to crash one. 

He did not choose just any party. 
With his $38 billion hostile bid for 
Societe Generale SA and Paribas SA, 
he is attempting to create the world’s 
first $1 trillion bank in teams of assets. 
Societe Generate and Paribas were 
already in the process of combining to 
create what will be Europe’s second 
biggest bank. 

BNP was thwarted in attempts to 
buy controlof CreditLyonnais SAand 
CIC S A and was left out when Societe 
Generate and Paribas agreed to merge 
r, last month. In 1995, Mr. Pfcberean 
'/tried unsuccessfully to merge BNP 
with die Cie. de Suez financial group 
and the UAP insurance company. 

All those were friendly attempts, 
initiated in Parisian boardrooms. Now 
he has made an all-stock public bid, 
which Societe General and Paribas 
have said is hostile. The bid values due 
two banks at about $19 billion each. 

BNP offered 15 of its shares for 
seven Societe Generale shares, a 


value of 165.87 euros ($180.79) per 
share, or a premium of 14 percent 
above the closing price Tuesday. The 
bank is also offering 11 of its shares 
for eight Paribas shares. That values 
Paribas at 106.43 euzos, 18 percent 
above its dosing price Tuesday. 

Elie Cohen, head of research at the 
research institute CNRS, said: “Da the 
past he has either bid too low, or other 
bankers have refused to work under 
him because he's brilliant, author- 
itarian, and imposes himself on man- 


going on, he felt he had noroom left to 
move. So be decided to go for it-" 

Mr. Peberean, 57, has developed a 
reputation as an expert in corporate 
turnar ounds that began when he was 
chairman at Credit Commercial de 
France, the sixth- biggest French 
bank. At BNP, he toughened credit 
controls, cat costs as a percentage of 
revenue by 13 percent and kept the 
bank out of real estate lending. 

When he joined BNP as chief ex- 
ecutive in 1993, the bank earned 1 
billion francs ($175 milli on). Profit 
has since grown every year, reaching 
1.1 billion euros in 1998. 

Mr. Peberean has focused on retail 
banking, especially for wealthier cli- 
ents, and has cut costs, partly by elim- 


inating management positions and re- 
organizing the bank by products 
rather than geography. Costs that used 
to eat up 75 percent of revenue are 
now down to about 65 percent. 

“Hist of aB, one most stress that 
he’s done a remarkable job at BNP," 
Mr. Cohen said. 

One reason banks have not wanted 
to merge with BNP is Mr. Peberean ’s 
demanding character, and his tend- 
ency to want to do things alone, ana- 
lysts said. 

“He has presented this merger as a 
one-man vision, without designating 
who the key people wOl be behind 
him," said Robert Boublil of the Paris 
brokerage Wargny. “That’s in con- 
trast with SocGen and Paribas, which 
from the start presented a full man- 
agement team." 

Mr. Pebereau graduated from the 
Ecok Polytechnique, the premier en- 
gineping school in Ranee, and also 
studied at the Ecole Nationale d’ Ad- 
ministration, where die country’s top 
civil servants are trained. 

Starting in 1967 as a government 
auditor, traditionally a stepping stone 
to the top ranks of French civil ser- 
vants, he became head of the Paris 
Club from 1976 to 1978 and chief of 
staff for Economics Minister Rene 


Monory from 1978 to 1980. 

He wanted to become Treasury di- 
rector, but quit government in 1982 
because the Socialist government 
elected the year before was nation- 
alizing Reach banks and industrial 
companies. Mr. Pebereau, who had 
also worked as an adviser in the office 
of then Finance Minis ter Valery Gis- 
card d’Estaing, is linke d to France's 
center-right political parties. 

Just as the Societe General chief 
executive, Daniel Bouton, would do 
10 years later, Mr. Pebereau made the 
switch from civil servant to banker. 
Becoming managing director of 
Credit Commercial de France, he rose 
to c hairman in 1987 after tie bank 
was sold to die public soon after cen- 
ter-right parties returned to power. 

At bom CCF and BNP, Mr. Peber- 
ean sacrificed size fra profitability , cut- 
ting down an lending to control nsk. 

What he foiled to do was find a 
partner for either bank. Instead, over 
the past year, France’s mutual b anks 
bought CIC, the government decided 
to sell Credit Lyonnais to the public 
instead of to a single bank and Societe 
Generale and Paribas announced their 
deal — all transactions that left BNP 
looking increasingly isolated and 
small 
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CHINA ON-LINE — Bill Gates announ- 
cing a big Internet deal in China. Page 14. 
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For Investment Bankers, RJR Nabisco Has Been a Fountain of Fees 


Nabisco Food Ts 

7 : : ^ ft ' C *!• 

% |&i 

IP 


Tv 

liir 1 



1 ppm 


8 JL II 



By Laura M. Holson 
and James StemgoM 

New York Tones Service . 

NEW YORK — Wall Street has always 
found creative ways to make money. Butpirob- 
ably no other company over the years has done 
more to enrich the coffers of investment 
bankers than RJR Nabisco Holdings Corp. 

Even back in 1985, when RJ. Reynolds 
Tobacco CO. first acquired Nabisco Brands for 
$4.9 billion — the fourtb-largest deal that year 
— bankers walked away with $19 million in 
advisory fees, including Morgan Stanley, 
Shearson Lehman and Dillon Read. 

Not a tiny sum then, and not a tiny sum now. 
J.P. Morgan & Co. and Goldman, Sachs A Co. 
earned about $20 million last year when Exxon 
Corp. bought Mobil Corp. in the largest ac- 
quisition ever. (True, the chief executives of 
Exxon and Mobil were the real deal-makers in 
that transaction.) 

The sale and subsequent spin-off of RJR 
Nabisco’s domestic tobacco unit, announced 


Tuesday, guarantees bankers fat paychecks for 
m onths to come. RJR Nabisco was loath to 
disclose just how much the company paid Mer- 
rill Lynch & Co., Morgan Stanley Dean Witter 
and the law firm of Davis Polk A WardweU, 
who advised them on the $8 billion sale of the 
company's international tobacco business. But 
merger experts say that they, along with Sa- 
lomon Smith Barney, which advised the buyer, 
Japan Tobacco, could reap between $30 million 
arid $40 million for that transaction alone. 

But no deal made bankers as notoriously 
wealthy as Kohlberg, Kravis, Roberts & Co.’s 
two-month battle for RJR Nabisco in 1988. 

According to Securities and Exchange Com- 
mission filing s, $325 million was paid up front 
to about 200 commercial banks for providing 
$14 3 billion in financing for the buyout. 

Hums aiding Kohlbexg, Kravis in its successful 
bid were among those to benefit the most 
The now defunct Drexel Burnham Lambert 
reaped $227 million. Morgan Stanley and 
Wasserstein Perella each got $25 million- Mer- 
rill Lynch A Co. got $109 million for its role in 
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nvpstors in RJR Nabisco have wanted to see Its California and Rockefeller Center m New York- 
Many Uagaesses separated. The spin-off Shareholders registered their disapproval of the deal Fish- 

O tobacco^uro^^ ^ to do 18 _ ing Japan Tobacco’s share price down 4.76 percent to 1 million 
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Investors Say Japan Tobacco Overpaid 

By Stephanie Strom 

Nm York Tones Service 

TOKYO — Investors, ana- 
lysts and business people 
gasped Wednesday at me $8 
bShon thatJapan Tobacco Inc., 
the former cigarette monopoly 
here, is paying for RJR Nabisco 
Holding Corp.’s international 
tobacco business. 

That price was roughly $1.5 
billion more than RJR had ex- 
pected to get for the business, 

and it left many here 

gr umbling that Japanese 

companies had foiled to team Smokers in a Tokyo train station; Japan Tobacco’s domestic market is shrinking, 
any lessons from their last 

Spending Spree, when they were notorious for overpaying fear yen ($823.05) in heavy trading. 
nyt overseas assets such as the golf course at Pebble Beach in “My main concern is the price,’’ said Keiko Sasaki, an 
Hs California and Rockefeller Center in New York. analyst at ING Barings in Tokyo. ‘ ‘Even after attending their 

Shareholders registered their disapproval of the deal, push- analysts’ meeting today, I’m still not sure whether they can 
ing Japan Tobacco’s share price down 4.76 percent to 1 million really justify the costs.” 

She suggested that thepurchase was a defensive onejiiat if 
— ^ ^ — — — mm mmm — one of the world’s two tobacco giants — Philip Morris Cos. or 
■HB# M AVEC British Ameri can Tobacco PLC — had bought the RJR 

* * wEm** business, Japan Tobacco would have faced a grim future. But 

7~~ _ ,| .. . . Uow .L i n the purchase still leaves Japan Tobacco a distant third in the 

Other Dollar Values March 10 gi 0 ^j tobacco market, excluding cigarette manufacturers 

camey pits cm**** pits amum Ptri cmawy pms the Chinese government 

SSS S? 1SK~ & , Jajan Tobacco's businessin Japeo has matured, aiidL^en 

RfsAaitf i JB 7 iiknitt B9HLD pv&Lnp— j&m s. Kona wo 1232J Japan s aging population, the market is likely to shrink m 
ctfiMniHH 4M35 MM. 4tea pm-pw* wx w«m$ an coming years. The company’s market share has slipped since 
25to£E aS? SSSSSfSS ZUB tSSum aSi the government deregulated the business in 1986, and while it 

Gmitpmi uiat MAiuioi]. nw Mi^i ns3 uaembo un has made inroads into South Korea, Taiwan and Other Asian 

H 1 **"** 7 niftfr npf 0 ” *** 9757 ■ nw *™' s L73 VrDK - b0 ® v- 57475 markets, if has had trouble breaking into Western ones. The 

s “ er government still owns 80 percent of the company, although it 

Eu ropean Cross Hates plans to sell more of its shares this year. 

TS CT mi W M » W Ml M Ml The RJR purchase does bring access to Western Europe, 

SAT ».». w ‘ Kre ^ 6 re cent 01 

204414 Susies tiw 9J4 ea isos i.i7M7up U 737 2 wi *2 347.17 wheieithasa 1 2pCTCflni snare, and Ca n a na, where it has a solid 
Ym 5js i 2 wi 2 ui zu>« os ut »m tM o7»oi 13 peiccait of the market Japan Tobacco has tried to diversify 

rtortTrwr-j — 34.1109 2 JT 43 24»77 74015-17472 07107 &2441 0804 027m in recent years, moving into pharmaceuticals and other areas, 
vmt txa tvw but 98 percent of its revenue still comes from tobacco sales. 

SSS1SS .W “ iSJ 7 d£ Si SS iS -TcAadCO is daily Japan Tobacco’s coretasiness, and the 

6m. Mnk aun 4MA 03»9 029W — Z4B34 n.im ojB7s 077B4 1.I7SS company has been trying to enter the overseas market and 
!S-!M Sul a»2 noiazAsiM ’“HZ S SS 1 . 1 S findmgit takes a long time to establish brand names and sales 
imlml oi«n S4&29 03704 0334 1.1247 2 Jwi oii3B — ram um 5 and production netwodts," said Yoko Fujti, a tobacco analyst 
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the financing. And Kohlberg, Kravis itself pock- 
eted $75 million in fees from its investors. 

According to an account in the book “Bar- 
barians at the Gate,” the 1989 bestseller that 
chronicled the RJR battle, Richard Beattie, now 
chairman of the law firm Simpson, Thacher & 
Bartlett, even joked about it. “It’s wonderful to 
see all these friends of KKR here tonight,” he is 
reported to have said in front of 400 people at 
the celebratory dinner Henry Kravis threw in 
the Pierre Hotel’s grand ballroom. “To think it 
only took a billion dollars in fees to get us all 
together" 

Bankers representing RJR Nabisco also fared 
well. Dillon Read and Lazard Freres & Co. each 
earned $14 million for advising RJR’s board. 
And there was plenty of more money to be 
made, especially with 1 »tw financings and cor- 
porate restructuring. 

For instance, in 1995, several investment 
banks, including Goldman Sachs, earned a total 
of $46.8 million in underwriting fees in Nabisco 
Holdings Inc.’s $1.1 billion stock offering, ac- 
cording to Securities Data Co. 
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Daimler 
Quits Talks 
With Nissan 

Japanese Automaker 
Discussing Other Tie-Ups 

By Stephanie Strom 

New York Times Service ' 

TOKYO — Once ag ain, the future of 
Japan's second-largest car maker, the 
Nissan Motor Co., is uncertain. 

DaimierChrysler AG announced 
Wednesday that it was walking away 
from negotiations with Nissan over a 
stake in both the troubled automaker 
and its equally troubled truckmaking 
affiliate, Nissan Diesel. 

“We discussed the options in a very 
open and in a very cordial atmosphere, 
but in the end we decided against a 
stake," said Juergen Schrempp, the 
chairman of DaimleiChry Iser. “We had 
to accept that the opportunities a close 
relationship with Nissan offer are not 
achievable as quickly and smoothly as 
initially expected," he said in a brief 
written statement. 

That ended one topic of speculation 
and debate only to renew another. What 
will happen to Nissan? 

With known debts of more than $20 
billion, declining sales in two of its three 
major markets, a cost structure high 
even by Japanese standards and min- 
imal plans for fixing its problems, the 
outlook for the company is grim. 

Nissan had little comment “It's true, 
our negotiations about a tie-up with 
DaimierChrysler have ended," said 
Masataka Salto, a Nissan spokesman. 
“Other negotiations about potential tie- 
ups are continuing. ’ ’ 

Renault, the French car company, 
said it was continuing talks with Nissan, 
but those discussions are believed to be 
far less advanced than those with 
DaimierChrysler. Analysts consider a 
deal between Nissan and Renault a long 
shot because of Renault's relatively 
small size and its balance sheet, which, 
while much improved, still bears a high 
level of debt 

In Geneva, where automobile exec- 
utives were attending the annual 
Geneva automobile show, Daimler's 
decision surprised almost everyone. Ru- 
mors have been flying for weeks that 
Nissan was close to a deal with Daimler, 
and the Japanese press has reported ou 
at least one occasion that they two had 
even reached an agreement 

At the Geneva show, Renault's chair- 
man, Louis Schweitzer, said the com- 
pany was proceeding with an in-depth 
study of its options related to Nissan, 
although he said the hurdles were high. 

“We have always underlined that it 
was an opportunity but not an easy one, 
for reasons linked to the business itself 
and linked to cultural barriers,” he was 
quoted as saying by Agence France- 
Presse. 

Indeed, those reasons and barriers 
Mr. Schweitzer alluded to — namely, 
Nissan’s debts and its very traditional 
Japanese management — are what are 
believed to have stymied a deal with 
DaimierChrysler. 

“I’m telling my clients that this deal 
broke down because it could not get 
over the bardies posed by the debt and : 
by the issue of control," said Peter 
Boardman, an auto analyst at Warburg 
Dillon Read in Tokyo. 

Mr. Boardman does not, however, be- 
lieve DaimlerChrysler’s exit throws Nis- 

See DAIMLER, Page 15 
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Dollar Falls Rebound in Oil Prices Powers Dow to Record 










As Fears Ebb 
Of Rate Rise 


amMtoOvS^FHMDiV**a 

NEW YORK — The dollar fell 
against the yen and the euro Wed- 
nesday on speculation that mild in- 
flation data in fee United State 
would ensure that interest rates re- 
main steady. 

“Fear of an immine nt rate hike, 
which had brought short-term buy- 
ing in the dollar, has been phased out 


CiM^byOvSicffFmmDniaKkB 

NEW YORK — Blue-chip stocks rose to a 
record Wednesday as a surge in the price of crude 
oil bolstered shares in oil producers and the 
companies that supply and service them. 

le Dow Jones industrial average rose 79.08 


points to an all-time high of 9,772.84. The Stan- 


F0RE1GN EXCHANGE 


Source: Bloomberg, Reuters 


fnlcroankmal Hrrald Trihgnr 


Very briefly: 


• Brylane Lnc., a U.S. catalog retailer, accepted a sweetened 
$21 1 milli on takeover offer of $24.50 per share from Pinault- 

tne French company to 


Priotemps-Redoute SA, allowing 
accelerate its expansion into the United States. 

• Boeing Co. has rolled out the first two next-generation 737s. 
The jets will now be built at the rate of 24 per month, the 
highest ever for a single commercial airplane model. 
•Thomson Carp., publisher of the national Globe & Mall 
newspaper in Canada, posted fourth-quarter profit of $279 
million, up 12 percent from a year ago. lifted oy gains in its 
financial, legal and newspaper units. 

•Brazil’s congress approved a check tax worth 16 billion 
reals ($7.4 billion) a year, a key step to ensuring continued aid 
from the International Monetary Fund. 

•Toys ‘R 1 Us Inc. said fourth-quarter profit fell 1 8 percent, to 
$310 million, as Christmas shoppers flocked to discount 
chains such as Wal-Mart Stores Inc. rather than the specialty 
toy retailer. 

• General Motors Corp. agreed to buy more than $1 billion in 
recycled aluminum over 13 years from Imco Recycling Inc., 
a key step in cutting pollution by making vehicles lighter. 

Bloomberg, Reuters 


for the time being,'’ said Kail Hal- 
ligan, chief trader at CIC Bank New 
York. Traders bny dollars when they 
expect a rate rise because higher 
rates increase returns on dollar de- 
posits. 

Traders also said that a rally on 
the Japanese stock market was help- 
ing the yen. 

“The perception of the market is 
that Japanese stocks are recovering 
and the financial market has sta- 
bilized,' ’ said Jeff Yu, senior trader 
at Sanwa Bank. “The flow now 
seems to be selling dollars and buy- 
ing yen.” 

At 4 P.M. in New York, the dollar 
was at 119.750 yen, down from 
121>50 yen Tuesday. The euro rose 
to 51.0945 from $1.0894 and the 
pound rose to $1.6265 from 
$1.6148. The dollar fell to 1.4595 
Swiss francs from 1 .4674 francs. 

On Tuesday, Alan Greenspan, the 
chairman of the Federal Reserve 
Board, confirmed what economic 
reports had indicated when he said 
that there were “no obvious signs'’ 
of inflation accelerating, even as the 
world’s largest economy thrives. 

Wage growth for February, re- 
leased Friday, slowed more than 
analysts had forecast. And a report 
Tuesday showed that noofarm pro- 
ductivity increased more than ex- 
pected in the last quarter of 1998. 

( Bloomberg . Bridge News) 


& Poor’s 500 index also hit a record, rising 
7.00 points io 1,286.84. The Nasdaq composite 
index finished 13.07 points higher, at 2,406.01, 
short of the record of 2*510.09 set Feb. 1 . Seven 
stocks rose for every six that fell on the New York 
Stock Exchange. 

Oil stocks rose after fo or of the world 's top oil- 
producing countries said ’they were working to- 
ward an agreement to cut supplies. (Page 15) 
“Portfolio managers are all dying to bny oil 
service” shares such as Schiumberger and Hal- 
liburton, said William Brown 3d, president of 
W.H- Brown & Co., an oil consulting firm. An 
agreement to cut production “would have sig- 
nificant implications for oil stocks. ' ’ 
Schiumberger rose 3 3/16 at 5816, while Hal- 
liburton gained 4VS to 3616. Among the big oil 


3V4, Exxon rose 3W to 73 3/16 and Texaco 
gained 4 9/16 to 53 3/16. 

Treasury bond prices fell as corporations led 
Freddie Mac and Lucent Technologies sold 
.71 billion of debt, and as other companies 
m! to sell as much as $9 billion more, 
price of the benchmark 30-year Treasury 


& 


US. STOCKS 


* po**fcI 

^S^ystems fell 15/1« to 104W°n reports 
^^Sorfc-equipnieat company had 

s A?* ■ssa; 


bond fell 13/32 point to95 17/32, pushing its yield 
up to 5.56 percent from 5.53 percent Tuesday. 

Charles Fradilla, chief investment strategist at 
SG Co wen Securities, said feat while invest- 
ments from Japan were temporarily stalled be- 
cause Japan’s fiscal year ends March 31, feeze 
was still great interest on the part of Japanese 
investors in U.S. stocks and bonds. 

“Interest rate in Japan are essentially zero, 
and there is tremendous interest in U.S. se- 
curities,’ ’ Mr. FradiDa said. 

Computer Associates tumbled 5 1/16 to 34 
15/16 after an analyst at Morgan Stanley down- 


I grew that 
tes would | 

5a it had hired Morgan Stanley Dean 
Witter’ to find buyers other than 
Northern Telecom rose 4 to 62 after the Ca- 
nadian maker of atoms eamnment 

said AT&T was testing its rat 
between the compares "odd be a 
blow to Lucent Technologies. AT&T has tra- 
ditionally bought most of its switdmiggearfrMa 

Lucent, a former division. Lucent fell 21A to 106 
L^craii,an*m» (Bloomberg, AP, AFP) 


Gates Makes a Deal With China to Expand Internet Use 


The Associated Press 

SHENZHEN, China — Microsoft Corp., 
eyeing a restricted but rapidly growing Internet 
market in China, said Wednesday it would offer 
new systems to allow Chinese to download 
movies, music, electronic mail and other ser- 
vices in their homes. 

Microsoft's chairman, Bill Gates, vowed in an 
appearance here to “really open up Internet 
usage in a dramatic way,” as he joined forces 
with the state telephone monopoly, China Tele- 
com Group, which operates Otiuanet, the na- 
tion’s biggest Internet network. 

Mr. Gates said Microsoft also would sell the 
People's Bank of China, the central bank, 
enough software for 10.000 desktop computes 
“fee biggest agreement of its kind that we 


m 


have done.” No purchase price was disclosed. 

In the new Internet venture, with a new 
operating system called Venus, Microsoft is 
relying on electronics manufacturers to install 
fee necessary hardware in their televisions, 
computers and video equipment that are dis- 
tributed across China. 

Although Mr. Gates was vague on many of 


the specifics, the deal is intended to give his U^. 
software giant a stronger presence in China, 
where it began selling software in 1985. It also 
operates a research center in Beijing. 

Quna Telecom gains a strong foreign partner 
wife expertise in software, marketing and the 
management of on-line services. 

Mr. Gates stayed away from the Western 
media, both in Shenzhen and a day earlier in 
Hong Kong, where Microsoft announced a sim- 
ilar deal wife Hong Kong Telecom. 

It is unclear how broad Microsoft's Internet 
reach can be in China, where the Intenet has 
posed touchy policy questions for authorities 
who are encouraging its growth while also 
trying to keep tight controls on information. 

Despite threats to information dissemination 
in China, Internet use has soared. Users topped 
2. 1 milli on in 1998, a fourfold growth in a year, 
and another 1.5 million accounts are expected 
to be opened this year. 

Technology analysts said the gro w th is prob- 
ably unstoppable. 

“Sooner or later, technology will find a way 
to circumvent restrictions,' 1 said Charle Peza, a 


teleccwiimumcatioi^^anaJ^^at fee Hong Kong 

Microsoft’s venture is its second in China. It 
went to Shanghai Last year with a similar deal 
for Intenet services over handheld computers. 

■ Ddl fc Allowed to Erase Microsoft Icon 

Rajiv Chandrasekaran of The Washington 
Post reported earlier from Washington: 

Microsoft has allowed Dell Computer Corp. 
to delete tins symbol for Microsoft's Internet 
browsing s oftw are from the electronic 
“desktop” of the Windows 98 operating system 
in computers that Dell sells to businesses, a 
freedom Microsoft has aggressively dented to 
other PC manufacturers. 

The dispensation provided toDefl.theworid*s 
second-largest PC maker and a close ally of 
Microsoft’s, could pose a risk to Microsoft in its 
antitr u st fi ght with the government, according to 
some legal specialists. Microsoft has long ar- 
gued feat Internet technologies — including the 
desktop icon for its Internet Explorer browser — 
are integrated components of Windows 98 and 
cannot be altered by PC makers. 
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HACKERS: With Easily Available ‘Attack’ Programs, Beginners Learn to Strike Distant Computers 


Ti* 


^ont Seeks Drug Alliance 


Continued from Page 13 


Reuters 


PHILADELPHIA — DuPont Co. said Wednesday it was 
. . 0 lively seeking alliances wife partners in the pharmaceuticals 


idusny and unveiled plans to create a tracking stock to show 
>fi1 


off fee hidden value of its life sciences business. 

The chemical company is likely to strike a deal wife one or 
more partners by fee end of fee year, said the DuPont chief 
executive, Charles Holliday. 

Its stock closed up $4 at $575625. DuPont said it hoped to 
launch its tracking stock early next year. 


st, .pi kiddi.i. A;;a experts w. the; may account for 95 
percent of all external computer hacking attacks. 

Experts say there are now tens of thousands of hacking- 
related Web sites, and hundreds feat approach the subject 
seriously. The Pentagon, traditionally the most assailed hacking 
target on Earth, announced last week that it was investigating 
another potent attack. It undergoes 80 to 100 attacks every 
day. 

But in years past, hacking was tedious, demanding work 
that required brains and dedication There was hacker esprit. 
There was a great “signal-to-noise” ratio — intelligent talk 


vs. baloney. And there was fee hacker code: Look, but don’t 
touch. 

No longer. 

“Now people can hack without having to pay their dues,” 
said Rob Clyde, a vice president wife fee computer security 
firm Axent Technologies Inc. in Rockville, Maryland. 

* ’Yon no longer have to be an expert,” he said. “You just 
have to have time and motive. And fee motive oftentimes now 
is vandalism, destruction, just blow away stuff, destroy it, 
make it look bad” 

Sometimes it’s even worse. 

The FBI on Friday released an annual survey that it ant- 
ducts wife die San Francisco-based Computer Security In- 


stitute, reporting that c riminal hacking caused $123 million in 
losses last year and now poses a growing threat to “the rule of 
law in cyberspace.” 


Mostly, tho ugh, many experts say, the new add-water-and- 
stir hacking is for amateurs. And most of them : 


i are still pretty 


young. 


“We’re talking 95 percent of hackers are script kiddies,” 
Mr. Tippett said “We’re tatlring a million events a month 


where people run those tools to see what happens. Maybe one 
or two percent of hackers are people who know what fee tool 
actually does.” 

Peter Mell, a computer scientist at the Natiooal Institute of 
Standards and Technology in Gaithersburg, Maryland, said, 
‘ ‘Tcn yeai§- ago, if you jyanted to break into somebody’s 
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“Yon wonklmannafiy gotnthjrifrconqwtOT, try afew things, 
if it didn’t wade you’d goto another computer, try afew tilings,” 
he says. “Very tedious. You’d spend au night doing iL” 

Nowadays, a downloaded vulnerability scanner can do fee 
heavy work while the hacker is not even there. The scanner 
compiles a list of vulnerable Internet hosts, which the hacker 
can attack with another downloaded program. 1 

The actual damage done by hackers is uncertain, and some 
experts su gg ested it is overstated by a computer industry et . ta: 
to sell its services. Those experts estimate that 80 percent ^ . 

hackine comes from within a corooration rather than throuah : • 
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hacking comes from within a corporation rather than through 
outside attacks. 

Hacking lingo seems filled with military references Wo& 
“attack” and' target ’’But hacking also has — along with iisj 
own magazines and an annual convention — an idiom all its 
own, 1 

‘ ‘Crashing a kernel,” far example, refers to breaking dows( 
the core of an operating system. Smashing a stack” means’ 
taking over a vital part of a co m puter’s memory. And thej 
ul timate feat, “getting to root,” or “getting root,” means', 
seizing fu nd a m e nt al control of a target system. ! 

Mr. Mell, 26, has conducted a study of published attacks' 
flat smash, crash, seize and snoop by monitoring what people; 
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— has named the array of published attacks At Global' 
Attack Toolkit. And he has compiled a list of . fee top 2D 
recently most popular. He points out that most attacks can be 
defended with so-called patches, but a few are almost in-' 
defensible. 

One of fee most popular and one that’s tough to counter isj 
“S tnurf.” “It’s an attack where you overwhelm an enemy! 
system wife a huge number of information, packets,” be said,: 
“and their computer simply can’t handle all of the packets. 
The computer shuts down. If it’s a Web site, fee Web sue sf — 
working. If it's the router going into the White House, 
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‘Tog^her, the exploit scrcpt Web sites form an att-nck tool 
kit fea t is available to literally everyone in the world,” he 
wrote. “Somewhere cm the Internet, there exists a host vul- 
nerable to almost every attack, and s canning tools are readily 
available to find that host” 


INTEREST RATES 


5435X0 

535&OD 


2-MONTH STERLING OJTTO 


103600 

1 036X0 


REVERSE STQOC SPLIT 
Amftdi Systems I for 2 reverie spa. 


INCREASED 

O ^45 Ml 4-29 
BcfUafrWJt Q .13 3-19 4-1 

IntoxpcPolirairg A .16 3-19 *-15 

itfftcTedi a .0475 3-19 4-1 

Dominion Rlty Q 365 4-16 430 


ARten ResjOy 
BV.WJt. 


REDUCED 

FTteOnwn Indus Q X6 4-30 5-28 


Gnrtf Bras A 
Greif Bros B 
Hultenu InmSxo M 
Hama Fin Bncp O 
imurMimlliico M 
InvGta Mum Inca M 
Jones Phaimo Q 
U.CmmdBK Q 
Ut terly F ind Q 

§ 

Winston HoMte Q 


0808 331 
.12 3-18 
.18 MB 
J*5 3-15 
X3 3-19 
-OM 3-22 
X35 332 
X3 3-19 
XB 3-24 
.10 >1 
XS f 16 
385 3-17 
■03 3-19 
.1025 3-31 
JUS Ml 
-28 Ml 


3-23 4-13 
3-24 4-5 


4-15 

4-1 

4-1 

3- 31 

4- 1 
Ml 
3-31 

4-1 

4-1 

8*15 


HOCSMjMP KMER) 

MMC lbs.- cams per b. 

Apr 99 4X40 42.10 43X0 +035 

JOT 99 55.72 5475 5X45 +*70 

JW 99 5X80 55X0 5X70 +1X0 

~ 1 99 5670 5X40 5670 +X43 

S5J5 5440 55.12 +812 


HW Low data a* o Op inf 


gg. Kda 9.879 Tiny sate* 7X44 

Tun aaon u 43.m up 201 


US99 
1 1.297 
4401 
4.133 
4789 


4-15 

3- 30 

4- 18 
4-M 
4-16 


PORE BELLIES KMER) 

40000 tes.- ends par Ite 
Mar 99 5100 49.10 50J0 +8S 

May99 5140 51 JK 5105 -0X5 

Ji4T9 5300 5235 5170 +4U5 

Est sates 1,131 Tteresda UHM 
Tuas apan hit 40S4, off 102 


Financial 

USTWLLSICMES) 

Sn mlDan- ah o( 100 pd. 

Mre99 «55 9X52 9302 Undl. 1020 
too 99 9542 9506 9540 +803 1043 

E*j.xflBB342Ttar» notes 244 
TUnup4QkdX663.DO 3 


£500X00 
Mar 99 
juttn 
Sag 99 
Dac 99 
Mar 00 
junn 
Sap 00 
Dae 00 
Mar 01 


100 r 


_ — 94546 +0X10 159006 

94400 W730 947C5+&.XM 106740 
94X40 94760 94X25 +0XTO 1B8904 
94030 P4J40 94605 +8085 148310 
94750 94660 94740 +OX95 135973 
9*700 9*090 BUBO +4X95 108223 
94000 94010 94500 +Oj3W 75396 

9*460 94400 94X50 +0X70 

94486 94440 94481 +0X60 
EsL nates 145928 Pivtsdtet: 145455 
Pre«. apan kit: 1,179031 up 9764 


XHJSNTOILOPB 

ILS. OaNan par bare! - tats al 1000 bantu 
Apr 99 1203 11J2 1246 +000 8307 

May 99 12X0 1107 1200 + 0X6 64855 

Jan 99 1281 1104 1204 + 002 44179 

July 99 1244 1106 1204 + 088 18315 

Aug 99 1251 1210 13X3 + 002 7 056 

E*b aateta 101406 . Pre». sates : 87,733 
Plan. apM U fa 252039 up 4723 


Wednesday March 10 

Government Debt 


Stock Indexes 
SFCOMP INDEX (CMER) 

2S0Xtedw 

M«99 12B9X0127SJ01286JO +670 257.139 
JUH99 1301 JO1HB00 1299X0 +6JQ 151000 
Sip 99 1303X01303X01303X0 -LOT 2998 
EaL Bin NATOn sates 171,127 
■nw* Often M 417X01. 004119 


354 

2608 

1X37 


INITIAL 

HenhaHqspTnt - .18 3-31 630 


soAayYCNag 


X6 4-15 


sbavADRj 8-p°n*te In 
"adf^^T '.9Qrtec1y7 


5 YR TREASURY (CBOT) 

sioaxoo Mta- Mi & 640n or ioo pd 

sfe m fio+sa news i« a -10 470 m 

Jon 99 11 V29 111-14 m-19 -07107062 

S*p» J11-06 111*04 11103 -W St3 
EsL totes 48X00 Tim sates M.955 
Tun Often lot 3662*7, op 6.512 


COCOA OKSQ 

ileSn-»l 


Food 


» YB TREASURY (CBOT) 


U$. Stock Tables Explained 


5otej figure* are unatltclai. Ysciiy htgte rod tows retted 1h« previous 52 wwfcs plus lha 
current week tort noMta loftsltmtlliiodoy. Whurtaspfff wstortUMdentfamounitog to 25 
pwiam or mrwtKODwn pa W,tiwy«arahlflh-tow range sod fflwWMd am shown torthe new 
stocks only. Uote»atti*rt^ran»8rtrt« of dhrWemlioreMWriifisltorsrtmMTh bond on 
Ow Iotas) ctedoratton. 

a - fflrtHml ateo o3ro (j). b - annual rate of otvktond phn stock cflYlderel c - BquWcfflng 
dM^smtce-PEaxoadi99jU'eaM.e-nswymtYkiw.6t-Joaln1hsiaa912tnoritia. 
8 - dWtend dadarad or paid In iNKKSng 12 moMtn. f- annual rale, Inaodttd on tatf 
dedarattaiL g- dkuma In Conadat ftffld* suhpet to IS% noa-mUmee fac. i - dMdend 

dBCfa™doOWBrt^poritix*iMIeiid.i-dMdoodpald1tftwarifl*nltle4d«lair»ilori» 
adfcrtl Mean of Most dMdand mwflng. k - dMdam ttedared or paid Urta ytsc on 
ooaimutaflvt issuowMi (Mdeods toBteare.m -Bimuol rat8 ndacMan hot dedarefion. 
D«newtastMln1lKipastStinak8ThehloMo« rango begin* wmiltw start of tradtog. 
od- not Ary d80iwy.p -WBo) dnrtcteudoimwlroti wikwwn. p/E-pfk»-eflmta83inte. 
O'dosettxndinuliMl wpd.r-ffl«fd«nd declared or paid bi pneMOngia north*, plus stack 
dMdHd. 1 - 1 M 1 sfiU. DMdand begin* wWi dote ef ipSt. sls^ - sotei t- tSMOend paU to 
itodlIrpnicsdIngiaiTWitOvAesItaimedaiihwkwonex-dMdtartoria-fltetitaultortate. 
u- nmryeffirfy WflA. r- tracOng Jwttwt «t- bi ttaofcnipfcyoriwNwrsniportwiaii reorgontrad 
aflderdve Bonfauptey Act wsaearltlea ossumed by such CMnpmUes-iiid * Mien dstrfiwted. 
wl • wtm (ssuect^ •• - wWi wanonta. * - ex-ctfimlenil or omIBWl • towtoftfiwflao. 
nr - without mananis, y-«i4vidend and soles In ML yW - ytaW. 1 - notes in fgiL 


3RF 


-SI 

-31 


221 


WmeSrtetoni-ipertan 
MM 99 1231 1200 1200 

iz 4 J M07 me _ 

1364 1232 I23S *21 13 

1200 138 1231 7097 

1906 1293 I2H 

Mar 60 1336 1330 1330 

at sates S231 Tten satet AIM 
Ton opart W 70339, afl 429 


81 00X00 Pdn-pb & 32n0t al 100 pd 

Mar 99 UHB11+2B 115X0 -03 78707 


3-MONTH EURiBOR CUFTO 
aural RNOkn-ptsariOOed 
Ma-W 96030 96,925 M03O +0010 138371 
JUU99 97X75 97X55 970*0 +XX05 158*95 
97X95 97X25 97XC5 *OB20 724X25 
9606S 96060 96X50 +0025 98141 
96,995 94,970 96.990 +0035 88117 
96005 96080 96000*0033 44497 
94810 96780 94005 +0030 55J67 
Esl.ulat: 113018 PMf.sfltes 16*255 
Pta*. apan ink 800216 up U96 


Sap 99 
Dac 99 
Mar DO 
Junoa 
Sap 00 


FIXE 100 (UFFO 

ana *s» isamo 

Jim 99 630ZX «11X 62B9X +50 48706 
Sap 99 N.T - N.T 63370 +80 8141 

Estates *0298 PiM.ioteta 3UtS 
itoL-309 


Britain 

Fn«» 

Gomony 

my 

J0|» 

STOte 

***** 

4970 

2JM0 

3000 

2600 

0080 

SM0. 

rwnnlll 

2000 

2X50 

2420 

0095 

3000 

Hear 

3030 

USt 

2070 

»N* 

4947 

3052 

3066 

3.144 

0250 

3038 

SYMOr 

4710 

3612 

3074 

3681 

0045 

3630 

IBf** 
4614 
4184 
4081 . 
4385 
1J50 
4330 

UnBod Stater 
YteU 

Pik* 

3H8Hdb 

457 

AM 

450 

JUter 

502 

9830 

S-faar 

5.12 

9813 

l»*ear 

5.19 
9Ut 0 

8H«r 

566 

SB-14 

Source: Bioambers. 






Money Market Rates 


Pm/, a pan 
CACtoOUATin 


208914 sp 2221 


Sap 99 
Q*c99 


■SB 4039 
-39 4290 


JOB 99 11546 114-22 114-28 -06*31,197 

Sap 99 114-15 11409 114-13 - 05 5056 

EsL sates 1 4600 IWi sates 18&426 
Tun apanH 51 436AeRIS8 


amecoicsD 


37090 Da- cm parte. 

Mar 99 10600 UkflO 10400 40.10 508 

Mar 99 HUB M4JD 10415 Dre* 21374 
Jul99 109J5 10410 107 JO +415 7017 
Sap 99 11050 MUD )».» +435 4491 
Dac 99 11105 10900 110J30 +0.15 2187 
EA ostea M71 Tba*> acta 7064 
Tors span H 19078 ad 645 


DS TREASURY BONDS (CBOT) 
a pdXlMXOHrts & 32nrf» oMOO ptf) 

Mar 99 121-27 121-04 121-13 -06 90453 

Jm99 m-17 120-19 130-29 -®«S174 

S*P 99 120-17 120-17 120-15 -06 14875 

DOC 99 UP-27 -06 2371 

Ed. antes 390X00 TUn sates 573086 
Um open taMT&IS, off 18391 


3-M0NTH EURIBOR OAAT1FJ 

Sior9» a> N!9^ttM S %m +001 34587 
£X« WB 97X6 Unch. 31076 
Sap 99 97X9 97X7 97X8 +OX1 21606 

Dac 99 MAf 9602 9404 + 002 74786 
EX. tatet 14738 
Dpan ML 122,956 gg 381 


Mar 99 ' 3 rt!60X 4M5X -7X0 141 JW 
Jua99 41510 412M3 41210 -600 8527 


Sap 99 4I65X 41514 4UIX— 700 

- ” NT. NT. " - — 


Mar 00 
EsL salts; 46050 
OpinMz 184948 off 301 


42120 — 7X0 


IMM Metei 
MceoBtrate 
Pitawrata 
P aten t ft TK s 
90-4oy Carts DepoA 
l«MerCam.PloMr 


Today 

rtte 

71* 

PA 

490 

400 


4VS 

71* 

m 

401 

400 


Bom rate 
CaQtoaaav 

^"STSartw* 

HteOttWartw* 


Today 

Stt 

SM 

M 

sru 

5* 



Commodity indUM 


DiHawtintB 

CM May 

1-MimiiBteitaMk 


lIMAMNMLDll (NCSE) 

112000 ta- ante park. 

May 99 6X5 5JB 6X4 *0JS 70868 

0499 501 509 502 +003 48994 

Od99 812 505 812 +420 27031 

Mar 00 871 856 608 *OJ7 18471 

E* fates 22004 Tuaa solas 36X00 
TtosefwtM 14863a up a 


LONS GILT tUFFE) 

ESOXOO'ph 832US Of 100 pa 
Mar 99 mJO 115J1 llS5 +051 too 
Jun99 11835 T15J0 11819 +856 73487 
E*t sateK 3UBa RKidK 4S811 
Prey, apaa ML: 82,740 up US7 


3-MONTH EURO UBOROIFFE) 
aural RUBan-ptsaflOOpd 
Mr 9V 96.950 98935 MjaO+RXM 117080 
Jun99 97065 97055 97060 +0005 108833 
Sop 99 97J0K 97X75 97X85+0X20 
Doe 99 96043 06045 98850+0035 

MerOO 98980 MM » 4HSOS 

JtmM 98890 98890 96M0 +0JB5 63099 
Sop DO 98790 98390 96005+0030 42JV 
EsL KrtOK 2344, prw.sotec 826* 
Pm.9mtni mm off 


1,14840 Lltt40 
WTM 1. 3«40 

"" T&S 


19056 



19-YEARRUDKH GOV. BONDS UMAT1F) 

aanlOCUTO-atsal 100 pd 

Mart? Hflfr 10900 110X7 +0X0 67X62 

0*99 9450 9416 9421 +0.12 28766 

EsL rater 720Si 

GptolHj 92528 up 343 


J-teONTrt SWISS FRANC (UFTW 
SF 1 mtebn- atari 100 pd _ 

Mrew mote 98XM 98460 +40W 31066 
Jan 99 98380 9UW 9800+0060 744B 
Sip?) 98470 98430 98460+0X60 42X93 
Est.sotest 32757. Prat totes 27X00 
PtMOpaa 88: 200446 oR 881 


Internet address: 

bttpx/yWwwihtcoin 


tiwnfli tatertank 
Bwmie 
Rsparato 
BDNIA 

Eumwi-wwdti 
auteur 3 B Mtt 
Eoribor*«aB|ti 
ByrtterliMentt 


<L50 

SOS 

SM 

065 

067 


050 

004 

060 

065 

067 


Bunko/ Te*ro4USm*bhL 

MKMli 


Libor Ratas 

l- 


E- 


V 


«• 


300 

303 

309 

360 

308 

308 


300 

m 

3.10 


308 

.308 


DflOor 

Earn 

Ml 

Yaa 

SWRboc 


Swattoein. 


ASA 560 5MS3 SSOti 
30859 30BO8 30548 308 
£5593 54745 5-423* 5429* 

02011 02086 02188 02M 
10054 10531 16183 10583- 




■V ■ 

V-4 ■' * 




Fonwrd Rates 


x; 


Gold Fixings 

MsnfaaMhiWM, Own 
tARdw 891-50 29100 — Vic 

UJ-doCosperemen. 

teNwMtta 


U2W lSS 5S 

CBMoondaiv 
Zora 




16185 16145 I61«6; ! 
10923 109N1. 

... 11903 11900 tlMI ; ; 

■"•8WC 16367 16589 14485 \ 

^rmmAmchkdPime, 


.te 

• ^ 






'-'l - __ 




\ V 


3n! 


-hZ 

''■v.1 



r 








• • --kr. 


i 







*% 


** 


INTERNATIONAL HERALD TRIBUNE, THURSDAY, MARCH II, 1999 


PAGE 15 


.. 

'**/**:., .4 



* *' :} 


^S-i 


*< 






Oil Prices Rise as 


■: 


^ j. t - ■ 

-V , 

... * ■<! • l 






‘P m,w 


TO^W^day °a PJKW 
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$10 a barrel in December. 


Me anwhile, a U.S. agency whose 
estimates are closely watched in the 
fllftrt-pf said tf mtffeffi j ffrinurtaH U.S. 
demand .and overstated Ui. pro- 
duction fra: much of 1998, 

The Energy Tnfinmiattnn Arinym- 

jsteation, part of.the Department of 
Energy, undarestinMed ILS. annual 
ml demand by 142,000 barrels a 
day, or 0.7 percent of the U.S. total, 
from January through September, 
according to revised gov ernment 
figures. It overestimated U.S. output 

by 66,900 bands a day, or 1.1 per- 
cent, through November. 

While the ecrors were not large in 
perce ntage terms, oil prices can 
swing widely based on small move- 
ments in supply and demand. 

In another closely watched re- 
port, the International Energy 
Agency said world oil demand 
would stage a smaller-than-expec- 
ted revival in 1999 following near 
static growth last year. 


The world’s need for oil will 
grow by 900,000 bards per day, or 
1-2 percent, twice as fast as in 1998 
but well below the 1.75 percent av- 
erage in 1990-97, the Paris-based 
agency said. 

The agency lowered its previous 
1999 growth projection of one mil- 
lion barrels per day because of 
weaker than expected Houma nH in 
January, notably in Japan, Germany, 
Italy and the former Soviet Union. 

“We’re projecting a recovery in 
de m a nd , it's just a question of bow 
qtdddy demand is going to pick 
tip/ ’ said Trevor Morgan, an analyst 
at the agency. “The U.S. economy 
is still looking very strong, and we 
have been scaling up our growth 
assumptions in the U.S.” 

The agency is an autonomous or- 
ganization, established in 1974 with- 
in the framework of the Organiza- 
tion for Economic Cooperation and 
Development, and is the forum for 
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2 the energy policies of 
23 industrialized nations. 

The statement from the oil pro- 
ducers was the firmest sign yet that 
ministers from the Organization of 
Petroleum Exporting fcqiflfrifts are 
patching up their differences. OPEC 
ruled to cut output at its last gath- 
ering in November, as members 
squabbled over who should bear the 
brunt of cuts. In December, prices 
touched their lowest since 1987. 

Analysis said their task would be 
difficult this time, too. On Tuesday, 
Venezuela ruled out new output 
cuts. The last OPEC merging ended 
with inaction because of a squabble 
over Iran's output levels. 

Many traders r emain skeptical 
that any agreement will result from 
the OPEC meeting because of the 
reluctance of Venezuela to cut out- 
put. Venezuela is the third-laigest 
OPEC producer. 

(Bloomberg, Reuters) 


Unidanmark 
To Buy Insurer 

Bloomberg News 

COPENHAGEN — Unidan- 
A/S, a Danish hanlrinp 
company, agreed Wednesday 
tOKquire Tryg-Baltica For- 
“dng A/S, a Danish insurer, 
for about 8.6 billion kroner 
($1.26 billion). 

Unidanmark said it would 
exchange three of its shares for 
eveay eight shares of Tryg-Bal- 
tica. Unidanmark will also pay 
an extra 1998 dividend of 17 
kroner per share, while Tryg- 
Baltica shareholders will get an 
extra 6 kroner dividend. In ad- 
dition, Unidanmark said it 
would boy back shares worth 
about 1 billion kroner. 

“It’s a logical combina- 
tion,” said Ingemar Persson of 
Arcs Securities. “Unidanmark 
wants to expand in life insur- 
ance, offering more savings 
products with long-term 
growth potential.” 

The financial services in- 
dustry in die Nordic region is 
undergoing reorganization as 
banks and insurers combine or 
died units to become laigei and 
offer more services to their cus- 
tomers. 


U.S. Power Company Breaks Into Europe 


Ccm^OtO^OwSrfFmmDbpaidta 

HOUSTON — Reliant Energy 
Inc. said Wednesday that it was en- 
tering foe European power market 
by buying one of the biggest power 
companies in the Netherlands, NV 
” ‘ J for 


Reliant, formerly Houston Indus- 
tries Iha, outbid other major power 
reportedly interested in 


U.S. electricity and natural gas com- 
pany, said it would spend $900 mil- 
lion fin" an initial 40 percent stake in 
tile Dutch company, would have 
majority ownership no later that 
2002 , and would complete the ac- 
quisition within a ma ximum of- sev- 
en years. 


UNA supplies about 20 percent of 
the jpower m the Netherlands and is 
majority-owned by municipal gov- 
ernments. It operates a mix of gas, 
coal and co-generation plants in the 
Amsterdam and Utrecht areas. UNA 
will be the first electric company in 
the Netherlands to be privatized 
UNA provides power to Dutch 
electricity distributors and heat and 
steam to Amsterdam and Utrecht, 
the country's fourth-latest city. 


UNA was formed last year and has 
1,000 employees. 

Reliant's main subsidiary is 
Houston Lighting & Power Co-, 
which has 1.6 million electricity 
customers in Texas. 

“Europe is the most important 
region outside the United States that 
offers the combination of deregu- 
lating power and gas markets and 
strong commercial, political and le- 
gal infrastructure,’' Steve Letbetter, 
president and chief operating officer 
of Reliant, said in a statement 
In hue trading in New York, Re- 
liant rose 75 cents to $27.6875. 

(Reuters, Bloomberg) 


DAIMLER; Nissan’s Future Is Uncertain After Talks Fail 


Continued from Page 13 

san into any more of acrisis. "Nissan 
has many good qualities — its en- 
gineering, its assets — and it has 
positivecashfiow,soit*snotfacinga 
crunch,” be said. Nissan has estab- 
lished a $4.1 billion standby line of 
credit with a group of 10 banks to 
hdp it get through bard times. 

But many, including two former 
company executives, believe the 


company is financially strapped. Its 
banks, led by Industrial Bank of 
Japan and Fuji Bank, are not fi- 
nancially sound enough themselves 
to lend it more money, and so it has 
had to issue a lot of short-term com- 
mercial paper, bought by the Bank 
of Japan. 

“Effectively,’' said one analyst 
who works for a major investment 
company, “it’s moot to talk about a 
government bailout of Nissan be- 


cause the government is already 
bailing it out” 

The government has also opened 
the coffers of Japan Development 
Back to Nissan to the tone or some 
$7 billion. That generosity has been 
compared to the U.S. government’s 
1979 bailout of Chrysler Coip., 
which consisted of loan guarantees 
that gave the company access to the 
money it needed to turn itself 
around. 


Ctmqtiid trf Om Sfttf Fwa Dapmba 

MILAN — Telecom Italia SpA 
grabbed the initiative Wednesday in 
its battle against Olivetti SpA with a 
radical overhaul of its share struc- 
ture and a merger with its cellular 
phene unit, banking sources and an 
Italian news agency said. 

But before the fonner monopoly 
could detail its defensive strategy, 
Olivetti attempted to thwart it by 
fifing a complaint with the Italian 
market regulator Consob, arguing 
thatanraltibilfixm-euroloauTekco^ 
Tfalia planned to lake out to finance 
the plan would breach market rales. 

Telecom Italia intends to ask 
shareholders to approve a merger 
with 60 percent-owned Telecom 
Italia Mobile (TIM), a move that has 
been widely expected, the Italian 
news agency ANSA said. 

Telecom also will offer investors 
the right to convert their nonvoting 
savings shares into common stock 
and will seek permission to buy 
back up to 10 percent of all capital. 

The moves would chive up the 
cost of Olivetti's 52.6 billion euro 
($57.6 billion) takeover offer. 

ANSA said its report was based 
on a draft of Telecom’s proposals to 
fight off the hostile takeover bid 

Telecom Italia board members dis- 
cussed the defense plan at a meeting 
Wednesday. One banker said: “Once 
the board has had the chanc e to con- 
sider and approve the industrial plan, 
then there will be a need to go on the 
road to sell it to shareholders.” 

A merger between Telecom Italia 
and TIM would add about $18 bil- 
lion to the bid cost for Olivetti, 
which is already under pressure to 
raise its bid price and explain ex- 
actly bow its bid will be structured 

Shares in Telecom Italia surged 
5.61 cents Wednesday, to close at 
6.23 euros. 

Meanwhile some key institution- 
al investors in Telecom Italia were 
advising it on how to defend itself. 

Leon de Jerez, of the British fund 
manager Standard Life, said he was 
aware of Telecom Italia investors 
holding at least 12 percent who def- 
initely opposed Olivetti’s bid, while 
investors bolding an additional S 
percent were likely to oppose it. 

(Reuters, AP) 
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Very briefly: 


• Pearson PLC, the media and entertainment group that owns 
the Financial Times newspaper, posted pretax profit of £629 
million ($1.02 billion) in 1998, up from £129 million the 
previous year, reflecting strong growth in its U.S. school 
publishing unit. 

• Lagardere SCA's 1998 profit rose to 280 million euros 
($303 million) from 210 million euros in 1997. The French 
conglomerate confirmed an earlier forecast that its 1999 
operating profit would be lower than in 1998 but it expected a 
significant increase from 2000 . 

• Lufthansa AG's 1998 pretax profit rose 40 percent, to 2.4 
billion Deutsche marks ($134 bullion), helped by a one-time 
gain of 377 million DM from die sale of its Hapag Lloyd unit. 
More traffic and cost cutting also lifted profit. 

• Germany's trade surplus rose sharply in January as weaker 
domestic demand and investment caused imparts to decline 
more strongly than exports, a signal the German economy is 
slowing. The trade surplus widened to 8.8 bfifion Deutsche 
marks in January from a 5.6 billion DM surplus in December. 

• Bayerische Motoren Werfce AG will replace die Rover 200 
compact and the Rover 400 midsize with a new model, to be 
built either in Britain or in Hungary. BMW has pumped almost 
$5 billion into the British carmaker since buying it in 1994. 

• Swedish economic growth accelerated in die fourth-quarter, 
fueled by increased consumer spending. Gross domestic 
product grew a! 1.4 percent from the third quarter. 

• Pechiny SA, the French al uminum and packaging company, 

will spin off 51 percent of its beverage-can business, which 
accounts for 20 percent of sales, and list it in New York this 
year. Bloomberg. AFP. Reuurs 
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STUMBLING IN HER 

DELICATE SATIN SLIPPERS 

AND ALMOST TRIPPING ON THE 

hem of her diaphanous gown, the young bride fought back tears of 
irritation. Much as she abhorred the idea of a row with her new husband 
on only their second day of wedded bliss, she could not imagine why be 
was insisting she made her way to the moonlit Raffles' poolside in full 
evening regalia. ‘Are you sure the restaurants this way, darling?'she 
ventured through gritted teeth, all too aware of her husband’s famously 
poor sense of direction.' Only I'm not really dressed for one of your short 
cuts.’ It was then that the tears began to flow in earnest. For there at the 
poolside, bathed in a soft candlelit glow, was an exquisite table a deux 
perfectly framed by its leafy romantic setting. Silverware 

gleamed in the starlight, a bottle of champagne chilled, 

in its frosty bucket and a V J single red rose took centre 

stage on the starched white linen *“ " “‘‘‘taMcdotfi. Fortunately, the Food 

and Beverage Manager, whose collaboration in this surprise had been 
essential, was personally on hand with a freshly laundered handkerchief. 
Rtfflo Hold. J Bead. Road. Support M««73.Tal> (AS) J37-IMA. fio- (AS) J39 76SO. nfflarffofflcuM 

A Raffles INTERNATIONAL HOTEL 
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INTERNATIONAL INVESTING 


Investors 9 Skepticism About RJR Spin - Off Might Be Overdone 


By Edward Wyatt 

New York rimes Service 

NEW YORK — For months, share- 
holders of RJR Nabisco Holdings Corp. 
have besieged the company with requests 
to spin off ihe Nabisco food operations. 

They urged the company to create a 
nontobacco entity that would be able to 
rise above the depressed valuation of 
What should be one of the world's premi- 
er consumer-product companies. 

; Steven Goldstone, RJR’s chairman, 
answered repeatedly that the parent 
Company's liabilities from years of to- 
bacco litigation were too sticky to allow 
■the businesses to be separated. But it 
710 W turns out that investors had die 
•wrong target in their sights. 

2 Barely a month after he said a spin-off 
Of Nabisco was impracticable, Mr. 
Goldstone announced Tuesday that RJR 
Nabisco instead would sell its interna- 
tional tobacco business, use the proceeds 
to reduce debt and split off not the food 
'company but its domestic tobacco busi- 
ness. to be known once again as RJ. 
Reynolds Tobacco. 


By spinning off the American tobacco 
company and letting it trade separately 
from the remaining food company, Mr. 
Goldstone said he intended to give 
shareholders a good portion of what they 
wanted: separate companies with a clear 
delineation between the cigarette op- 
erations and the cookie and biscuit busi- 
ness. 

Investors, however, seemed unim- 
pressed. After jumping sharply on the 
announcement, shares of RJR Nabisco 
Holdings closed Tuesday up only 12-5 
cents, at $28.75. 

Investors essentially deemed the per- 
share value created by the separation of 
the two businesses to be worth less than 
the price of a single cigarette. 

Not everyone was so discouraged. 

“It’s an ingenious idea with a lot of 
hypothetical attached,” said David 
Dremaa, the chairman of Drcman Value 
Management, who owns shares of RJR 
Nabisco. "If it works, it adds enor- 
mously to shareholder value." 

But the remaining questions about the 
tobacco-related liabilities of die parent 
company, he added, “are probably why 


the market isn’t all that enthused about 
die deal." 

The tepid reaction also reflects die 
uncertainty around a deal whose details 
will not be announced until the sale of 
the non-U.S. tobacco operations is com- 
pleted, probably not until next month. 

For all the initial skepticism, the an- 
nouncement does provide a somewhat 
brightened outlook, for shareholders of 
bom the parent RJR Nabisco and in- 
vestors in the Class A shares of Nabisco 
Holdings, the publicly traded food sub- 
sidiary whose shares are 80 percent 
owned by RJR. 

To begin with, the sale of the overseas 
tobacco business will give RJR a big wad 
of cash to pay off debt. Since its con- 
tentious leveraged buyout in 1989, RJR 
Nabisco has labored under a debt load 
drat has squashed the company's invest- 
ment potential by dragging down earn- 
ings and limiting its financial flexibility. 

In a conference call with analysts 
Tuesday, RJR officials said the new to- 
bacco company would begin life with 
only about $1 billion in debt and $7 
billion in equity. 


“They are taking almost all of the 
debt out of a very highly leveraged com- 
pany." Mr. Dreraan said. With a debt- 
toeqitity ratio of only 14 percent, the 


than that of most of the companies in tile 
Standard & Poor's 500-stock index, in 
which the average debt load is about 
equal to shareholders' equity. 

In addition, the tobacco company 
should pay an attractive dividend. On 
Tuesday. RJR Nabisco Holdings de- 
clared its regular quarterly dividend of 
51.25 cents a share, winch gives its 
shares an annual dividend yield of about 
7 percent — far above the 1.25 percent 
dividend yield of the S&P 500. The 
tobacco business is expected to pay a 
similar dividend after the company 
splits, financial analysts said Tuesday. 

The Nabisco food operations, mean- 
while, have struggled recently with re- 
structurings and big changes in distri- 
bution. But that company also might 
prosper as it gets out from under some of 
tbe parent company's distractions and 
later this year begins to see anticipated 


improvements in. profit margins from 
recent overhauls of its sales and mar- 
keting ranks. 

'‘This is a company that has very 
powerful brands and a strong market 
position," said Michael Kassen, co- 
manager of Neuberger & Berman Part- 
ners Fond, which holds the food com- 
pany's Class A shares. 

“ft’s a real fixer-upper," he said. 
"With a reasonable tone horizon, I think 
die company can do much better. We're 
only in the second or third inning of that 
bail game." 

The Nabisco sales force has been re- 
organized in more than half tbe markets 
around the United States, and the re- 
maining areas should complete overhauls 
by the end of tbe year. That should help 
the company defend its turf against com- 
petitors, wfoch have been attacking many 
of tbe company’s best-known brands. 

But tbe company continues to rely 
heavily on discounts and promotions to 
maintain sales, a practice that has 
squeezed profit margins. Its revenue 
from continuing food businesses was 
$ 8.1 billion last year, flat with tire pre- 
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vious year’s results. Overall, RJR’s food 


because it sold some operations. This 
year, analysts expect foe f ood co mpany's 
sales to increase about 3 percent. 

With foe Nabisco foods unit taking a 
slow path toward recovery, some in- 
vestors are still hoping font the parent 
will consider selling foe b u si ne ss in the 
year or two or do something else to 
lift the prices of foe shares of foe sep- 
arately traded subsidiaries. 


Goldman Apologizes to Thailand Over Report 


Very brief lys 


Bloomberg News 

HONG KONG — Goldman. Sachs & Co. has 
apologized to Thailand for an analyst’s report that 
drove down shares of the nation’s biggest bank as a 
Thai parliamentary committee threatened to cat off 
business with the U.S. investment bank. 

‘'All of us at Goldman Sachs deeply regret the 
controversial media attention” caused by the report 
on Bangkok Bank PCL, Philip Murphy, president 
of Goldman Sachs (Asia), said in a letter Feb. 17 to 
Finance Minister Tarrin Niramanahaeminda. 

' Bangkok Bank shares fell sharply after Gold- 
man’s chief bank analyst in Asia, Roy Ramos, 
warned investors Feb. 8 that the finance minister 
saw Bangkok Bank as tbe biggest risk factor in 
Thailand's banking system. 

Mr. Tarrin denied having made that comment. 
Mr. Ramos Later said the characterization was his 
o\vn, not the finance minister’s, Mr. Murphy said in 
his letter. 

Goldman's traditional strength has been ad- 
vising governments and companies. The firm, 
which has revived its plans for an initial public 
offering in the U.S. market, is an underwriter for 
Russia, Mexico, China, Ford Motor Co. and Wal- 


Mart Stores Inc. Goldman got 46 percent of its 
pretax profit outside the United States in foe six 
months that ended last May. 

A big rival of Goldman’s, Morgan Stanley Dean 
Witter & Co., had a similar setback last year. 
Shandong International Power Development Co. of 
China in May dismissed Morgan Stanley after 
Barton Biggs, its chief investment strategist, ad- 
vised clients to poll out of Hong Kong stocks. 

Mr. Murphy sent his letter as a committee of 
Thailand's Parliament threatened to cancel Gold- 
man’s application to underwrite as much as $2 
billion of government bonds and other assign- 
ments. 

Mr. Ramos’s report “caused damage to tbe Thai 
economy as a whole, as investors’ confidence in 
Thai commercial banks has been weakened," said 
Amnuay Yotsuk, chairman of foe House Com- 
mittee on Fiscal, Banking and Financial Institutions 
in Bangkok: “The committee may propose the 
government cut oft its relationship with Goldman 
Sachs." 

The committee will discuss punishing Goldman 
□ext week, he said. 

Bangkok Bank executives said they were aware 


of the apology. “We didn’t believe" the accuracy 
of the report when it was published, said Piti Sithi- 
Amnuai. the bank’s executive vice c hairman. 

“We regret that a report intended to be sup- 
portive of the Thai banking sector and foe gov- 
ernment’s efforts to help support it caused such 
controversy,” a Goldman spokesman in Hong 
Kong said 

Goldman is among foe biggest foreign invest- 
ment banks in Thailand. It is investing in foe bailout 
of Thai banks and advises Mr. Tarrin. 

The firm, in a joint venture with a unit of General 
Electric Co., bought 23.6 billion baht ($629.8 mil- 
lion) of bad loans from Thailand 's Financial Sector 
Restructuring Agency, tbe government group re- 
sponsible for cleaning up the country’s banks. 

E. Gerald Corrigan, a Goldman partner and 
former president of foe Federal Reserve Bank of 
New York, is an adviser to Mr. Tarrin and sits on a 
committee looking for ways to improve Thailand's 
central bank. 

Thailand is trying to clean up its banking system 
after its currency fell as much as 50 percent since 
being devalued in July 1997. Tbe baht is now down 
about 23 percent 


•Tokyo Electric Power Co. will become foe 
first Japanese company to issue euro bonds, a 
company official said Wednesday. The bond, 
to be floated March 24, was given ratings of 
Aal by Moody's Investors Service Inc., and 
AA by Standard & Poor's Carp., eachjnst one 
notch below their gilt-edged ratings. Toe com- 
pany plans to raise 740 million euros ($814 
million) with the five-year bonds. 

• Malaysia will change foe roles on stock 
settlements by June to get rid of a one-day lag 
between delivery and payment for shares, 
according to two government officials and an 
industry executive. Under current rules, 
sellers deliver shares by foe third day after a 
trade but receive payment a day later, a delay 
that has slowed trading among foreign stock 
and bond investors because it exposes them to 
risk. 

•Brokers and traders in the Czech Re- 
public are complaining about a six-week 
delay in foe government's decision on wheth- 
er foe auction of a 7.95 percent bond Jan. 29 
was legal. Major banks and brokerages in 
Prague stopped trading the five-year bond two 
trading days after its auction amid uncertainty 
over whether the bond bad been sold in ac- 


cordance with Czech law. The authorities 
appear no closer now to resolving the issue, 
the brokers and traders say. The dispute 
fhr yaft-.ng Co mar tbe image of a market once 
seen as foe region's most active. 

•Inv est ors pumped almost $83 billion into 
U3. stock mutual funds in the week that raided 
Monday, tire largest weekly inflow since early 
February, according to Trimtabs.com, , a re- 
search concern in Santa Rosa, California, foal 
fr ylp i fund flows. The inflows, which almost 
quadrupled foe level of investment of foe pre- 
vious week, occurred as some U.S. benchmark 
stock indexes were reaching record highs. 

•Ukraine will sell 25 percent of VAT Tur- 
boatom, its only producer of turbines for 
nuclear, steam andhydrauhcpowerplants, for 
52.1 million hryvnia ($14 million) in a non- 
commercial tender April 26. The tender is 
open to domestic and foreign companies. 

Bloomberg 


James K. Glassman’s column. On In- 
vesting, »«k«s a break today but will re- 
turn in foe Money Report this weekend. 
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Businesses Bank 
On China’s Vows 

But Some Fear Legal Revisions 
May Not Be fully Implemented 

By Michael Laris 

— Washington Post Se rvice 

fiamefw. T 2f“ g li P a *& * crab and shrimp 

w«™r fiom Anhui province, perhaps nnderatimdk 

from 

Ounas leaders that would protect IpriJ^ente*- 
*^y ear ; rival fiumeis pilfered his stock. 
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Cathay Cites Asia Crisis 
As It Posts Loss for 5 98 


Investor’s Asia 
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•Mr- Wang’s ex perience mirrors that of many 
entrepreneurs who have created the wealth 
and jobs thar are keeping China’s economy in the 
bl ack ami d East Asia’s crisis. Mr. Wang is no cg ri'mar y 
entrep icaieur. He is a member of China’s highest 
representative body — and he is losing his patien ce. 

^“ ave until now swallowed the humiliation, borne 
the heavy burden and not told anyone aboor this,” Mr 
Wang said iin an interview. But,he added, “if the legal 
property rights of a people’s representative can’t get 
protection, then this is a national scandaL” 

On Tu esday, China’s Communist leadership pro- 
posed constitutional amendments to the national leg- 
islature that would offer a measure of protection to 
die private sector, catling it “an important com- 
ponent of the socialist market economy ” 

The constitutional amen dments, winch were 
presented to the National People’s Congress for pro 
forma “examination” and which will be adopted 
next week, were written by China’s senior Com- 
munist Party leaders. 'While they do not give citfawne 
the right to own property — a provision reformists 
had hoped for — the amendments are still viewed 
here as a positive step. 

As it is, tiie amendments were so controversial 
among China’s rulers that a move to enact diem ayear 
ago was scuttled, according to a source close to the 
legislature. The current, altered versions proclaim 
that the private sector is “an important co mp o n e nt of 
China's socialist market economy,” not merely “a 
complement to the socialist public economy,” as the 
present article reads. 

But China’s constitution is full of empty promises, 
and it is unclear what die practical effect of the 
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HONG KONG — Cathay Pacific 
Airways reported its first *mnm>i 
loss Wednesday since 1963, citing 
the economic downturn in Asia. 

The company had a loss of 542 
million Hong Kong dollars ($69.9 
ntiQsoa) in 1998 on sales of 26.7 
billion dollars, down 93 p er cent 

from 1997, when Cathay earned 1.69 

biHioa doflars. 

‘ The company, whose largest 
shareholder is Swire Group, said 
widespread economic weakness in 
die region bad cut passenger loads 
and lowered yields. The amount of 
cargo transported fell, and the air- 
line's catering, ramp-handling and 
aircraft-maintenance businesses 
were also hit 

Chairman Peter Sutch. calling 
last year one of the worst in Cathay's 
53-year history, said the contraction 
of Asian economies had taken a 
“heavy toU” 

With the regional downturn that 
began in 1997 deepening last -year, 
almost aH routes served by the amine 
were affected, particularly those to 
Japan and Southeast Asia, the com- 
pany said Long-haul routes to 
Europe and North America per- 
formed better but woe still affected. 

The weakening of Asian curren- 
cies and a redaction in first-class 
and business-class travel caused 
yields, or revenue per passenger, to 


plunge further than overall passen- 
ger loads. In addition, there was 
tougher competition. 

Cathay said weakness in the com- 
pany's cargo service had been ex- 
acerbated by the difficult opening of 
Hong Kong's new international air- 
port last July, when operational and 
technical problems brought air 

cargo traffic to a virtual halt. 

Cathay also posted a one-time 
loss of 869 million dollars from sev- 
erance payments and die cost of 
removing its older Boeing 747s 
from service. 

Cathay faces another tough year 
in 1999 because of fierce compe- 
tition, weak demand and die pros- 
pect of rising fuel prices. The airline 
also faces a possible strike by its 
pilots. Cathay has been trying to cot 
pilot wages for almost a year, with- 
out success so far. 

Cathay has reduced its number of 
employees to about 14,000 from 
about 16,000 through firings and 
attrition. It also reduced the wages of 
flight attendants, ground staff and 
office workers. 

“There will be some improve- 
ment at Cathay in 1999,” said Peter 
Negline, aviation analyst at Salomon 
Smith Barney Asia Pacific. 

“It probably won’t be enough to 
return the airline to profitability, 
however.” 

{Bridge News, Bloomberg ) 
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Mr. Wang, whose investment was washed away. 

amendments will be. Drafted in 1982, the charter 
asserts that Chinese citizens have freedom of speech, 
freedom of die press and die right to demonstrate — 
but that they are all subject to “die leadership of the 
Communist Party.” 

A leading academic who has pushed fora straight- 
forward endorsement of private- pro perty rights said 
die “cautious” changes leave a flawed foundation 
for further legal gains by private enterprise. The 
constitution still deems state prop erty “sacred and 
inviolable,” he noted, while for die private sector it 
merely states dial unspecified “lawful rights and 
interests” are protected 


Shell Plans Singapore Plant 


Bloomberg News 

SINGAPORE — Shell Eastern 
Petroleum Pte. and Petrochemical 
Corp. of Singapore said Wednesday 
they would buud a $100 million ou 
refinery in Singapore. 

The condensate splitter will have 
a capacity of 70,000 bands of oil a 
day. It is expected to start operation 
in June 2000. The companies said 
the refinery would cut 

costs by producing fuels used at 
local petrochemical plant* mstrari 
of buying diem ou international 
markets. The lower costs will help 


the companies weather the slump in 
demand and prices caused by re- 
cessions in Asia, they said. 

Shell Eastern, a unit of Royal 
Dutch/Shell Group, will operate the 
refinery, on the island of Pulau 
Bukom, under an equally owned 
joint venture. Oil will be supplied 
from Shell companies in Australia. 

Chiyoda Corp. of Japan won the 
contract to buQd the refinery, and 
Kvaemer R. J. Brown will construct 
undersea pipelines linking the re- 
finery to another island refining cen- 
ter off Singapore. 


Very brietflya 

•Nippon Paper Industries Co., the Japanese paper maker, 
will eliminate 19 percent of its work face in another round of 
job cuts aimed at shoring up earnings. It will cut its payroll by 
1,300 employees, to 5,500 by March 31, 2002. 

•Nikon Corp. is facing a heavier-than -expected loss in the 
year to March because of poor sales of microchip production 
devices and more restructuring charges. The camera maker 
plans to post a group pretax loss of 18 billion yen ($148.2 
million) for the year. 

•Japan has decided to allow imports of five varieties of 
apples and two kinds of cherries that die United States had 
pressured Tokyo to approve. The decision comes two weeks 
after a World T rade Organization ruling that Japan has acted 
illegally by blocking imports of fruit on health grounds. 


billion aid package to Manila. 

• Coles Myer Ltd_ the Australian retailer, said first-half 
profit rose 11 percent, to 289.9 milli on Australian dollars 
($1 83.2 million), helped by a surge in profits from its Kmart 
Corp. stores and continued growth from its largest division, 
food and liquor. 

•Hyundai Motor Co. of South Korea cut its 1999 sales 
forecast by a fifth, blaming its acquisition of bankrupt Kia 
Motors Corp. It now expects sales to rise 24 percent this year, 
to 10.8 trillion won ($8.8 billion). Bloomberg. AP. AFP 
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Business Locations in Europe 


New concepts In spaces 


and services for business 


mdode the B&kasd 
spacious Le Dome complex 
(farn0A)atRoissy- 
Charies-deCauBe Airport 
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Multinational Companies 
Seek Multiservice Realty 


Global corporations are outsourcing real estate dealings to service providers . 


M ultinational companies seeking to operate in 
Europe are increasingly turning to organizations 
that provide a wide array of property services as 
well as advice on the selection, valuation and tax im- 
plications of a real estate purchase. While established 
players such as Knight Frank and Jones Lang Wootton in 
London are expanding to meet these multifaceted needs, 
some newer niche players in key European centers are also 
joining the fray. 

In London, international agencies such as Knight Frank 
have developed a range of subcontractors situated around 
the world to help cater to the specific needs of mul- 
tinationals. The problem, notes Steve M alien, partner and 
hpad of research, is that “while commerce has become 
global, real estate is parochial.’ 1 Large corporations, ac- 
cording to Mr. M alien, “need to operate and understand 
very different property sectors around the world, in many 
countries.” 

Multinationals, particularly those in North America, that 
arc seeking to expand around the world are finding that they 
can reduce costs by outsourcing their real estate dealings, 
Mr. Malten explains. The need for senior executives to 
undertake a long “learning curve" about a particular market 
is reduced, he says, as are the operational costs involved in 
property acquisition and management 


New players 

Ezy Properties, a Belgian company founded less than three 
years ago, is. one of the first real estate agencies to provide 
facilities and services on die Internet Its global approach 
helped the company gain an important edge in the mul- 
tinational market and it decided late last year to set up a 
subsidiary, Ezy Properties Services (EPS), to provide ad- 
vice on areas such as project management and space 
planning, as well as valuations and sites. 

-Its first major client, EUnet Belgium, previously com- 
pleted a lease contract project in Greenhill Campus, an 
important high-tech location in the country, with EPS’s 
parent company. The subsidiary is now responsible for 
managing the installation of 3,500 square meters (37,674 
square feet) of offices in the company's new headquarters in 
Leuven, as well as overseeing the move into the sew 
premises and serving as the rental agent for the property. 



Airport Business 
Centers Take Off 


Multiuse complexes at airports are growing. 


F or international companies, 

busmess location near a major airport, whether for the 
fast turnaround of merchandise or for busy executives 
on the wing from one meeting to another,.** obvKw^Europe s 
top airports offer a variety of busracss-raecdly facilities. 


Tea and tarmac . . 

At Heathrow, Europe’s busiest airport m tsmsot passenger 
numbers, three types of short- and long-term office space and 
business facilities are available. The World Trade Center 
located on foe perimeter of the airport, currently has 5,390 
square meters (58,017 square feet) of office space available 
with flexible leasing terms. Offices are air-conditioned, have 
views of the airfield and are equipped with raised floors and 
cabling. Regular shuttle buses run to the airport terminals and . 
Heathrow Express. Phases 3 and 4 of foe development will add 
more office space in foe coining years. Other office buildings 
are located outside the airport but within 2 kilometers (1.2 
miles) of it, including the Elements building, which boasts 
high-tech facilities and a 200 -space parking lot 
Offices be rented in a variety of locations in Heathrow’s 

Central Terminal Area at a week’s notice. Standard services -^ 
tn^hiHp- telephone fi n es and voice maiL access to fax m ac hin es 
and photocopiers, maintenance and, this being England, fine 
tea and coffee. 


One-stop shopping 

As EPS officials point out, a large multinational company 
can benefit from such services by saving valuable staff time 
and by gaining access to specialists in office use and 
furnishings. “Visiting property is one thing,” one EPS 
executive explains, “but how do you know when you have 
visited an empty floor that you have chosen the right surface 
in the right location? How much will tt cost to put up the 
necessary partitioning, fit-out works and wiring?" 

■EPS also advises foe relocating corporate client on other 
ways to cut costs, from “hot-desiring” (where staff mem- 
bers use facilities interchangeably) to reconfiguring floor 


Building a better workplace 
Eurogreen, another real estate 
agency in Brussels, has set its sights 
on corporate clients in foe Benelux 
countries and is now expanding into 
the Baltics. Rather than wait for 
customers to come to it. Eurogreen 
has initiated two major projects 
aimed at international manufactur- 
ers seeking to minimize transport 
and distribution costs. 

The first of these projects, Lo- 
gistiek Park Zandvlict (LPZ), which 
is awaiting official approval, is situ- 
ated on foe Netherlands border ad- 
jacent to the port of Antwerp. The 
park will be part of the proposed 
regional corridor connecting Rot- 
terdam with Antwerp. Warehousing, distribution, assembly 
and high-tech facilities are being incorporated into an 
irxhistrial park aimed at multinationals that want to export 
their goods to customers across Europe. Rail links are being 
provided to foe Channel Tunnel, as well as to the ports of 
Zeebruge, Ghent and Rotterdam. Eurogreen says that such 
facilities should help international companies integrate 
“just-in-time” concepts into their production. 

The second project, foe Free Economic Zone Kaunas, is 
located in Lithuania's second-largest city, Kaunas, and arms 
to integrate distribution and assembly throughout the Balt- 
ics. Multimodal transport networks will link Helsinki wife 
Saint Petersburg ana Warsaw, as well as other' Baltic 
shipping terminals. The free zone will also include an 
industrial production area and a science and technology 
park. The Dutch engineering group Arcadrs and the in- 
ternational energy conglomerate Ttactebel of Belgium are 
partners in foe project 

Farther south, a realty company founded by Vtt Klima, 
who served as deputy mayor of Prague, is setting up a 
network of agencies aimed at helping multinationals buy 
businesses, as well as land for greenfield production sites, in 
the Czech Republic. The network seeks to provide a 
complete range of services, from investment advice to 
insurance. 


The Paris area 

Both of Paris’s airports, Roissy-Charies-de-GaulIe and Qriy, 
offer high-tech office space to companies. At Roissy, the office 
complex Le D6me is linked to Pans by trains and buses and to 
airport terminals by its own mini- subway, Le Relayeur, with 
h prirps leaving every 20 seconds.' The 40,000-square-meter 
building has a glass-domed interior walkway. Its modular 
office space can be parceled out as single offices or an entire 
building, and two business centers offs’ office rentals for 
variable time periods. A wide range of services, from main- 
tenance to interior decoration, is available; and the complex 
has its own restaurants, shops; post office, banks, hotels and 
medical service. 



The Oriytech office complex at Oily Airport also benefits 

> Pans. With 


from good transport connections to Paris. With 30,000 square 
meters of cable-ready offices, the complex boasts such extras 
as green spaces, a shared co mpan y restaurant, a restaurant- 
club, cafeteria, shops, tennis courts, a business center and a 
hotel 



Pamela Ann Smith The Emstwmayhdp produce a crassOhanne! economic region. 


Major Frankfurt expansion 

In May, Frankfurt, the Continent’s busiest airport, will in- 
augurate its new AIRail terminal, which will provide high- 
speed intercity train service. Phase 2 of the AIRal terminal 
will be the budding of a 160,000-square-meter multilevel 
office complex cm top of foe terminal. Financing is being 
sought for the 750 million Deutsche mark ($417 million) 
superstructure, which will also house entertainment and shop- 
ping facilities. Construction is set to begin in 2000. 

The new complex will help to make up for the Current 
shortage of office space at the airport With a 98 percent 
occupancy rate, foe airjwrt’&imot meet demtindfor offices at * 
the existing Frankfurt Airport Center 1 at Tennrnal't and • 
Frankfurt Airport Center 2 at Terminal 2. Tenants include ' 
aviation-related companies and Messer Griesheim, part of the 
Hoescht AG group, which has its executive headquarters at ' 
Frankfurt Airport Center 1. The airport also has a warehouse 1 
and distribution center that is used by U.S.-based Beckmann ' 
Instruments and Airbus, among others. 

Tbe World Trade Center Schiphol at Schiphol Airport in ^ 
Amsterdam rents out meeting and conference rooms for up to ^ 
120 people and provides business sendees. Tbe Business and i™ 
a. Meeting Cento: Schiphol also rents out meeting rooms for up ; 
Sto 20 and provides a wide range of business services. "l 

Heidi Ellison 


MIPIM Lays Groundwork for Trade Fair 


MIPIM (Marches International des Profes- 
. si on nets de rimmobilier). the international 
property-market trade fair, celebrates its 
10th anniversary this year at the Palais des 
Festivals in Cannes from March 11 to 14. 

The trade fair brings community devel- 
opment agencies and real estate pro- 
moters, developers and contractors togetb- 
'er with institutional investors and corporate 
'end-users. This year, 3,181 companies 


from 52 countries are on hand to wheel and 
deal. Nearly 2,700 of the 8,855 participants 
present are investors and end-users. A vari- 
ety of conferences will examine economic, 
fiscal, legal and technical topics with an eye 
to the new millennium. The MIPIM Awards 
mil recognize achievements in five cate- 
gories: office buildings, business centers, 
shopping centers, housing and office renov- 
ation. H£. 


Property Development on Europe’s Fast Track ? 


England. France, Spain, Germany and the Netherlands hope to capitalize on new high-speed train networks between cities. 
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E uropean planners are 
pushing ahead with a 
scheme to build 6,000 
kilometers (3,720 miles) of 
fast-rail track across foe Euro- 
pean Union by 20)0. Devel- 
opments are already taking 
shape in member states, in- 
cluding France, Germany, 
Spain, Britain, Italy, the Neth- 
erlands, Sweden and Den- 
mark. How will these moves 
affect property markets, cor- 
porate locations and invest- 
ment? Will they help to create 
new cross-frontier regions 
and concentrate business and 
cultural activity in major cen- 
ters served by the links? 

Europe’s first high-speed 
train link was five French 
TGV (Train k Grande 


Vitesse) between Paris and 
Lyon, which entered into ser- 
vice in 1982. This ultimately 
gave a big boost to foe de- 
velopment of office buildings 
in the Part-Dieu business dis- 
trict next to Lyon’s principal 
TGV station, which now ac- 
counts for 25 percent of office 
space in the Lyon area, 
though it took about 10 yC3is 
for the effects to be fully ap- 
parent 

Paradoxically, foe estab- 
lishment of Lyon's high- 
speed connection has pro- 
duced both decentralizing and 
rccentralizmg forces. On the 
one hand, it is now easier for 
Paris-based companies to es- 
tablish regional headquarters 
in Lyon because of foe rapid 


Are you 
a Saxon deep 
down? 


Back in the Middle Ages, the Saxons went 
out into the world. Today, things have changed 
and entrepreneurs from all over the globe 
are settling in Saxony. In the first half of 1998 
alone, some 4,000 companies were formed 
here In eastern Germany. You don't have to 
wait for the next mass migration, though, to 
take advantage of the greenhouse dimate for 
new businesses and established companies 
currently prevailing in Saxony. The Saxony 
Economic Development Corporation will be 
happy to supply you with all the information 
you need - free of charge. Simply phone 
+49/351/31 99-10 00, fax +49/35 1/31 99-10 99, 
or visit the Web site at www.saxony.com 


SAXONY! 


train times, yet on foe other 
hand, it is also easier for busi- 
nesspeople to travel from 
(heir Paris head offices and 
back on foe same day. 

“Tbe main demand for 
new service-sector office 
properties is now firmly con- 
centrated on the area around 
the Part-Dieu TGV station,” 
says Alain Schori, associate 
director with real estate 
agents Colliers Auguste- 
Thouand in Lyon. “Projects 
for around 80,000 square me- 
ters [860,000 square feet] of 
offices are being studied in 
this area, which is currently 
attracting foe interest of in- 
ternational investors, includ- 
ing U.S. institutions.” 

One of the wider claims 
made in favor of foe devel- 
opment of high-speed rail 
links is that they will encour- 
age the emergence of eco- 
nomic regions that straddle 
national boundaries. For ex- 
ample, local authorities on 
both sides of the English 
Channel are keen to promote 
the idea of a ttoss-CharmeT 
economic region powered by 
foe Channel Tunnel link, 
bringing together Kent in Bri- 
tain and the Nord-Pas de Cal- 
ais region in France. 

So for, the dream consid- 
erably outstrips foe reality, 
though some cross-Channel 
effects are being felt in tbe 
town of Ashford, foe first 
British stop for Eurostar trains 


from Paris and Brussels on 
their way to Londoa Ashford 
is now attracting small and 
medium-sized French 
companies, partly because of 
its favorable location with re- 
gard to transport links, and 
also because business costs 
and taxation are generally 
lower in Britain than they are 
in France. 

Another significant move 
is Germany’s Deutsche Bairn 
2000 project, which aims to 
place high-speed tram and 
other rail tracks underground 
in order to reclaim urban 
areas above foe stations. This 
aspect is particularly impor- 
tant because of the hi gh pop- 
ulation density and land 
scarcity in Germany’s main 
urban areas. 


Velocidad and vitesse 
Spain has created a high- 
speed train service, called 
AVE (Alta Velocidad Espan- 
ola), that links foe capital, 
Madrid, in the center of the 
country with Cordoba and 
Seville in foe south. “Thishas 
not produced big business 
movements,” says Etienne 
Brocas, property investments 
manager at agents Auguste- 
Tbauard Espafia in Madrid, 
“though it is helping tourism, 
and a few Spanish companies 
have relocated manuf 
activities to areas 
Seville and Cdrdoba.’ 

Spanish authorities are 


now working on a more am- 
bitious plan to link the court- . 
try’s high-speed AVE net- ’ 
work with France’s TGV »„ 
network via Zaragoza and * 
Barcelona in foe northeast of " 
Spain. "! 

“So for; this has been ex- 
amined solely as a transport ~ 
issue, and the possible eco- * 
nomic effects have not been 
seriously analyzed,” says Mr. 
Brocas. 

“However; it is likely that 
cities on the new line will 
become more attractive as 
business locations, particu- 
larly since rents are much ■ 
lower than in Madrid.” 

The Netherlands is taking 
advantage of foe country’s 
connection to the European 
high-speed train system to 
cany o ut magor developments 
around the five Dutch cities 
that are being joined to foe 
network: Amstodam, Rotter- 
dam, the Hague, Utrecht and 
Arnhem. 

The most important of 
these projects is Utrecht UTC 
(Utrecht Central), which inr • 
volves a large development 
over foe train station in the 
center of foe city. Utrecht is 
the rail hub of the Nether- 
lands, and the city’s station 
aksady plays host to the 
Jaadxurs congress and ex- 




offices. 
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Business Locations in Europe: Lyon 


SPONSORED SECTION 


A* Lyon huikk its 

ip&tatteaa&a ab&wtant 
E-mpaan cosumeniaiimd 
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woti as industrial 
compaolesan choosing 
foodiyasaEiropetm 
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oppoftanny for Investors. 
Clockwise horn Mb the 

ToorthiCretBt Lyonnais m 
Part-tea, the city's central 
hostess (Sstrict; the TGV 
~ station; and a view of 
downtown Lyoo. 



Part-Dieu Business District 
Is Now Ripe for Investment 

Construction is needed to fill the demand for new high-quality office space. 


S ince it was built two decades ago, die tubular Tour du 
Credit Lyonnais skyscraper has become as much a 
symbol of Lyon as the basilica of Notre Dame de 
Fourviere, perched on the hilltop where the Romans founded 
the city 2,000 years ago. 

This contrast of old and new is fitting for Fiance’s second 
city; whose historic neighborhoods have just been declared a 
w World Heritage She by the United Nations Educational, 
"Scientific and Cultural Organization (Unesco). While the city 
carefully nurtures its historical treasures, it is also vety much a 
part of the modem world, playing an important strategic role as 
a crossroads between southern and northern Europe. 

Its geographical position and its excellent air; rail and 
highway connections have made Lyon an unportant European 
business and logistics center, and as France’s economy grows 
stronger; more and more companies and investors are taking a 
closer look at the advantages of doing business m the city. 

Demand for modem space 

For real estate investors, the current conjunction of cir- 

cumstances has created .... 

just waiting to be seized Qsnpanies Jookipig ' . 

to relocate to Lyon are findu^a 'dearth ofifhe 
modem office space they Med. New con- 
struction ismgenflyneededtofintfedeinand 
and wise investors are capitalizing on the 
situation. 

According to toe real estate firm Bourdais, 
office stock in Lyon stood at 214,000 square 
meters in January, a decrease of9 percent from 
<Jjpl997 and the lowest level seen in 10 years. 

Significantly, new or renovated office space 
accounted for only 4,000 square metes. De- 
mand, however, remained Sable during the 
year. , • 

The most likely site for immediate de- 
velopment is the Part-Dieu business and com- 
mercial center; located in the heart of Lyon and home to the. 
Tour du Credit Lyonnais, the headquarters of one of France’s 
leading international banks, and the Tour Suisse. 

Part-Dieu is particularly well-connected to the outside 
world by its own high-speed TGV train station, and it also 
houses France’s second-largest shopping mall. With 500,000 
square meters of office space and 40,000 employees, it is the 
city's main hub of business activity. 


The most Sooty sit* 
fortnunodtoto 
doYstopmontfsIhe 
PsrtJMoa business 
center, located kt 
the heart at Lyon 


Adds Jean-Loui s Debauge, director of SERL: “Part-Dieu 
offers a window of opportunity for investors at the moment 
There is plenty of demand and little supply, and prices are 
attractive.” 

One investor that has taken advantage of the opportunities 
offered by Part-Dieu is Rodamco France, the French real estate 
arm of Rodamco, a Dutch investment company. 

Rodamco France is a majority co-owner of the Part-Dieu 
shopping mall and of the Tour du Credit Lyonnais. “We favor 
investments in major regional centers," says Paul Kauffer, 
chief executive officer of Rodamco France. "Lyon is in- 
teresting to us for two reasons. First, because it is the second 
city in France and has a strong financial base. Second, because 
the shopping center is the largest in the French provinces, and 
we want to be present in important markets.” 

According to Mr. Kauffer; Rodamco considers its trillion- 
franc holdings in Lyon as a "strategic investment” 

“This is a long-term investment for us,” he says, “with 
added value.” The company plans to reinvest in Lyon by 
renovating the 20 -year-old shopping crater and to take ad- 
. vantage of the economic upswing by making 

it more attractive to consumers. The shopping 
center attracts more than 20 million visitors 
per year and is “a motor of development for 
Lyon,” says Mr, Kauffer. 

Rodamco’s investment in Lyon represents 
30 percent to 35 percent of Its 5 billion franc 
investment in France. “It’s an important part 
of our investment in toe country, ” concludes 
Mr. Kauffer. Rodamco’s real estate holdings 
in Lyon are managed tty Paris-based Kteber 
Coriseil & Gestion. 

Other investors are taking a look at the 
opportunities offered by the Lyon market 
Says Guy MaEber, president of the Chamber 
of Commerce and Industry of Lyon, co-pres- 
ident of ADERLY (Lyon Area Economic 
Development Agency) and vice president of Pasteur M 6 rieux 
Connaught; one of the world's biggest vaccine makers: “At 
ADERLY, we are working with investors to encourage con- 
struction. Companies can’t find what they’re looking for — 
spaces of at least 2,000 square meters — so they are willing to 
invest in projects that have guaranteed tenants for 50 percent of 
toe space.” 

According to Mr. Malher, the investors that are currently 
showing interest in the Lyon region’s promising market are 
British and German banks and U.S. pension funds that are 
looking for secure investments and good yields. Companies are 
looking for large spaces and multiuse facilities with the latest 
equipment that can be used for a combination of activities, such 
as storage, tight industry, research; marketing and admm- 


Atiractive rents . 

La Lettre M 2 , which publishes newsletters on rreneb real 
estate, reported in January that rents at Part-Dieu have sta- 
bilized at up to 950 francs (S 1 58 ) per square mete; 200 francs 
to 300 francs higher than the average for the city. Less than _ . _ 

2,000 square meters of new office space is available at Part- i strati on. “What is needed now,” says Mr. Malher, "is compa- 
Dieu, most of it in toe Danica building. nies willing to sign rental contracts with investors, or investors 

M “Investors are coming back to Lyon.” says the newsletter, willing to build without having guaranteed tenants.” 

■ “attracted by the new stability ofthejnarket and the possibility He points out that because of the economic crises in Asia, 

of rents’ surpassing 1 ,000 francs per square meter. They are Russia and Brazil, "there has been a change in thinking among 
willing to invest outside of Paris, where the maket is too company directors. Before, they were concerned about the 
c om petitive ” status of their headquarters, but now their priority is investing 

Transactions at Part-Dieu in 1998 included toe sale of the fo research and factories and renting space for their headquar- 
Discover building to Socapi, toe tife insurance division of the ters. They are less concerned with image than they were 

^ — 5^-. .« - 1 ...^ .PaLm «>U»Aa TViyMfHi kintfbnoc IjcfOfC. 0 



Building Up the Market 


Greater Lyon offers a wide variety of sites tor business and 
industry, including industrial parks, business parks, ser- 
vice and commercial space, and technology and science 
parks. The following is a partial list of available sites. 

Part-Dieu 

The Lyon region’s major business center. With 40,000 
workers, toe complex has extensive subway and bus 
connections (it will also be served by streetcar in 2000), a 
high-speed train station, a shopping center and toe main 
municipal library. Buildabie space currently available: 
24,000 square meters (258, OCX) square feet) to toe east 
oftoetrain station, in lots of 5,000 square meters to 6 ,000 
square meters: 40,400 square meters south of toe train 
station: and 39,000 square meters of office space (build- 
ing permits tor 12 20Osqu are-meter spaces) in the Thiers 
sector, also located east of toe station. 

Cite Internationale 

A handsome new riverside development composed of 
offices, housing, a conference center, a cinema complex, a 
four-star Hilton hotel (to open in April) with restaurants and 
a casino, and a contemporary art museum. When com- 
pleted in 2005, the complex will consist of 224,000 
square meters of buildings on 18 hectares (44 acres). 
Currently, 66,000 square meters of land is available for 
construction. 

Porte des Alpes 

A technology park in the Lyon suburb of Saint-Priest. 
Located at the intersection of a network of highways and 
near toe Eurexpo international exhibition center, the Uni- 
versity of Lyon 11. the Lyon-Satcrias International Airport ted 
Lyon-Bron business airport, toe park will be served by a 
streetcar line in 2000. Four hectares of land , which can be 
divided into lots of 4,000 square meters to 20,000 square 
metes, is available tor development An additional 20 
hectares will be made available this year. 

Gotland 

On the left bank of the Rh&ne River, a technolqgy park where 
a number of companies, most of them specializing in bio- 
technology, employ 7,000 workers. Gertand is also the site 
of 30 laboratories and the Ecole Nattonale Supfirieure de 
Lyon Sciences. Some 10 hectares of land is available tor 
industrial activities, Including those requiring large plots. 

Lyon Confluence 

A new development project on 150 hectares of I ted be- 
tween the meeting point of the RhGne and Saone Rivers, the 
location of the Perrache TGV (high-speed train) station. Over 
the next two decades, the city has ambitious plans to 
develop a mixed-use community with offices; housing; 
shops; parking garages; parks and gardens; a pleasure port 
and cultural, educational, scientific and sports facilities. 


Setting Up a European Base in Lyon 


Sd&T safe of the Britannia building to a Lyon 

construction has token place m Part-Dieu nee 
1993, when the Danica and Discovery buil din gswrae com- 
pleted According to ^ International Paper cites geography workforce skills and quality of life as reasons for choosing the city. 

Wtonc. "wilhoutguanmleed 

investing in new - w ^ ozras of international companies 


tenants. 


D and organizations have chosen 
Lyra as the European base for 

Keacty to jookmg for such investors. Current their activities. Among them are Hewlett- 

^ three years would add Packard, Urea, Euronews, toe Aspen In- 

ItSoW office space. . . stituteFtonce, toe E lho I nstitute, Interpol 

90,000 squareraetCTs Part-Dieu is experiencing a foe Internationa] Cancer Research Center 

1 L^ e Ml PL.*- Catherine Tardieu, director of marketing and Handicap International Lyon is a . 

second wind, say® d’Eqiriperoent du Rh 6 ne et de gateway to a European market of 350 during aseptic packaging. Mr. Hobn 

and sales rorSfcKi. i . pi ann j n g company. trillion consumers, and for just that rea- points out that toe total market for these 

Lyon), a publ«D'P nv ® r „ moa nies consider Lyon as a second son. International Paper recently chose toe products is only 1 billion packages in the 
She .adds: jwanyj»n tcv station in toe heart of city as a base for its European activities. United States, but 30bdlion to 35 billion 

International Paper is the world’s top in Europe. 

1 . . . CC J 1 : nf I unn lc 


located in the middle of the market, with 
easy access to Germany, France, Italy and 
Spain, all of which are big markets.” 

International Paper Beverage Pack- 
aging Europe employs 130 people in 
Saint-Priest, the site of its headquarters 
for European operations, a research and 
development center and a factory pro- 


to make the company’s implantation in 
Saint-Priest a success. Greater Lyon co- 
ordinated the administrative procedures 
necessary for setting up and handled 
relations with municipal authorities. 

“We received a lot of support from 
ADERLY [toe Lyon Area Economic De- 


program] in finding and training em- 
ployees.” says Mr. Hohn. “ADERLY 
also helped us to organize utilities, find 
contractors to build the factory and show 
the community to our employees.” 
International Paper is pleased with ns 




“BUSINESS Department 

jSbskb- . 


aging, which preserves products like 
rmTk for long periods of tone, toe com- 
pany set up toe European headquarters 
of International Paper Beverage Pack- 
aging Europe in Saint-Priest, a suburb of 
Lyon, in 1996. 

“Europe is toe largest madeetfor longr 
life aseptic products,” says Stig Holm, 
general manager of International Paper 
Beverage Packaging Europe. “We chose 
Lyon for logistic^ reasons, because it is 


Priest is located near the Lyon-Satolas 
International Airport, which is important 
to us, and the area has excel lent highway 
connections,” 

Another incentive for locating m the 
Lyon region was the assistance provided 
by local agencies. Greater Lyon's. De- 
partment of Economic and International 
Affairs and the Lyon Area Economic 
Development Agency (ADERLY) 
worked together with International Paper 


contact with local people in related in- 
dustries and Lyon’s active cultural life. He 
adds that toe area’s international schools 
were important to the company’s ex- 
patriate employees. ADERLY provided 
assistance with school placements. 

International Paper Beverage Pack- 
aging Europe is planning to expand toe 
capacity of its factory in Saint-Priest. It is 
also investing to equipment and is ex- 
panding elsewhere to Europe. • 


Ambitious Plans 
For 2 1st Century 

Raymond Barre, mayor of Lyon since 1995, was first 
elected as a deputy from the city in 1978. In the following 
interview, the former prime minister of France discusses 
the opportunities open to real estate investors and the 
city's plans for the future. 


What is the current situation 
in Lyon 's commercial real es- 
tate market? 

After a phase during which 
balance returned, toe market 
in Greater Lyon is once again 
confronting a shortage of 
new, high-quality office 
space. Large companies that 
are interested in Greater Lyon 
as a site for their service ac- 
tivities encounter problems as 
soon as they start looking for 
sizable properties. Naturally, 
this lack of supply enhances 
price pressures, but that is not 
in itself a bad thing; on the 
contrary, it creates especially 
attractive investment oppor- 
tunities. 

Id 1999, we will see the 
return of these investors to the 
Lyon region, especially for- 
eign investors. Accenting to 
real estate professionals, the 
market in the Lyon region 
now offers a base for high 
yields, of around 9 percent to 
9.5 percent, placing it among 
the most profitable markets in 
Europe. 

What investment opportu- 
nities are available on Great- 
er Lyon 5 commercial real es- 
tate market? 

Part-Dieu, Lyon’s business 
district, offers toe best invest- 
ment opportunities at toe mo- 
ment. Several office-building 
projects are on offer by Ly- 
onnais property developers. 

Greater Lyon continues to 
invest to Part-Dieu because it 
wants to complete this de- 
velopment program, which 
was launched more then 25 
years ago, as rapidly as pos- 
sible. Efforts have been made 
to improve access to Part- 
Dieu for pedestrians and for 
automobiles, to develop high- 
quality public spaces and to 
extend public transport. By 
the end of 2000 , the center of 
toe Part-Dieu business district 
will be served by a new street- 
car tine. 

Greater Lyon’s second ser- 
vice hub is Cite Interna- 
tionale, located between toe 
Rhone River and the Parc de 
la Tete d’Or. Its vocation is to 
provide high-quality office 
space for company headquar- 
ters. There is still room for 
new office buildings to be 
built on this prestigious site, 
but the operation must be 
completed rapidly because 
facilities designed to receive 
different types of internation- 
al meetings, including con- 
gresses, diplomatic confer- 
ences and so on. have already 
been built. 

What are Greater Lyon’s 
goals in terms of economic 
development? 

Our primary goal is to po- 
sition Lyon among toe top- 
ranking cities in Europe. In 
addition, we are determined 
to develop new activities with 
high added technological 
value. One example, to which 
we are giving highest priority, 
is the Gerland science park, 
which will enable us to 
achieve this goal in toe areas 
of biotechnology and life sci- 
ences in general. 

The Lyon area’s Porte des 
Alpes technology park typ- 
ifies the future development 
of toe region. Following toe 
example of new-generation 
business paries, this site can 
accommodate activities re- 


lated to toe environment, 
electronics and toe medical 
sciences on its 120 hectares 
50 acres]. The Merial group 
formerly ..Rhone-Merietix] 
has already chosen 20 hec- 
tares of land in toe Porte des . 
Alpes park as toe site for a 
factory producing veterinary 
products. 

Haw will Greater Lyon go 
about attracting increased 
numbers of business travel- 
ers? 

Thanks to our know-how 
and our current tourism fa- 
cilities, we have already at- 
tracted such major events as 
the G-7 summit meeting and ; 
the United Nations Confer'- 
ence on Trade and Develop^ ‘ 
merit's biannual summit ! 
meeting. Biovision, the first 
world forum on life sciences, . 
will soon be held here. 

We have even more am- , 
bitious plans; however. In ; 
terms of infrastructure, we 
have decided to build a new ! 
Palais des Congres that will 1 
seat 3,000 conference-goers. : 
When it opens its doors at toe * 
end of 2002 , it will provide ’ 
backup to the business and ' 
conference facilities already 
available at Cite Interna- ' 
tionale. The new facility will 
help to place the city among 
the ranks of European met- ' 
ropolises capable of organ- 
izing huge international con- 
gresses. 

What is Greater Lyon’s 
strategy for future develop- 
ment? 

When it comes to strategy, 
we have set up a plan called 
“Millennium 3,” toe goal of 
which is to collectively plot 
the medium- and long-term 



Mayor Raymond Barre. 


development of the city of'. 
Lyon. The program is an on- 
going examination of the 
city's future with the theme of" 
humanity at toe center of the 
debate. 

In addition, we want to 
continue the development of 
toe city in concrete terms. The 
most ambitious development 
project, and toe one that is 
most representative of the Ly- 
on of tomorrow, is Lyon Con- 
fluence, located in toe heart of 
the city. In the next 20 to 30 
years, toe city’s urbanized 
area will be doubled. A new 
city center with a mix ofhous- 
ing, offices, shops, parking 
lots, and cultural, scientific 
and sporting facilities will be 
constructed on an area of T50 
hectares. Nearby will be toe . 
new Gerland park, with a 
spectacular setting between 
the Rhone and Safine rivers. ■ 
This exciting project should 
enable Lyon to indisputably 
acquire the status of a great 
European city, along toe lines 
of Milan or Barcelona. • 


Help for In 



ADERLY 

Lyon Area Devhjopmbyt Asero/ A ssociation pour le 
P gVELQppBierr Econo mx kie de la RfestQN Lyommaise 
Contact: Robert Maury 
20, rue de la Bourse 
69289 Lyon 

Tel.: (33 4) 72 40 57 30 
Fax:(334)7240 57 35 
Web site: www.fyorvadarly.com 

DAEI 

Greater Lyon Department of Economic 
and International Affairs 
Contact Jean-Louis Meynet 
20, rue du Lac 
69399 Lyon Cedex 03 
Tel.: (334)78 6348 06 
Fax:(33 4)78 14 38 75 
Web site: www.greatertyon.com 
Email: jlmeynet@grandlyon.coni 

LyonatMIPIM 

March 11-14 

Path's des Festivals, Cannes 
Stand no.: 13.20-15.19 
Stand tei.: (33 41 92 99 80 30 
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.Givenchy’s Glitzy Space Odyssey 

Futuristic Creations by McQueen Give Glamour a Rocket Boost 
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By Snzy Menkes 

P ARIS — Alexander McQueen 
has seen fashion's future — and 
it is wearing laser beams. The 
hard-edged futuristic show 
which the British designer sent out for 
Givenchy on Wednesday had all the 
cold, sparkling brilliance of a diamond 
— and it was the first of the fail season to 
address the year 2000. 

McQueen made a bold statement 
about modem glamour, and if the spacey 
white and silver outfits traced with cir- 
cuit-board patterns looked a little Star 
Trek — well, what a dizzying, dazzling 
space odyssey it was. 

The show started with a witty touch: a 
Dalek voice ordered the audience to 
extinguish all cell phones as blue lasers 
illuminated in turn each letter of 
Givenchy. The finale had two models in 
jackets winking with electric bulbs as 
they walked down the mirrored silver 
runway. 

McQueen's vision is laser sharp. Even 
discomfortingly hard. Whereas in his 
London show the designer emphasized 
his softer romantic side, here the show 
was based on linear tailoring in white or 
silver gray, die square shoulders some- 
times star-dusted with beads or with geo- 
metric inserts that sectioned the body. 
They moved forward the Givenchy look 
precisely because everything was stream- 
lined radio- than complicated. 

This empowerment dressing has its 
roots in earner versions of futurism. In 
fact; transparent plastic raincoats and a 
red and white leather suit recalled the 
visions of Cardin and Courreges in the 
1960s. But whereas futurism then pro- 
jected an optimistic innocence. Mc- 
Queen’s version, with die models’ al- 
bino pale faces and squared-off wigs, is 
harsher and sexier. 

Couldn't this ice madam silhouette 
melt into something softer? McQueen 
did show slender, supple dresses in 
panne velvet with die circuit board pat- 
terns. Very occasionally, be flunked the 
math class as with a geometric jacket 
with asymmetric panels, hut even that 
looked Inventive, if not enticing. 

In McQueen, Givenchy has the dream 
scenario: a 29-year-old designer with 


(Generatioiiai) Gap 

Young Designers Shaped by Dark Gothic of ’ 80 s 

.■ By Richard Buckley 
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■BT^ARIS ‘ — Jeremy 
! B'. ^ Scott, who win close 
| I the latest round of in- 
■ -» tetnational women’s 
ready-to-wear shows Satur- 
;day night; is just one of a 
■number of young designers, 

[with a median age of about 
25, currently shaping fash- 
ion’s future. The d$rfc, gothic ... 

[aesthetic of his contempor- 
•aries, Verouique Branqumho, 

[OlivierTheyskens andBalen- 
ciaga’s Nicholas Ghesquiere, 

■for example, has had an enor- 
;naoos effect on many a run- 
way this season, 
f Scott, an AnKricandesign- 
;er. who was 23 when he. 
presented his first collection, 
says a photo of the “Dynas- 
ty” actress Linda Evans 
climbing a rxxdc in an evening 
w dress and looking over her 
shoulder in terror was an early 
inspiration. “Tragic, glam- 
our,”' says Scott, “that sums 
it up.” Although he has 
moved on since then (this is 
his fifth season), the image of 

Evans is pure ’80s. What is 
considered retro for s ome.be- 
comes a point of departure 
and reference for others. 

In reply to media criticism 
of his show last March, Scott 
told Self Service magazhre, 

“Anyway, a 60-year-old 
joaamdist is not going to have 
the sprne ideas and values as a 
24 -year-old, and that is just 
the way it is.” Scott’s remark 
was voiced less in bitterness 
than as a statement of fact. 

^ Although the generation 

II Mn as it used to be called, . _ 

S appear to have nano wed, the. nft has, in fact, grown 

wider T^parents of today’s coUegesmdentsn^yshare the 

as indelible obtbeir psyches as freshly inked 

“S every age before, toe <™tare end eajtndK of today's 
hive been shaped by, and are a reaction to, the 
oSSgS4>» in their twenties have 
and tte impact ithas.faad on sen; and, 

fs^wsss^aesssfe 

Jiould be reflected creatively m their designs. 

**£*£££ of violence and 
Scott looked perplexed. A snnflar took of 
5635 over ibcface ofBelgian menswear designer 

when the same question was put to him. So 
- Raf Simons, 3, » s - young designers Irek? Aa Skye 

the new, for retrospect . - - 

w iU only ^ parents of the baby boomers, who 

UvS S™ ved Depression and World War H, 


The American designer 
Jeremy Scott, 25 , says his 
generation is influenced 
by images of the 1980s. 
The "tragic glamour'.' of 
the “ Dynasty ” actress 
Linda Evans, below, was 
an inspiration for his first 
collection. 
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optimistically embraced the 
future and new technology. 
Unfortunately, their notion 
that history had taught them 
how to reorder life and rec- 
ognize the enemy left them 
frozen, like the townspeople 
in the film “PleasantviUe,” 
in an idealized black and 
white world. 

Steeped in historical ref- 
erences, the generation that 
came of age in the late ’60s 
and early vOs naively set out 
to overturn the system with 
their ideas, fashions and mu- 
sic. “We set out to change the 
world, but only changed 
ourselves,’ ’ the rock star Curt 
Wild says at the end of the 
Glam Rock film “Velvet 
Gol dmine .** 

“What’s wrong with 
that?” asks the reporter Ar- 
thur Stuart 

Gesturing at the banal in- 
habitants in the bar around 
them, the disillusioned Wild 
responds, “Look at the 
world.” 




T HE world, if one is to 
believe all of what 
one reads, sees and 
hears, has been going 
to pieces ever since. Every- 
thing, while becoming in- 
creasingly interconnected, 
has also become more frag- 
mented. There are no con- 
stants, and there is certainly 
no black and white. Although 
the younger generation is just 
as bell-bent on rebellion and 
dead set on breaking with the 
past as those that came be- 

tore, they have replaced the 

Digtni pm> idealism of their parents with 
their own brand of hard- 
edged cynicism. They do, however, have the same need to 
carve out and create their individual sense of style, identity and 
power. Paradoxically, as products of a consumer society, they 
may talk about individuality, yet wholeheartedly endorse 
validation through brand identification; whether it is the Nike 
swoosh, Louis Vuitton monogram, Gucci double Gs or Prada 
metal triangle. 

While their parents wore clothes as a means of calculated 
provocation, the younger generation often uses design to 
create meaning through the subtlety of abstraction, a system of 
signs and the codification of cool. Aaron Betsky in “Icons: 
Magnets of Meaning,” writes; “By misusing an object, 
layering it with our intentions, and reforming it in our lives, it 
can become a commentary on how we create sense within our 
■world.” . 

Although they often lack, a knowledge of historical per- 
spective, young designers dismiss the past as irrelevant one 
minute, but feel free, not unlike the way contemporary DJs use 
sound, to sample fragments of everything mat lias come 
before. 

“Tiy as 1 do to break out of the 70s,” said Tom Ford after 
the Gucci show last week, * 'references from that time continue 
to influence my sense of beauty in ways 1 am not even 

Continued on Page 24 , 
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Comme des Garcons' sequined patched dress; Ungaro’s Bohemian chic coat; Chloe's lacy top with capelet. 


boundless creative energy, a great sense 
of showmanship — and an ultra modem 
take on essentially classic clothes. 

Other designers have also dealt in 
glamour. Stella McCartney's is of the 
unsubtle rock chick kind But hey! She 
had the putative future Queen of Eng- 
land in her from row. And what else 
could Camilla Parker Bowles have been 
doing at Chloe than shopping for her 
trousseau? 

A few little (very little) lacy 
somethings breasted the long runway, 
and the degantly shod foot of Prince 
Charles’s consort tapped to the rhythm. 
Then came something to accommodate 
the royal wave: a tailored coat with a 
wide kimono cape sleeve. 

In fact, Parker Bowles’s daughter 


Laura was backstage helping to lever the 
models into their skintight jeans with 
tigers snarling on the back pockets and 
pulling up iaiee-high boots over the 
ihick-ribbed socks. Poor lambs, they 
needed something to keep them warm, 
with all those barely there tops, swoop- 
ing cowl necks and swags of beads airing 
the derriere. 

McCartney’s show rocked merrily on 
(and on) — with few ideas but enough 
energy to light up a disco. Heathery 
British tweeds have never looked so 
saucy as with those pants cupping the 
rear. There was a focus on the capelet, a 
currently hip accessory, made at Chloe 
in cloth, fluffy knit or crochet patchwork 
blankets like granny used to make. 

McCartney makes a great deal out of 


very little, but her mix of flea market 
style, French froufrou, disco dolly 
dresses and Sherlock Holmes tweeds 
seems to be working for Chloe. 

Emanuel Ungaro's fast-paced collec- 
tion was an ode to Bohemian chic. And 
who better than a master of mixed prints 
to drape swathes of rich colorful cloth? 
That was for the backcloth and for clothes 
that were multilayered and heavily em- 
bellished — yet done with a light hand. 

W itb deliberately massed-up hair, one 
strand creating a squaw band across the 
forehead, and multicolored feathers as 
earrings and necklaces, Ungaro crossed 
Gypsies with American Indians and had 
a lot of fun. Shearling coats, stenciled. 

Continued on Page 24 
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FASHION / A SPECIAL REPORT 


A New Breed in Paris: Hyper-Realistic Designers 
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f ' ICB store, left, and display benches 
t'Christophe Lemaire's boutique. 



By Alicia Drake 


P ARIS — If there is a com- • : _ 

mon link to the young de- 

signers working in Paris V . isjgsM * 

right now — Jeremy Scott, ‘ 

Bless, Gaspard Yuriaevich, Shsr- . ■ |Bf • 

on Wauchob — it is that they all • ■ 

belong to a school of hyper-real- ■ ■ 

1CTTI. 

“We are a grown-up genera- . ^ 

tioa,” said Desiree Heiss, part of 
the avant-garde design duo Bless, 

who create limited-edition fashion . ■ 

objects and who this week launch ; '• 

their “Living/room conquerors’' 

— garments for furniture. / 

“Everyone is trying to survive. . ' -./' 

You start with all your creative .. . 

ideas and a lot of idealism and thea '•' . 

afterwards you realize to survive " ■-■ 

you have to be clever enough to ••.■ 

combine it with a level of com- 

mercialism.” mbns 

This new generation is not look- 
ing for backers (with the exception — „ , _ erri 

of Yurkievich who is financed by otlCLTOTL rVCUlCflOb: 1 tieSG 
his entrepreneur brother), prefer- _ 77 - 

ring instead to self-finance their days TlOuOCLy IS gOlTlg t-O give 
houses through collection sales “ . ,Q . ,-P. . .P , 

and consultancy work. y 011 Something TOT nothing. 

Scott has just signed a con- J _ 0 

soitancy deal with the house of " : " ■ 


.:£8 
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The Boutiques With a Difference 


By Pat McColl 


P 


ARJS — With monolithic international boutiques 
such as The Gap and Zara seemingly sprouting on 

. . .1 £.1 : 1 


an out-of-the-way location at 16 Rue de Charonne near the Scott has ju: 
Bastille for her boutique which opened a year ago. “I wanted soitancy deal v, 
it to be in a real neighborhood, ” says Marant who lives Trussardi to woi 
nearby. sardi Sport coll 

She describes her look as “ethnic but without the folklore.’* season after skip 
Her shop has become a favorite shopping destination for Cher de la Fressange. 
and the young French actresses Romane Bohringer, Emma de “A backer is s 


who never really sustained inter- 
national attention nor graduated 
beyond the young d esign er 
tagline. Tbeir growth was stunted 
by the acute mid-1990s recession, 
jack of financial investment, but 
also, according to Stephen Todd, 
editor of the new French fashion 
magazine, Numero, because they 
simply were not producing what ' ^ 
was expected of Paris. 

“On the international circuit, 
Paris has an image as & source of 
edgy, risk-taking fashion, ” said 
jodd. '“The previous generation 
were producing very nice, not par- 
ticularly adventurous, clothing, 
and it never captured die fashion 
pack’s jfwyginatinn. Now you've 
got designers like Jeremy who are 
really exploiting Paris's avant- 
garde image.” 


Sharon Wauchob : e These 


N ot only is this new. gen- 
eration highly image- 
aware, but it is bene- 
fiting from a dramatic 
whangs in. Paris fashion’s infra- 
structure. “Before there was no 
c ommerc ial reality to fashion in 
Paris, there were just the fashion 
shows,” said Yuriaevich, whose 
spriag/summesr collection sold to 
five Paris boutiques. “Now Paris 


Trussardi to work on the T’Store, Trussardi Jeans and Ttus- is no longer just a shop window for the wood, there is a real 


opening up shops that dare to be different. Caunes and 

! -"'It’s the moment to do something that’s more than mar- Still on tt 
feeting; dial’s more personal,” says Cbristophe Lemaire about Brahms and 
his boutique at 36 Roe de Sevigne which opened last week, mood at bod 
j Lemaire was studying for a degree in decorative arts when, Brahms, v 
it the age of 19, be started to work for Thierry Mugler to earn clothes: coci 
money a nd, as be says, “discovered fashion.” ankle-length 

f After Mu gler came apprenticeships at Michel Klein, Yves signers. 
Saint Laurent and Christian Lacroix which Lemaire describes “All my 1 

as his most formative experience. Since 1990, he has been on kinds of clod 
jiis own. laughs Brahi 

1 “I wanted a boutique that says ‘Come in,* ” he says about _ 
jhe light-filled space with clothes displayed flat oa long, AS 

harrow wooden benches designed by an architect friend, m boi 
Robert Carr. cal 

* •'Typical of his look is the transparent vinyl parka layered on An 


Still on the Right Bank, at 16 Rue Montmartre, is Lena 
ahms and at 44 Rue Etienne Marcel, Gas. The look and 


Brahms and at 44 Rue Etienne Marcel, Gas. The look and 
mood at both shops is definitely anti-sportswear. 

Brahms, which opened last week, specializes in dress-np 
clothes: cocktail dresses or that brocade-laced corset over an 
ankle-length skirt — looks she hunts out from young de- 
signers. 

“All my friends complained that they couldn’t find these 
kinds of clothes at prices they wanted to pay. Now they can.” 
laughs Brahms. 


sardi Sport collections, while Jerome Drcyfuss, back this curiosity on tire part of boutiques and press which never (| 
season after skipping a collection, works as a consultant at lues existed before.” * 

' laFressange. . On the press scene, as alternative and influential m aga z i n es 

* ‘A haclcCT is a thing of the ’80s. These days nobody is going such as Purple Fashion. Self Service and Jatouse sprang up to 
give you something for nothing,” said Wauchob, who champion and chart die new generation, so other existing 
irks one day a week as a consultant at the Louis Vudttoa magazines bad to follow. 

idio. Meanwhile, Colette’s opening two years ago was a retail 

A graduate of Sl Martin’s fashion school, Wauchob moved watershed, not only in the direct boost it gave young designees 
Paris four years ago to work as an assistant to Koji Tatsuno. (selling, exhibiting, showcasing them), but in the reaction it 
e lannrhftd her own line last season, choosing to remain in prompted among competitors. Maria Luisa Po um a fll ou 
ris rather than, return to London or her native Northern opened both an accessories - and menswear boutique. 
;t»nd. “If I was in Ireland, I could have a nice big studio in Kashiyarna refurbished its Left Bank d e sig ner boutique, re- 
old converted church, but it would be so unrealistic,” said opening under the hew name of Onward, while the department 
anchob. “And London is great at the be ginning , but for a store Printemps jumped fashion forward, pumping up its 
nng designer the next level up just doesn’t exist there. Paris ' young designer otter and providing space for designers such 


to give you something for nothing,” said Wauchob, who 
wcuks one day a week as a consultant at the Louis Vidttoa 
studio. 

A graduate of Sl Martin’s fashion school, Wauchob moved 


to Paris four years ago to work as an assistant to Koji Tatsuno. 
She launched her own line last season, choosing to remain in 


AS IS an offshoot of Andre Gas’s costume jewelry 
boutique and, like Brahms, specializes in what he 
calls “mixes” with small series from English, 


She launched her own line last season, choosing to remain in 
Paris rather than, return to London or her native Northern 
I reland . “If I was in Ireland, I could have a nice big studio in 
an old converted church, but it would be so unrealistic,” said 
Wauchob. “And London is great at the beginning, but for a 
young designer the next level up just doesn't exist there. Paris 
you are thrown right in to compete cm the international market 
straight-away.” 

Scott, 25. is contemplating his sixth collection and his 
future. “I feel like I have established an identity and an image 


American and French designers. On a recent trip to ami now I want to work on other parts of the house. Look ax the 


a white shirt and easy chino skirt or the high-collared parka Loudon, he discovered Gharani Strok’s paisley print silk commercial end and bridge the gap between the collection’s 
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dresses, all in today's clean contemporary sportswear mood. 
}n -New York, his collection is sold at Barneys and Antique 


Boutique. 

Just a few blocks away, on the corner of Rue Pave and Rue 
des Rosiers, is another cool space for ICB, Onward 
Kashiyama’s private label collection, originally designed by 
Michel Kors and now by a Japanese team. 

1 The boutique, opened in mid-January, is the work of the 
Japanese architect Waro KishL 

\ A long screen in galvanized steel slices the boutique in two. 
Hung against the screen are the collection’s signature chalk- 
white chunky sweaters, while set into it are vi trines for small 
Accessories. 

»■ Another young French designer, Isabel Marant, 30, chose 


crepon long dresses and has recently added shoes from the 
American designer Sigerson Morrison. 

And on the Left Bank, where that relentless gray and white 
message inundates boutique after boutique, there's the shock 
of vivid color at Antoine et Lili, 87 Rue de Seine, the third 
Paris boutique for the label 

Behind tne label, which was created in 1993, is a team of 


creativity and its affordability, wearability and accessibility,’ 
he said. 


R ADICAL words from the man Whose most infamous 
collection was a riot of 24-carat gold chain tops and 
lumpy but lavish mink pieces. But this is no about- 
turn, rather the next stage in a carefully planned and 
constructed career. As Milan Vukmirovic, the buyer at the 
Colette boutique, pot it “Right from the start, Jeremy has 
always had a strategy and that was to build a strong image first 
and make it profitable after.” 

What maos these young designers out is not just that they 
are competing on the international market, but that they are 
holding their own. They follow a generation of Paris designers 


affes. None of the items are expensive and all are done in a 
spirit of fun. 


PIT MCCOLL is a free-lance journalist based in Paris . 


young designer otter ana providing space ror designers suen 
as Scott and Yuriaevich to show. . 

There are quite simply more means of sup port available to 
this generation: whether it is .the fashion and art store-L’Epi- 
cerie commissioning designers such as Andre Walker, 
Yurkievich or Erik Halley to design an exclusive piece for the 
boutique (L’Epicerie manufactures the product, they share the 
profits), or New Balance and Charles Jourdan donating 250 
pairs of soles each to Bless for their limited-edition “cus- 
tomizable footwear.” 

‘ ‘Five years ago, there was a fear among designers in Paris » 
of doing anything new. Fear of the expense, fear of die {p 
complications involved,” said Colette’s Vukmirovic. 

“Now designers are surrounded by lots of people of the 
same age with the same mentality, they are working with 
photographers, magazines, boutiques who support and posh 
them. It gives them die confidence and motivation to suc- 
ceed.” 
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ALICIA DR.4KE is a fashion and style writer based in 
Paris. 
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Continued from Page 23 


conscious of.” Ford, 37, says a 
woman 20 years older might think 
a “matched suit and perfect 
makeup pretty,” but find his 
clothes for Gucci aggressive, 
while, he adds, he seei the vision 
of Alexander McQueen, a design- 
er 10 years his jimior, to be more 
extreme and violent than his 
own. 

It only makes sense, for ex- 
ample, that Scott’s clothes would 
be imbued with an abstract ’80s 
sense of glamour and extrava- 
gance, as be grew up “watching 
bitch fights in evening-wear” on 
“Dynasty," but to be contempor- 
ary. he says, they must have an 
“urban reality.’ The ’80s, be 
adds, was “the last time we 
looked to the future. When I look 
to the year 2000, I look to die 
future. My set of references and 
my reason for reacting are dif- 
ferent. ” It is a given that someone 



therefore, that in- 1980 people 
found the Calvin ‘ Klein 
Jeans/Brooke Shields spot — 
“nothing comes between me and 
my Calvin’s” — shocking. Or 
that die film “Solomon and 
Sheba," a 1959 swosd and sandal L* 
epic that is now viewed as a piece (p 
of period kitsch, received a “con- 
demned” rating by Catholic Life 
Magazine because its voluptuous 
star, Gina Lollobrigida, appeared 
in diaphanous gowns. Her cos- 
tumes, Which im plied nudity and 
wanton behavior then, would be 
considered armor by today's stan- 
dards. 
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S TILL for all its apparent 
permissiveness, younger 
designers approach sexu- 
ality with a kind of de- 
tachment that is so different from 
that of the sexual revolution of 
their parents' generation. Look at 
the sheer dresses created last sea- 
son by Nicholas Ghesquiere for- 
Balenciaga, which are innocently 


m 


“V — ~ m j- 777 - - f j na-uuioa uucmjuicic lut- 

ferenL” It is a given that someone Crl/ia LolLobnglcLa S Balenciaga, which are innocently 

10 years younger than Scott might . O monastic and witchy at the same 

say that the ’90s was the pinnacle VOLUptUOUS COStumeS shocked 

men 9 -7 -T- . • Or. take Teny Richardson’s im- 

I feel a big difference in gen- J yt>US Sensibilities. ages of a man and woman — - 

erations only if it is seven years, ; - dressed in pink no less — enacting (r 

says Simons about his girlfriend . “ ' the Kama Sutra for the shoe de- 

Veronique Branquinho. Punk, which peaked in 1977, has been signer Cesare Paciotti. The emotional separation between 
a constant design influence for Simons. “As a youth style.” he Richardson's models is in sharp contrast to (heir blatantly 


•/tit 



MaxMara 


says, “punk was the strongest ever visually. There were no sexual poses. Going 
limits, no strict codes for being a p unk. You could interpret it question today’s vali 


beyond advertising, Richardson photos 


ur own personal level.” Punk style — once associated A similar argument could be rmute fo r Retnm to 


with anarchy, chaos and futility — is now considered as quaint Modesty: Discovering the Lost Virtue’ ’ by Wendy Shalit,23, 


■ 


as Roaring Twenties flappers, who, in another time, were who advocates that women take control of their - bodies and 
thought to be subversive. find empowerment through abstention from sex. Something as 

Sexual attitudes have also radically changed. Monica Lew- ancient as virginity is not only radical, but is the perfect 
insky’s frank, and almost blasd, discussion of her sexual example of how every thing old is new again ^ 


encounter with President Bill Clinton with Barbara Walters — — — 

lastwedcon ABC’s “20/20” exemplifies just how relaxed her RICHARD BUCKLEY is fashion consultant at Dutch 
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generation is to the subject (She is 25.) It is hard to believe, magazine. 


Givenchy’s Glam Space Odyssey 


Continued from Page 23 


appliquld and trimmed with Mongolian 
lamb swung over lace tops and tiered 
skirts, the ruffled hemlines cascading 
over boots that would typically be in 
turquoise python smothered with roses. 

All tins hippie madness recalled the 


dresses aid where even sfion Oxford scarlet and rank versions with crisp 
laa^up shoes twinkled with rhinestones, capelets in white shirtina cotton. It kthe 

Sgst a aStr er “ Me “ 

gleam and shine. The show opened with Belgian-trained desimera tend to 
plaid — usually associated with clan strike a good balance between the cre- 

^ve and commercial. 

were dr^ed artfimy acrc«s body, qoinho is growing first aSfhS^SIrS 
lapping the throat, fostened with die kilt distinctive modem pieces looked good. 
piM that punctua^tiieshow Here, the peasants were of the Braegel 

For a more subtle touch of obiter vinA- j . 


spirit of Gucci and Mami in Italy, but 
Ungaro made it his own in this colorful 
collection fiat showed his mastery of 
luxurious fabrics and (occasionally) re- 
straint A black satin dress unde- a fringed 
embroidered shawl stole the show. 

Who would have expected that Rei 
Kawaknbo, the unyielding modernist 


glamorous? 

“Transformed glamour” was the spirit 
of the Comme des Garcons shows, where 
sequined rompers glittered under wrap 


pins fiat punctuated the show. 

For a more subtle touch of glitter, 
silver or gilt threads would run through 
the pinstripe or Prince of Wales suiting, 
socks brightly colored, the shoes in eye- 
popping black and white patterns. 

Kawakubo used other glamour sym- 
bols: giant pussy cat bows across the 
breastbone; puffed sleeves; a gilded 
Lurex two-piece, rescued from its usual 
auntie-of-fie-bride context. And if you 
wanted a party frock to see out fie cen- 


kind: sober wool dresses set on & yoke; 
plain Ioden coats cut from a smocked 
shoulder; thick-knit 1» warmers above 
flat cuffed boots. 

The designer’s forte is skirts. Out 
came soft dirndls and Branqu mbp ’s sig- 
nature pleats, caught up at one side wifi 
a strap .That repetitive detail might have 
seemed mitatmg, but it worked as a 
motif of freedom. . 


tnry, there were simple sequined dresses Sl/ZY MENKES /«■ th. r j* 

^ random pamhe, of color or ho, 
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The Return of Hippie Chic - With an Italian Twist 


By Lucie Muir 

M ILAN — Cher's back — not 
only m the charts bot also on 
the catwalk] But she has 
toned down, from 
screaming rock siren to sophisticated 

^ to Milan’s new 

look of hippie chic. 

V 8^ mood, think San Francisco 
«* Power. Las Vegas for glitz, 
and Miami beach for color and skmra- 
iness. Add an exotic cross of cufrun£ 

Tibet, Morocco and Afiica, with eclectic 

fabnes and minimal cuts, and you have 
got it — hippie chic Italian-style. 

Hippie gills yearn for individual hand- 
made clothes rather than the obviously 
machine-manufactured pieces. The aits 
and craft movement is back in style. As a 

result, fabrics are hand-painted and lav- 
ished with sari sequins, colored threads 
a nd d elicate brocades. With one of 
Europe’s strongest artisan industries, if is 
no wonder that Italian designers are lead- 
ing the aesthetic hippie movement. 

For example, the rising star Maurizio 
Pecoraro has his luxurious womenswear 
cut and constructed by a team of crafts- 
women in his native southern Italy. In 
some cases, his hand-embroidered coats 
and dresses can take up to four days to 
construct 

Speaking from his Milan studio, 
" where trinkets and threads from his re- 
cent travels, twinkle oh weak tables, Pec- 
oraro says, “In the 1960s and 1970s, 
Italian designers wore famous for then- 
sartorial talents. With hippie chic, we are 
showing once again our presentation 
skills in all that is handcrafted” 

Great care has been takan in Pec- 
oraro's limited edition, square-cut tops, 
that are handmade with antique Tnrhaw 
brocades. His soft pashmina dresses are 
combed against the grain and appliqufd 
with floral motifs and beads. 

Consuelo Castiglioni, the queen of 
hippie luxe and creator of the Marm 
label, is no newcomer when it comes to 
bringing crafted feminine clothes to die 
fore. As the first Italian designer to bring 
the hippie chic style onto Milan's run- 
ways in 1991. Castiglioni 's clothes re- 
volutionized Italian womenswear by 
mixing exotic fabrics with a folkloric 
style. 

. She designs from the touch of a fabric. 

Jti Cashmere, sable, pony skin and silk are 
her source of inspiration. From her Mi- 
lan studio-com-atelier, fins are stitched 
together by band, and silk is hand- 


painted with native prints. According to 
Castiglioni, there is a new demand for 
color and spontaneity in fashion. 

There is a new optimism,” she says, 
sdcfijig. ‘It’s all about a freedom of being, 
a riddance of precision and of old style 
sophistication. Women want fun, uncoo- 
strutted clothes that are easy to- wear.” 

® rom a hip to Yemen, 
yastighom says hippie chic in the West 
is fhe result of a new desire to travel and 
leammore about other cultures. She puts 
ponchos, san skirts and peasant tops at 
the base of her collections. “The key to 
making these styles look new is by 
renovating them with innovative fabrics, 
colors and prints,” she says. 

For a fresh take on old meets new, 
look no further then Pucci, the Italian 
design label created by Emilio Pucci in 
the 1950s. After its hippie heyday some 



Fendi's baguette bag in pony skin 
with mother of pearl buttons. 

30 years ago, Pucci is looking decidedly 
cool again thanks to the outgoing de- 
signer Stephan Jansen’s input over the 
last two seasons. 

Starting with the faQAvinter 2000 col- 
lection, a new team of in-house design- 
ers, led by the creative director Laudo- 
mta Pucci, will take die Pucci label fur- 
ther forward. According to Pucci, wom- 
en want comfortable clothes with a 
sportswear practicality. “I would like to 
maintain a balance of old style Pucci with 
die new, in sexy proportions,” she said. 

Though the original West coast hippie 
look came slightly later in Italy, Pticci 
remembers how her late father was one 
of the first Italian designers to define it 
Pucci said; “My father took the ro- 
mantic side of the San Francisco hippie 
movement and interpreted it in feminine 


dreamy clothes.” Pucci herself keeps a 
similar optimism. ' ‘Instead of restricting 
women, we can give them something to 
dream about with hippie chic,” she 
said. 

When it comes to dreamy ethereal 
clothes, the designer Alberta Ferretti 
gives a technical edge to natural fabrics 
in her favorite 1970s shapes; trapeze 
skirts, drawstring pants and flouncy 
dresses. Femininity, she says, is key. 

4 ’The new mood that surrounds hippie 
chic today reflects a need for interior and 
external peace, freedom of body and 
thought, the same desires which char- 
acterized the original hippie move- 
ment,” said Ferretti. “Nowadays, wom- 
en want to express themselves freely. 
They don’t want to be burdened with 
imiforms,” she added. 

Ferretti is not alone in thinking that 
hippie chic marks the end of minimalis m 
and die beginning of a new way of dress. 
Along with fellow designers, her pre- 
occupation for hippie chic makes perfect 
sense. In her opinion, a new desire for 
color, freedom and perhaps even re- 
bellion is what attracts Italian designers 
to the new look. 

A color revolution is on at Fendi, 
where hot new shades have been added 
to its new hippiesque womenswear. 
When it comes to designing Fendi's 
accessories collections, Silvia Venmrini 
has a canny knack erf taking vintage 
styles from the Fendi archives and mak- 
ing then look brand-new, just as she has 
with Fendi's best-selling baguette hag. 
As fashion's current “in’* bag, the 
baguette, named for the way it rests 
snugly under the oto, is a hit not just for 
its luxurious fabrics but for its one-off 
whimsical appeal. 

“I thought it would be fun to choose 
decorative ethnic-folk themes as inspir- 
ation for the new baguettes,” said Ven- 
turini of the new luxe versions in pony 
skin with mother of pearl. 

“By adding such gems as pearls, 
Tibetan mirrors, strong, colors, trim- 
mings and threads, I warned to show that 
even an alternative theme like hippie can 
also be a precious one.” 

As the first collections of the new 
millenniu m show, hippie chic marks the 
start of the new. Minimalism may be 
over, but the clear lines, simple shapes 
and good taste it left in its wake will be 
used by designers to elaborate on. Hip- 
pie chic is only the be ginning . 

LUCIE MUIR is a fashion writer based 
in Milan. 


Can Italy Houses Stay Alive? 
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Succession Problems Make Them Targets for Acquisition 


By Daniel Liefgreen 


R 


OME — Dramatic changes are sweeping through 
Italy's predominantly family-owned fashion in- 
dustry. Prominent ambassadors of made- in-Italy 
design — Gioreio Armani is the latest example — 
are wrestling with the dilemma of bow to preserve their vast 
business empires when there are no heirs to cany the baton. 

. . At the same time, there are a slew of other family-run 
fashion firms in which a second generation has already taken 
up the reins but faces formidable financial challenges in 
today's fiercely competitive global fashion market. These 
include houses such as Prada, Fendi, Ferragamo, Etro and 
Zegna. 

Thus, it comes as little surprise that luxury goods con- 
glomerates , such as France’s acquisition-hungry LVMH Moet 
Hennessy Louis Vuitton, are eyeing the Italian fashion mar- 
ket. LVMH, which currently is fighting for control of the 
formerly family-owned Gucci group, reportedly is courting 
ArmanL 

Gucci is resisting the French assault If LVMH were to 
eventually grab both the Cued and Armani labels, it would 
snare Italy’s top two fashion companies ^ — — — ^ I 
in terms of sales turnover. 

Armani, who turns 65 in July, shocked 
the fashion world in early February 
when he disclosed that he is in contact 
with several Italian and foreign groups 
about ‘ 'different farms of collaboration 
that can further increase the potential of 
the company.” 

Carlo Pambianco, who heads a fashion industry research 
firm in Milan, said that Armani has sufficient dimension and 
. the financial resources to remain independent “Armani 
£ doesn’t need to go to the stock market for funds, it doesn’t 
need liquidity. But he has a problem of succession.” 

Armani is not alone. Gianfranco Ferre, for example, owns 
49 percent of the fashion group of the same name. But his 
Bologna business partner owns a stake of the same size and 
reportedly wants to sell out. _ ... 

Pamb'mtco estimates that 33 percent of Italian fashion 
companies are still fust generation. 

“Consolidation is taking place in all business sectors 
telephones, chemicals, electronics, autos and banking, cos- 
metics,’ ’ said Carla Fendi, who is one of the five daughters of 
Edoardo and Adele Fendi, who founded the leather and for 
business in 1925. “It is normal that it occurs also in the fashion 
world, which today is no longer ; amply artisan buti^ustmL 

1 would be worried if the consolidation cfad not happen m the 
fashion industry as well” said Fendi, who is president of its 

b0 ^Con^S^ r die acquisitions made by LVMH, I think that 
France has been more successful than Tofy m forming a luxmy 
goods strategy,” said Fendi.” And tins is due to culture. 
Fmme hStiK cult of fashion and has atom . defat fed. » 
f • fashion industry.” Although more than 20 Fendi famdy 
r^mtersworkut the business, she stressed that the Fendi 
SSTSanagement is flanked by capable nonfemiiy man- 


companies have more resources to get through this - period. 
Size is important, but it is not the vital ingredient We are all 
about products and brand identification. We want to add to 
trademark recognition." 

The family occasionally has talked aboat a stock market 
listing, he sard, but “I don’t think that will happen. Having to 
answer to so many shareholders is a drawback. The family 
business is more of a long-term strategy. We want to keep 
growing gradually. ’ ’ 

LVMH's leading shareholder and chief executive, Bernard 
Arnault, said in a recent Italian newspaper interview that the 
“the family -run company is no longer sufficient” to meet the 
demands of today's global fashion industry. He and others in 
the industry argue that fashion houses need size. Small is no 
longer beautiful, they say. 

Giancarlo Giammetti, Valentino’s long-time business part- 
ner, basically agrees: “In the 1990s, the fashion industry 
changed. You have to do everything from A to Z. You have to 
control everything from the design to selling to clients . . . and 
big capital is necessary.” 

“The problem of a family-run company was that too often 
you only had to think of tomorrow morning. Fashion is about 
egos. Our first goal always was to ask what is so-and-so going 
. to write about the shows instead of think- 
ing of ways to preserve the brand,” 
Giammetti said. 

He and Valentino began discussing 
the “succession” problem in 1996, and 
a year ago sold to the Italian industrial 
holding HdP, which also owns the 
. sportswear maker Fila and the large tex- 
tiles group GFT. ‘ ‘The choice to sell was 
a forward-looking decision,” be said. 

Giammetti said Valentino received several buyout offers 
from companies from France to Hong Kong. But, likening the 
Valentino label to a “jewel” that simply could not fall into 
foreign hands, be said they wanted to remain Italian-owned. 

What has changed for Valentino now that it is part of a large 
industrial holding company? Giammetti, who also sits on the 
HDP board, said Vatebtino’s creativity remains the same. 
“But working for a public company does have an impact 
Budget decisions, board decisions, sometimes all of this 
weighs on flexiblity,” he said. 


It is not a healthy 
environment for any 
company 


A! 


RMANDO Branchini, deputy chairman of the Mi- 
lan luxury goods consulting firm Intercorporate, 
said: ‘ ‘Designers have had to become entrepreneurs, 
.able to manage brands. The skills needed are much 
more vast They became producers of products, retailers and 
licensers. And now with the Asia crisis, they have had to 
become financial managers as well.” 

Santo Versace clearly resents the LVMH assault “LVMH 
really is like a family company,” he said, “because it has one 
dominant shareholder — Mr. AmaulL ' ’ 

Still, he concedes that Italian fashion groups today need 
critical mass to survive. 

The Versace group had decided to go public and float shares 
on die stock market but the plan was put on hold after Gianni 
Versace’s murder in July 1997. 


agers" as welL 


“It is not important if the company is family-owned or a 
.. wnuveau ualazzo on the fringe of central public company. It is important that the company frictions,” 
At a restored 0 f7heEtn> family is now fully said Versace. “The soul of the company is the brand.” 

Milan, a second generaa clothing and accessories The Versace ownership structure is complex. Gianni Ver- 

mvolved in ®anagmg known as Gimmo, in 1968. sace surprisingly left 50 percent of his shareholding to the 

S® started by gto ^ four of children are young daughter of his sister Donatella. That has opened up a 

Gimmo Edo, 59. is son ac series of legal and tax issues that still have to be resolved, 

working there- v *s administrative and finance The stock market listing is not on the cards now, Santo 

Ippoliro Etro is me comply ^ ro j e 0 f blending Versace said. The main challenge faring the Versace business, 
director, to an mten Jv. ’ norls a woo i pinstripe suit, but is he says, is moving forward “without Gianni Versace.” 
fashion and finance-, rrespn college and earned a Santo Versace last fall made a provocative proposal to 


masters degree in economics^ 
said he found balance sheets more 


‘stimulating than the laws 


fashion companies. He 
iy 


creating an Italian fashion 
1 would rival LVMH, “It could be 


that govern life,’ ' . a 0 w hat we wanted the ideal solution for those who have succession problems, for 

“My father always told us that w to ^ from those who do not 


have heirs in their company,” he said. 

iW ' — r’ ’ * _j n warettouse i uita lih#u u^vuwu He added; “We are ending the century and Italian fashion is 

scratch. ‘ ” So he first “SSU in New York- one of the aim beautiful things we have created. How can we 


“My turner here , you have to start tram 

life. But he said, If £*2*^1 ; n 8 warehouse and then opened 
scratch. ‘ ” So he in New York. one or toe most oe 

£nbe company’s whoteale febnc omc^ ^ c perpetuate this?” 

* “Thpm a rlreiUchangmg.FOT a^^ ased ^ ]cs ^ 


nies survived with are being squeezed,” he 

now sales are decreasing for any company. Big 

sakL "It is not a 


DANIEL UEFGREEN is a Rome-based special correspon- 
dent for the International Herald Tribune. 
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World Roundup 


Yankees 5 Manager 
Has Prostate Cancer 

BASBBAJ I, Joe Tone, the man- 
ager of the New York. Yankees, has 
prostate cancer and has left the 
World Series champions to under- 
go treatment, the club said Wed- 
nesday. 

There was ao immediate word on 
how advanced the disease was or 
how long Tore would be away from 
-the team. The Yankees did not say 
who would manage in Torre's place 
or what his treatment would be. 

“I fed fine, and I am looking 
forward to taking care of this prob- 
lem and getting back to weak,” the 
58-year-old manager said. 

Prostate cancer is second only to 

* lung cancer among cancer killers of 
American men, taking about 
'40.000 lives annually. 

Marv Levy, the former coach of 
the Buffalo Bills, underwent sur- 
gery for prostate cancer during the 
1995 National Football League 
'season and, at age 70, was back 
'coaching within a month. 

•_ Torre has a 302-184 record with 
"the Yankees and won two World 
Series championships in his first 
three years as their manager. Last 
"year, Torre led New York to 114 
regular-season victories, an Amer- 
ican League record, and the club 
. swept the San Diego Padres in the 

* Worn Series. (AP) 

Japan and Sooth Korea 
Want More Cup Matches 

soccer Japan and South Korea 
want to add marches to die 2002 
World Cup to increase revenue. 
The joint hosts are to present FIFA, 
die governing body of world soc- 
cer, with a hew format Thursday. 

' Under die proposal, the 32 teams 
would play a total of 76 matches, up 
■ from 64 in France last summer. 

The new format would involve 
replacing ' the second-round and 

- quarterfinal knockout stages with a 
" second phase of group matches. 

• Arsenal scored three times in 
the last three minutes Tuesday to 
beat Sheffield Wednesday. 3-0, and 
rise to second place in the English 
' Premier League. Dennis Bergkamp 
scored twice and Nwankwo Kanu 
scored once as Arsenal closed to 
within four points of Manchester 
United. 

•Sylvain Wihord scored twice 
as Bordeaux won, 3-2, in Nancy on 
. Tuesday to retake first place in the 
French league from Olympique 
Marseille, which drew, 0-0, at 

* Socbaox. (Reuters) 

Contenders Stumble 

tennis Yevgeni Kafelnikov and 
Pal Rafter, two of the four men who 

- entered the Newsweek Champions 
' Cap with a chance of pushing Pete 

Sampras out of the top spot in the 
rankings, lost in second-round 
matches Tuesday. Kafdnikov, the 
. No. 2 seed, fell to Gustavo Kuerten 
of Brazil, 0-6, 7-6 (7-4), 6-3, in 
Indian Wells, California. Rafter, 
seeded No. 5, was upset, 7-6 (7-2), 
3-6, 7-5 by Nicolas Kiefer. 

In a parallel women’s compe- 
tition, the Even Cup, Jana Novotna, 
seeded No. 4, and Steffi Graf, the 
No. 5, advanced to the quarterfi- 
nals. Novotna beat Brie Rippner, 
6-1, 6-4, and Graf eliminated Ai 
Sugiyama. 6-0, 6-1. (AP, Reuters) 
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English Soccer Needs 
A Lesson in DiMaggio 

Fowler and Le Saux Lost Control on Field 


By Rob Hughes 

InJemaiiMal Herald Tribune 


N EW YORK — Do the modem 
superstars possess any idea of 
what makes an athlete an icon? 
New York is a city draped in mournful 
respect for Joe DiMaggio, the New Ycnk 
Yankee who manag ed the near im- 
possible. He had a short-lived marriage to 
Marilyn Monroe yet preserved a cloak of 

Vantaoi Point 

discretion around his private life and his 
personal thoughts about how other men, 
other players, conduct their affairs. 

I wish his example could penetrate the 
egotistical existence of soccer players 
back in my homeland, players such as 
Robbie Fowler of Liverpool and Graeme 
Le Saux of Chelsea, who last week de- 
scended into a public disgrace that 
spanned just about everything from im- 


mmmmrnm 


their lucrative living, into disrepute. 

Le Saux is also a well-known hot- 
head. He tackles impetuously, he over- 
reacts, he revels in being “differ- 
ent’ ’from the drinking classes of which 
Fowler is a well-known member. 

Is he also gay? Shonld we even be 
discussing that? Do we learn nothing 
from the way DiMaggio proved it is 
possible, even desirable, to have a 


They are both England international 
players, both millionaires, both known 
for tbeir skill but alas also for their 
irresponsibility. But what happened in a 
public place, on a soccer field where 
they knew any of 16 television cameras 
was bound to capture their misbehavior, 
was that they lacked the very thing that 

they lra/setf-coo troL fig 11 *® 

Fowler is a sublime goal scorer, a 
gifted young man. He can score with an 
instinc t quicker than men can think and 
make the act look graceful, even artistic. 
Yet even a year lost to injniy, even die 

hinf$5(X000 a weelTwSiJe the doctors 
nursed him back to athletic excellence, 
did not apparently drive some sense, 
some respect, into his brain. 

He came back this season none die 
wiser. Last week, in front of 40,000 

t^HTwiridi he taunted Le Sanx^vertrally 
and with an explicit sexual gesture, 
clutching his buttocks and wiggling bis 
backside at the player who is anEngland 
colleague, but that day was playing for 
Chelsea and was thus, in Fowler's 
simple mind, an opponent. 

The laddish culture of English soccer 
appears to have bred into Fowler die 

• notion that; -if hercan rile an opponent, ' 
any opponent and put him off his game, 
that is a legitimate tactic. So. fueling the 
gossip that Le Saux is gay, die foul 
Fowler tunned his backside and al- 
legedly uttered invitations too lewd to 
repeat in a family newspaper. 

Le Saux complained to me referee and 
die linesman, who ignored his protest- 
ations. So, when Fowler repeated bis 
jibe, Le Saux hit him with an elbow to 
the back of the neck. The officials saw 
this. They cautioned and they lectured 
but they left it at that. 

Television, of course, did not It ana- 
lyzed, through slow motion and com- 
mentary, die motive and the misbeha- 
vior. The English Football Association is 
now, inevitably, deliberating on how to 


private life and to be a public icon? 

“Everybody’s sexuality is their own 
business,” said Brendan Batson, the 
deputy chief executive of the English 
Professional Players Union. “Each 
player has to be accepted for what they 
are, and Le Saux is a married man with a 
baby daughter.’’ 

The statement added nodting useful to 
the debate. The nub of this situation is 
that Le Saux is different. He comes from 
the Channel Islands between En gland 
and Fiance. He reads the Guardian, akft- 
af-cenier quality newspaper, rather than 
one of the tabloids popular with soccer 
play era. He places himself apart with his 
apparently loftier interests. Where Eng- 
lish players conform to an almost military 
homogeneity of trash paper reading and 
laddish drinking, Le Saux is consciously 
different. A more refined man, if you like, 
yet one who struts his “s up e riority .” 

“The Le Saux situation has been going 
on for years,” said a former teammate 


turn there as an arrogance to him that 
made you want to throw one at him.” 

He also was contradictory because, in 
the heat of battle, he would kick out 
petulantly, and sometimes with the in- 
tention, in the soccer vernacular, of let- 
ting a gifted opponent know he was there. 
In plain language, he tries to intimidate. 

The crux of this wretchedly public 
incident is that class difference stiU bugs 
English soccer. Le Saux affects an edu- 
cation. Fowler, the son of an unem- 
ployed Liverpool docker, proud of his 
streetwise background and his lropy pro- 
vactiveness is “one of the lads. ’ 

The English soccer authorities rep- 
resent tiie rule of order and decency in a 
game that hooks its followers mighty 
young. They have here two young bucks, 
players from different sides of the tracks, 
who should have a common interest in 
the game they play — sometimes to- 
gether. They appear to accept the mil- 
bans soccer gives them without accept- 
ing responsibility. 

Before March is out, Fowler and Le 
Sanx are likely to be called into the same 
squad to represent their country, Eng- 
land. in a crucial European Champi- 
onship qualifying game against Poland. 
They will live together, train together, 
line up together if chosen and attempt to 
win together. 

The English Football Association 
must sort out the issue before Kevin 
Keegan, England's new and temporary 
head coach, tackles die two misfits In the 
one dressing room. Whatever is decided, 
it is clear that we axe not dealing with a 
pair of DiMaggios. 

The most precious thing a sportsman 
can be in death as in life is an example to 
his fellow men. Joltin' Joe was that and 
more, and the affection he leaves behind 
should be bottled and sent at once to the 
England locker room at Wembley Sta- 
dium. I’ll volunteer to take it there. 

Rob Hughes is chief sports writer of 
The Times of London. 

■ Parma Wins Despite RonaMo 

Enrico Chiesa and Juan Veron scored 
as Parma survived the return of Ronaldo 
to beat Inter Milan, 2-1, on Tuesday and 
earn a place in the Italian Cup final, 
Reuters reported from Parma, Italy. 

Ronaldo, who had last played on Jan. 
17, showed some fine touches in a 30- 
minute second-half appearance, but he 
could not stop Parma from sealing a 4-1 
aggregate victory. 
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Lasse Kjus racing down the mo untain Wednesday to win the last World Cup men’s downhill of the season. 

Kjus Passes Aamodt in Race for Skiing Title 


Owr^bdbyOarSafFraoDixpeKbes 

SIERRA NEVADA, Spain — Lasse Kjus won the last 
World Cup downhill race of the season Wednesday to edge 
closer to Ins second overall title. 

Kjus added 100 points to his season total, giving him 
1,359 and enabling him to overtake another Norwegian, 
Kjetil Andre Aamodt, in the overall standings. Aamodt 
placed fourth Wednesday, jacking up 50 points for a total of 
1,317 in the four disciplines — downhill, slalom, giant 
slalom and super-G. The three remaining races this week 
will decide das email champion. 

Kjus was already assured of first place in the downhill 
s tanding s. He finished wife 760 points, comfortably ahead 
of Andreas Sdufferer of Austria, who bad 438. 


Kjus’s time Wednesday was 1 minute, 49.73 seconds. He 
was followed by Chad Fleischer of the United States in 
1:49-89, Andun Groenvold of Norway in 1:50.00 and 
Aamodt in 1:50.02. Neither Fleischer nor Groenvold had 
finished in fee top three before. 

Hermann Maier of Austria, the overall champion last 
year, finished tied for ninth and has 1,271 total pennts. 

In women's skiing, Alexandra Meissnhzer, the Austrian 
who wrapped op fee overall World Cup title last week, won 
fee downhill Wednesday font her eighth World Cap victory 
of fee season. The triumph lifted her to second in fee final 
downhill standings wife 468 points, 14 ahead of Michaela 
Dorfineister but still far behind tire winner, RenateGoetschl, 
who finished fee season with 610 points. (AP, AFP) 


A Bicycle Team Claws Its Way Back 


By Samuel Abt 

International ReraidTribune 

V ICHY, France — His star climber 
was led away from fee last Tour 
de France by the police and ac- 
cused of using illegal drugs. His sponsor 
cut his budget by a third and announced 
that it was withdrawing at the end of this 
season. Many of his best riders signed 
wife other teams. 

Why is tins man smiling?. For one 
reason, because tins man is Vincent 
Lavenu, who tends to smile a lot gen- 
erally. And, for another, because he may 
be right when he says that it’s always 
darkest before the dawn. 

As a bicycle racer himself a decade 
ago, Lavenu kept smiling even when his 
results were minimal He loved the sport, 
and when he won his first race at the age 
of 32, when most riders are ready to retire, 
he said his career was just starting. 

It wasn’t, of course. So Lavenu became 
a directeur sportif, putting together low- 
bodged teams wife an emphasis on teach- 
ing young riders. % has a good eye for 
talent, and his enthusiasm and patience 
overrode many flaws in his roster. 

Id one minor race after another, one 
season after another, Lavenu dreamed of 
the big time for himself and his team. In 
the meanwhile, to keep hanging on, he 
found bizarre sponsors — packagers of 
sliced meat, manufacturers of chudrea’s 
cosmetics — and even raised money by 
exhorting members of tire public to send 
contributions and thereby win a chance 
to ride in the team car at some barely 
known race in deepest Brittany. 


Three years ago, bongo! Lavenu 
jumped from a $2 million annual budget, 
peanuts in the sport, to triple that when he 
signed a contract wife the Casino chain of 
supermarkets. In tire bag leagues at last, 
he spent his money carefully, bringing in 
veterans from Italy and Switzerland to 
mix wife Ids young talent In its first 
season. Casino had a good year, winning 
26 times and moving from the 26th team 
ranking to 12th. In its second season, life 
turned fantastic* La veau’s riders won 66 
races last year, became the second- 
ranked team and — what he liked most — 
feared fee victories among more than a 
dozen of his 22 riders. “That’s a team,” 
he said, “not just a star or two.” 

. The drug scandal in fee Tour de 
France changed all that Dismayed by 
the bad publicity surrounding the arrest 
of Rodolfo Massi, the star climber, and 
tire fact that the Casino team is still under 
official investigation, the sponsor cut 
back and tire veterans left. Alberto Bit 
went to Telekom, Jacky Durand to Lotto, 
Bo Hamburger to Cantina Tollo, Rolf 
Jaennann to Post Swiss, Pascal Richard 
to Mobil vetta and Massi to Liquigas. 

Back at square one, fee 42-year-old 
Lavenu signed only four replacements 
— three of them untested riders — cut 
his roster to 16 men, began to search for 
a new sponsor and kept smiling. 

“Yon see, I have something to smile 
about,” he said at the start of tire 
weddong Paris-Nice race on Sunday. 
Already this season, which began last 
month, his riders had scored six vic- 
tories. “Small victories, yes,” he ad- 
mitted. “Thebig races are still ahead, but 


we’re off on fee right foot. That makes it 
easier to talk to a prospective sponsor.” 

IBs biggest talking point was his star 
recruit oflastyear, Alexandre Vmokoor- 
ov, a 25-year-old Kazakh whom Lavenu 
discovered at tire end of tire 1997 season. 
In his first year as a pro, Vmokcrarov 


In February, he won fee Tour of Valen- 
tiaiu Spain. “Adiamond,” Lavenu said 
of tire nder. “And ambitious.’' 

Although Vmdkoraov started Paris-. 
Nice among a handful of favorites, he 
crafeed near tire end of tire, second stage, . 
an Monday, and could not start Tuesday. 
“A broken collarbone,” Lavenu report- 
ed feat morning. “He’ll be out three 
weeks to a month. That’s areal setback; 
for him and for us.” 

Lavenu locked glum, then brightened.. 
“Life goes on,” he decided. “We have 
other riders who will be heard from. This 
is a team, not just one man.” ; 

Six boms later, the pack arrived to- 
gether in Nevers, rode two circuits of the 
city and then tore toward tire finish line in* * 
amass sprint The first man across was 
Jann Kjnnpuu, an Estonian wife Casino,' 
and fee secondman was StephaireBaifee, 
a Frenchman wife Casino. Lavenu’s men 
hadpulkd off a Tare double. 

Then, on Wednesday, tire winner in 
Vichy, after a long breakaway, was 
Laurent Roux, aFrenchman wife — who 
else? — Casino. Two other Casino riders 
also finished in the top 10. 

Both days, when he crossed fee finish 
line in his team car, Lavenu was wearing 
an ear- to-ear grin. 
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SPORTS 


On a Slippery Surface 

Phoenix Victory k 8th Straight Over Dallas 
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■ The Associated Press 

The Phoenix Suns didn't let a victory 
u slip away. 

* , Afte r a 70 -irrin ote delay because of a 
sl^jpeiy substance on the court at Re- 

. muon Arena, the Suns got thdr eighth 
consecutive victory over the Mavericks 
and their 25th In 27 games against Dal- 
las. 103-91. ML Tuesday nigh t 

* ‘It lo cgced like we were playing moor 

socks at first, but once the guy s got it out 

J NBARoowduf : 

| of their heads, they went ahead and 
| played and didn’t think about it much,” 

I the Phoenix coach, Danny AInge, said, 
b Dallas officials were baffled about 
£ bow the substance got on the floor 
h Coach Don Nelson said: “1 heard there 
i£ w ere go-cars .on the floor .and they 
s spilled some residue. We araTt sure. 

5 The floor was just barely playable. In the 

6 first . half,, it was not -a normal NBA 
| game.” 

* The game was able to continue after 
£ the arena’s maintenance crew manam^ 

wto get die substance cleaned up, restoring 
^nonnal fraction to the playin g surface. 

George McClood, Tom Gogliotta, 
Jason Kidd, Danny Manning and Luc 
Longley all scored in double figures for 
die Suns. McCloud led the team with 17 
points. 



1 ®*» ch h mh m Shaqmlle 
CrNeal had 3 i points and 12 rebounds, 
and Dennis Rodman had a season-high 
20 rebounds as die visiting Lakers ex- 
: tended, the Clippers’ losing streak to 16 
games, one shy of the league record for 
losses at the start of a season. 

The Clippers, who also lost 16 gaoaes 
at the begmmng of the 1994-95 season, 
can tie the record set by Miami in 1988- 
89. The Takers are 7-0 with KuitRambia 
as head coach and Rodman as one of his 
players'. 

“I think we ptayed oar best game,” 
said Lorenzen Wright of the Clippers, 
who had 1 1 points and' 10 rebounds 
before fouling out with 5:46 left. “If we 
continue to play like this every nigh*, 
there's no way we’re going to continue 
tdlose!” 

. Hoowts. 109, Coftics 87 J.R. Reid led 
seven Charlotte players in double fig- 
ures with 26 points, and the host Hornets 
made a winner of their new coach, Paul 
Silas. 

Silas, appointed the team’s interim 
coach following die resignation of Dave 
Cowens on Sunday, was making Ms first 
appearance as an NBA head coach in 
nearly 16 years. His Charlotte debut 
came against the team with which he 
spent much of his laying career, help- 
ing the Celtics to NBA titles in' 1974 and 
1976.. 





GmtBcfi^Afalccfi^w-Ptaw 

Karl Malone of the Jazz going after the ball in the first half against the 
Cavaliers. Malone scored 21 points as Utah defeated Cleveland, 88-75. 


Buc*sS7,Knicfc» as Deli Carry hit a 3- 
pointer with 3.4 seconds left as Mil- 
waukee won in New York. 

LatreQ SpreweU, the Knicks’ star 
guard, left Curry wide open for the 
game- winner and missed an open jump- 
er at the buzzer that would have won it 
for New York. 

TraflniMMU 103,IGngw9e Isaiah Rider 
scored 21 points and Brian Grant had 19 
poults and 11 rebounds as Portland beat 
Sacramento for its eighth straight victory. 
The Blazers improved to 9-0 at home. 

Jazz as, Cmrafiars 75 Karl Malone 
scored 21 points and Adam Keefe added 
13 for Utah as die Jazz won their eighth 
of nine home games this season. 

H mh— wot— » 85, SupoeSonico 84 

Kevin Garnett won the game for Min- 
nesota with a one-handed dunk with 1 83 


seconds left, handing visiting Seattle its 
fourth straight loss. 

Bulls 103, N««s 87 Toni Kokoc scored 
28 points and Ron Harper missed just 
one shot in the first half on his way to a 
season-high 25 points. All five Chicago 
starters finished in double figures in the 
Bulls’ first 100-point game of the sea- 
son. The Nets fell for the ninth time in 10 
games and are 1-8 on the road. 

Rockets 84, Nusoats 74 In Houston, 
the Rockets beat Denver for the eighth 
straight time. Hakeem Olajuwon had 20 
points and Scottie Pippen scored 10 of 
his 17 in the fourth quarter. 

Warriors 92, Ri iritis 1 82 DonyeQ Mar- 
shall scored 20 points and Erick Dampi- 
er and Bimbo Coles had 17 apiece as 
Golden State won its sixth straight home 
game. 


Endangered Coyotes 
Ripped by Sharks, 4-2 


The Associated Press 

The Phoenix Coyotes continued their 
late-season swoon, losing for foe 10th 
time in 12 games. 

The Coyotes got only 15 shots on goal 
as they lost, 4-2, in San Jose on Tuesday 
night. 

Bryan Marchment, Owen Nolan and 
Mike Ricci scored third-period goals to 

NHL Rod NDcrp 

give the Sharks the victory that kept 
them two points ahead of Calgary in the 
race for the eighth and final Western 
Conference playoff spot 

The Coyotes, who have lost four 
straight road games, remained fourth in 
the conference, three points ahead of 
Anaheim. 

M mdwn 2 , Ftyarc 2 Philadelphia is 
also slipping. The Flyers' winless streak 
was stretched to eight by the host Is- 
landers. It was the Flyers’ third con- 
secutive draw. 

The Flyers remained fourth in the East- 
ern Conference, three points better than 
another struggling team, the Penguins. 

omtOs 3 , PMignos 2 In Pittsburgh, foe 
Penguins, who have won only twice in 1 1 
games since their 10-game winning 
streak was snapped, lost to New Jersey. 
Part of Pittsburgh’s problem has been 
injuries to some of its top players, in- 
cluding foe goalie Tom B arras so and foe 
defensemen Kevin Hatcher and Darius 
Kasparaitis. 


Petr Sykora scored one goal and set up v 
another as New Jersey scored three times 
late in foe first period. Martin Brodeur~. 
won his 30th game, becoming foe sixth ; 
goalie in NHL history to post four con- 
secutive 30-victory seasons. 

Brains 2, PsuithorsO Ray Bourque had ! 
a goal and an assist, and Byron Dafoe ; 
made 19 saves for his seventh shutout of ; 
foe season and foe I4lh of his career as ! 
Boston beat visiting Florida. ; 

AvabndM 3, Capita hi 2 Sandis Ozo- j 
linsh scored just ] 9 seconds into overtime 
as Colorado won for foe second straight \ 
Hme without three of its top stars. 

Chris Drury and Adam Deadmarsh ! 
scored in foe second period as foe Ava- J 
Ianche improved to 3-1 on their current > 
road trip, even though their lineup was ! 
missing foe goalie Patrick Roy, foe cen- j 
ter Peter Forsberg and foe winger The- : 
oren Fleury. ! 

Mapi* Loaf* 6, Lightning 1 1n Toronto, ; 
Sergei Berezin made his 200th NHL > 
game memorable with two goals, and ! 
Curtis Joseph stopped 39 shots in foe j 
Maple Leafs’ victory over Tampa Bay. ■ 
Flames 7, Blues 4 Rene Corbet scored ; 
twice and had an assist as Calgary over- j 
came a two-goal deficit to win in SL ■ 
Louis. 1 

Kings 4, (ted wings 2 Ian Lapeniere ; 
broke a 2-2 tie in the second period, ! 
leading Los Angeles over visiting Detroit. J 
Detroit’s Igor Larionov tied foe score* 
with two goals in a seven-minute span ! 
before Lapeniere scored the tiebreaker. | 


Scoreboard 


BASKETBALL 


NBAStammmos 
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GB 

Orlando 

14 

5 

J37 

_ 

Miami -. 

13 

5 

372 

V. 

New York 

10 

8 

.556 

m 

PMtadeipiila 

10 

8 

-556 

31A 

Boston 

7 


,438 

SW 

Washington 

7 

10 

402 

6 

New Jersey 

3 

14 

• .176 

10 

csmuL DIVISION 


Indtana 

12 

5 

J06 

__ 

Mtenukee 

11 

5 

. JM 

M 

DM 

11 

7 

jm 

1M 

Altaahi 

9 

.8 

529 

3 

Cleveland 

7 

9 

.438 

414 

^Toronto 

6 - 

. 10 

375 

515 

Charlotte 

5 

n 

313 

M 

CMcoga 

5 

13 

373 

716 
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GB 

Utah 

14 

4 

378 



Minnesota 

12 

6 

667 

2 

Houston 

11 

8 

379 

3V4 

Son Antonio 

10 

8 

.156 

4 

Dallas 

6 

U 

300 

9 

Denver 

5 

M 

363 

916 

Vancouver 

4 

15 

311 

1 M 

MenCDMOON 


Foritond 

15 

3 

333 

— 

la. Loken 

14 

6 

300 

2 

PhaeoiK 

10 

8 

556 

5 

Seattle 

9 

8 

329 

5V4 

Sauueiwte 

9 

. 10 

JOS 

6H 

Golden State- 

ft 

lft , 

-.*444.-A-2te 

L_A. Clppera 

0 

16 

J000 

14, 


Rebounds: Denver 54 (Fortnoa 21). Houston march is Durham ,iua 

47 (Barkley 13). Assists Denver 12 (Van Bari Tulane C8 vs.StJaseirttePa.(ll) 
6). Houston 34 (Mobley, Pippen 7 ). Holy Crass (14) vs. Duke (3) 

NewJenoy 28 21 M 14- tr skond round 

Chicago 27 2$ 38 18-103 TWO DMBUBBR MUCH SITE 

N_L WMnrns 1 0-16 3423, V« Horn 5-10 M U MUL MWima w O 

7-8 ITS C KllfcDC 7-16 13-20 2ft Harper 11-17 MARCH »«*> 22 iiallBataaOB 

1-2 25. BNMMWb New Jersey 52 (WHkm MBUUTUMotUL 

72), Chicago 54 (Simpkins 8). Assists: Mew fust ROUND 

Jtacr 16 (Mwriodc 7), Chicago 24 (Bony march 12 Msroms.com 

43- StFnmcKPanffl vs-Comedtart 


MARCH 20 AID 22 M ORBENMOIIO, HXL 


Jtaw to (Miuriodc 7), CHcago 24 (Bony mauch 12 H stores, conn. 

SL Francis. Pa CIS) V8.ComecBcirtO) 
Pteertz 28 31 21 37—103 Xnviw (B vs. Florida International (V) 

Mas 27 20 - 22 22- 91 MARCH 12 MAKES, lam 

PrftobtaEoad-toMI&MaaoudT-ITO-ft Oregon C57 vs. Ondnaaf OZJ 
0: Finley 10-17 1-4 Zb Nash 6-15 1-3 14 Santa Clara (l 3) v*. Iowa State (4) 
Waftaf 7-9 1-31517) Itetoosfc! Phoentt5D march umobrockc. 

(Manning B), Dotai 47 (Bradtey 14). Aretete: IKoob(7)v». L ootsvtae (10) 
Phoertx2S(KkM 3. Delias ZSfftakrlZ). Florida ABM (15) vs. damson O) 
dm u nt 13 21 31 28- 75 HARCH13 M AT7fflJ*S, OA. 

lit* .21 25 28 32-88 Toledo ft) Southern MeBwfld (II) 

C: Kenp 3-11 10-11 16, Feny 48 1-T lft Uberty (14) Georgia G) 

Pareon 3-7 3-3 1ft U: MntnH 6-12 9-15 21, WOOMD round 

Kade S4 5-6 15. MUNdi: Owtaod 37 ' iso wore udhb each arc 

. (Kcmptt,litah52aMeftag,KMfeMataM RsamuLHiBauuMDrau 
W-Antetea w w I andK OCnlgWft Utah22 march so and ztMCSKtNiMn 
{EMer. Melon* O. HMBTMMR 

IbU I I M R 30 25 IS I*— 98 rawr ROUND 

PNdUMl 39 18 31 3S— IW MARCH niNCHAm. HU. RjC. 


BASEBALL 


ExHiBmoM Baseball 

TUESDAY RESULTS 
Kansas C»r 5, Cleveland 3 
Toronto 6 Minnesota 4 
Tampa Bar 3 DotroB 5 
Montreal L Boston & 10 innings 
Baltimore & SL Loots 5 
New Ytartc^ Yankees & Houston 4 
New Yoffc Mete (so) 9, ABcnto 3 
PtinadetpMo 11, Pittsburgh 2 
Los Angete (as) 5, FJwWo 3 
Los Anodes Mil. New Ywt Meb (os) 4 
San Dtego 7, Oakland 6 

Arizona S, Ana twin) 4 
Seats* A San Frandsco 2 
□dcogo Wide Sax Css) A Colorado to) 0 
Outage Cubs 13. Chicago White Sax (ss) 2 
Cotorodo (ss) 1 ZMBwouIu» 7 
Ondnnanz Texas 1 


ICE HOCKEY 


NHL Standwos 


mar round 
MARCH 12 M CHAVEL HU. RjC. 


Ss Funderiwriie744p61& Dwoc*-ll 3-8 /Uabama (5) n. GrontoBng (ID 


WBtatUliMi „—VmniMrJS (Psk> W. C 

ij 2 CDmroterlW.AreWKViroa 

M: RoWnm 12-171-1 27, Bl«rioii7-lSa- State 32 (Oe£l U 

217fN.Yii—Jolinson3133-S19,Spre«erf7- ® “ S _1 S 

17 7-2 17 iMrerie MBnuljlf 52 u '- a P n “ “ ■* — ” 

(E-Msaon 7L New YWc 49 (LJohnww Lota*0M«ril0.2011-163LBwwr4.73 


4 ' 1* Psttter MD 34 2L Grate 6-14 341ft Hortbeadnm (T33 vs. North Garotaa (4) 

04 Sabaals Ml 34 1*. RUmnds: Saonraento march Mmpscxtaumxrj. 

64 (DKoc 16). Portland 51 (Giant 11). Artaiaa W w-RoridodD 
AssKtse Sauimanlo 21 (Webber, Maxwel Damoath (14) w. Rtrigere Q) 

S). Portland 7A (Stoodaroiro 7). march is wrest lafavette. mil 

VauteuM 27 14 21 19— 82 MartpieHe (8) w. Kansas W) 

4 Min Stats 25 U 28 25- 92 Oral Roberts (16) re. Pontoon) 

I V: AbdwAahtoi 13-31 7-lD3i Partis 3-10 _ march is m uunapoc Texas - 

‘ OsaSAxl&fct foW%rtftraroOna SL 0B 

. . -15.3-6 17. Cotas 3-11-14 17JM»ODriK -SteohenF- Audfln 05) «*- Texas TodiCU -- 

• -'-VlgBcMlwtriS (P»)b 12). Gdim State 65 uoowkmmd 

“5 (Dairolcrl8).Aatek:VmcDO«w20(Btobr two dawujohiw each amE 


Oroire7). MARCH IS WREST LAFAYETTE, on. 

37 14 32 19- 82 UmiaSto 00 rs. Kansas 09 
25 M 28 25—92 Oral Roberts 06) vs. Ponton (1) 


- acoom round 

TWO DAYS ua» WGACHSnE 

■S O IOHAI - SB O S H MIR lK A MU f MUU 

MARCH 20 AMD »M NORMAL, ML 


Tboaias7)-tasista:MhMwkMZl (Brondoa 10l<kJonosA-10MlfcCBppere:Tartor9-l4 


5), New Ybrtcl8 (Hoastoa 5). 

Beaten 19 « 20 M- 87 


A-7 24, ttasbr 5-10 39 1& Malta 5445 16 


MARCH 12 W ROSTON, LA. 
Pron State 00 vs. Vkgtata B) 


ChartaOo 28 » 27 32-105 0|>pais46 (Wrfgtt 10). Aoteta: LaMa 13 

ftWBBw 13245932, M*Rzr7-lBM16r (fc Tm d3 l CS|i|>erel5 Otogere®. 


ReboondB .Los AngeJes 65 CRoTOnan 2«. Ctatfnd Hortda D4) «. LaoMana Tech (1) 
C^pere45 (WriffW 1QL Aodsta: LaMa 13 march 13 fK FORT OotUMS. COLO. 


k(p ReU 9-17 310 76. Recasner 6-7 04 VS. 

UMMonds; Boston 49 (WateerSLOnricdto 52 

OWd 12). Assists: Boston 20 (Bantt, 
Andcaoa 6), awTtatta26 (MtaotayT). 

Seattle 25 19 28 28- « 

Mlnneseto 25 19 22 19-81 

& Sdlicrepf 3936 13 Bfc5-ll 0414-M: 
Garnett 11-21 0-0 22. Mahary 315 2-2 1Z 


Women’s ICC AA. 
Tournament Schedule 


MARCH tZH NORFOLK. WL 


: SeaHto 51 (Owens 93, Minnesota CT_«.Mflta»(M) 


55 (Gamett 16). Assltts: Seattle 25 (Payton 
lfl), Minnesota 26 (Matwy 9). 

Denver 17 24 U 21— 75 

Hoastoa 34 28 19 21-84 

De MdTyeu 7-209-1021 Fortson4-127-13 
IS H: Otatowon 31835 23 Plpp«l 7-13 1-1 
17. 


Tnbooboc Tech 05) VS. CM Dorotafcfl CD 
MARCH tSMKNQmJATElN. 
Boston COflege (81 w-OMo Stale (9) 
Appo ta chta n State 048 vs. Tennessee Cl) 
MARCH W N BLACKMKmO, WL 
St Pdai 03) w. YhflWta T*di M) 
Aubom (5) ml Tams (12) 


SW Missouri St (7) vs. UC $. Baton 0 O 
OA State Northridp* OS w. Cotawto SL (2) 
march-13 krktoh nauas, la. 

Notre Dane (5) ». SL Mays. CaK (12) 
E*ann8te (13) wl Louisiana St 0) 

MARCH 13 INLOS AHOELES 
Kentucky (6) vs. Kebiasia (11) 
Wtadonala-Green Bay (14) n. UCLA C3) 
sncom round 

TWO DATS LATER M EACH SITE 


MARCH 30 AND a M LOS AHOELEB 


MARCH 21 AND » M OAH J08E. CALK 


ATLANTIC nVMION 

W L T Pts GF 
NewJereay 36 21 fi 80 194 

PhitodelpblD 30 19 16 76 194 

PflMwtgh 32 22 9 73 196 

N-Y. Rangers 28 28 8 £4 181 

N.Y. tskndea 19 38 9 47 154 

NOHnCAST nVISKHI 

W L T Ms GF 

Ottawa 37 18 8 . 82 191 

Toronto 36 34-5^, 19.309. 

Brffeto . . 29. 22 )3. 71 170. . 

Badon * : ‘28 26 10 65 165 

Montreal 25 31 9 59 LB 

• SOUTHEAST DW1SUN 

W L T Pts GF 
Onoflna 29 23 13 71 168 

Florida 23 24 17 53 155 

Wa s hing ton 27 32 5 59 159 

Tampa Bay ’15 44 5 35 137 

mnuD comuia 

CENTRAL HVmOM 

W L T Pts GF 
Detrott 32 27 6 70 193 

St. Louis » 27 10 62 177 

NcstwHe 22 36 6 50 151 

Chksga 18 37 9 45 142 

NORTHWEST DtVBKJN 

W L T Pts GF 
Colorado 33 24 8 74 180 

Edmonton 25 29 10 60 178 

Calgary 24 30 10 58 172 

Vancouver 19 35 10 48 154 

McncnvmoH 

W L T Pts GF 
Dallas 40 12 10 90 181 

Phoenix 31 23 10 72 159 

Anaheim . 30 25 9 69 172 
SanJase 23 28 14 60 145 

Las Angeles 24 36 5 S3 149 


TUESDAY UUttUS 

Florida ■ 0 0-0 

Boston 0 1 1—2 

Rrst Period: None. Second Period: B- 

Boutqiie 7 IKMsfidb AffisooJ (ppl. THnf 

Period: B-A0ison 19 (KhrisBclv Bourque] 
Shots on goat F- 5-68-19. B- 16-14-11-41. 
GoaBes: F-Bnrtw. B-Dotoe. 

Colorado 0 2 0 1-8 

Washington 10 18-2 

First Period: W-Nikoltshin 6 IMUlec Klee). 
Second Ported: C- Drury is (Donovan, 
Lereleux) (pp). a C-Oeodmoish 20 (Hetdek) 
Third Period: W-Phronko & Owdtae & C- 
Qrotinsh 3 CKomensky, Millet). Shals en goal: 
C- 44-7-1-20. W- 6-14-1 7-0-37. Gotetefc C- 
BHngton. W-Kotzig. 

Tempo Boy 0 1 0—1 

Toronto 4 2 0-6 

First Petted: Toronto- Bohonos 2 (Sundn 

Volk). 2. Toronkv-Domi 7 (Sundin) 3. 
Torenda-Bererin 25, A Toronto-Bererin 26 
(Korolev, Markov) Second Period: Toronto- 
Sundin 24 (DoaA Vushkmic/i) & Taronto 
iotmson 20 {Sulfiuav Beranl) 7. Tampa Bay- 
Petnwtcky 1 (Boneignon CuIRmore) Third 
Period: None. Sltols on goat Tampa Bay- Id- 
11 -13—40. Toronto 18-14-9—41. GoaBes: 
Tampa Bcy-Renford, Schwab. Toronto 
JOMtolL 

PldtadetpHo 110 0-2 

N.Y. Islanders 110 0-1 

Hrst Period: P-Tertyshny 2 [Renbctg. 
Langkow) (pp). 1 New York. Partly 16 
(Lawrence. Ha dock) Second Period: P- 
Langksw 13 (Zelepukin, McGflSs) (pp). 4 
New York, Lawrence 11 (Janssorv Patffy) 
(ppl.Tldrd Period: Nam. Oreriiaw: None. 
Sbote on go* P- s-19-83^-35. New York 5- 
, 10-5-2—22. GocBeK P-Vanhlesbroudk. Now-- 
YodtSalo. . . , . r • 

NeteJonay" 3 0 8-0 

POtslmgh 1 I 0-2 

First Period: P-Jogr30 (Urog, Kovaknr) Z 
NJ. -Morrison iai NJ. -Sykora 23 (Anwtt, 
Dean) 4 N_LrAmott 20 ISykoca. EBas) 
Second Period: P-Jagr 31 (Kovalev. 
Warenka) TWid Ported: Nano. Shots aa goat: 
NJ.- 10-11-2-23. P- 6-9-8—23. GoMit 
NJ.-Bracteur. P-Skudm. 

Ctegary 115-7 

SL Loots 3 1 0-4 

Rnt Period: S.L-Prtmger 10 (Mod rads) 
(pp). 2, C-Housiey 8 (IgtahLSniman) (pp).a 
S-Lr. PeOerin 15 (Turgeoiv DemRro) A SJ_- 
Rtvers % Seaiad Period: C-Cofbd 9 Oflinla) 
6. Sul.-. Madnote 19 (Campbell, DeroBra) 
(PP).Thbd Period: C-lginta 24 (Cortielt.aC- 
, Corbet 10, 9, C-Nozorew 7 (StQlmaa Bure) 
la C-Dabimfcy4 (Word, Wlm) 11. C-Bore 16 
(Nazarov, StNman) Shots oa goal: C- B-13- 
13—34 fuLs 14-72-7 — 32. Gecffles: C- 
BrathwaBe, WreggeL S.L-Carey, 
McLennan. 

Detroit 1 1 8-2 

LM Angeles 2 1 1-4 

Rnt Period: L^.-Biak 0 a Z UA.-> Bodger 
2 (CourinoB, Lapeniere) 3, D-Untonov 12 
(Lapofaito Kaztov) Second Period: D- 


Larioaov 13 aJdsbont. Kaztov) (sh). & LA.- 
Laperriere 8 (Murray, RobdoBe) Third 
Ported: LA.-Courtnall 1 (en). Shots oa goal: 
D- 14-13-13-40. L-A_- 9-12-3—24. GooSes: 
D-CBgood. LA.-H6et 

Ptnwids 0 1 1-2 

San Jam 0 1 3-4 

Rrst Potted: None. Second Ported: SJ.- 
Maleau 16 OCoretyofc. Ricd) Z P-Nummlnen 
9 (Drake. Raerack) (pp)- Third Period: 5 J^- 
Maretment 2 (F fteen, GooOo) 4, SJ^Nelan 
13 (Marteou. Kandyuk) (pp). &P-, Isbiderd, 
6>SJ.48cri IT (AAaiteou) [en). Shots aa goat: 
P- 3-5-7—15- 5-J.r 8-7-15 — 30. Gaofies: P- 
KhaHxtflR. S J.-5hMdS. 


CYCLING 


PABIS-Nice 

Lead in g placing* Tuacday aos-faro. [113- 
ntert 2d otogo tram Sens to Norarm. 

1. Joan KireipuiL Estonkt Casino 5 hoots 45 
minutes 23 soands 

1 Stephana Barites Fr« Carina, same time 
1 Honk Vogeto Australia Credit Agitata oL 
4. Robbie McE wen, AastroSa.Robobonk.il. 
a AiKhe(HavptiiWL Slovenia COk8rola.il 

6. Jo PtonduerL Bdegtoob Lotto, tl 

7. Stuart O'Grady, Auun Credit Agifcotek il 
& Rfiif Sorensen, Dererenk. Rabobank. s.t. 

9- Sotoatore Cororoessa Italy, Soeca, si 
10. Frederic Foot, Fr„ Credit Agricote si 

r-reiMlt- l.tyGrady 10 hows 38 rain tries 00 
secondsrZ Andrei CtenH Beig lam. Lotto at4 
sec 3. Sorensen 21 seconds 4. Marc Waut- 
eat Betgtoro, Rabobank 2& a Axel Merdob 
Beigtom. Mtrod 29: 6. Moorten den Bakhec 
Mdherlands. RobatxinlL32;-7_Ertk DekfKb 
Netherlands Rabobank, el; L Mldrod Boo- 
gerd. Ndhe ri ands. Rabobank 3ft 9. Matters 
Zberg, Stertzerkmd Rabobank 44 ta Lean 
von Bon Netherlands. Rabobank 14)9 


TENNIS 


TUESDAY H WDtMi WELLS, CALF. 
THIRD ROUND 

Jana Novotna (4), Czech RepuMc deL Brte 
Rlppnec(USJ6-l,6-4. 

Steffi Graf (5). Gummy, del A1 Sugfymna 
(Japan) 6-ft 6-1. 

Mary Pierce (6), Fiance, dot Rita Gmnde, 
Italy. 6-1, 6-a 

Serena Wffiams. UJL, def. Cara Black. Zi- 
mbabwe. 60, 7-i 


Justin GkneistDb, Ui. del Nicolas Es- 
OKto Franco, 24, 6-1. 6-1. 

Scott Ongrec AastraBa def. Vincent 
Spadea US, 7-6 [7-51,6-4. 

UsytoCHewBL Austraha def. Mark Wood- 
fonto Austndb 44 6-1 6-4. 

Fernando Mefigua Braz& def. Sebastlen 
Loreao, Canada 7-5. 6-2. 

JaRAUdtael GambB. Ui, del JW Novak, 
Czech Republic 6-2 7-4 (7-3). 

Chris WooifcvfLUX, def. Dp rad Voce*. 
Czech Repobflc 7-44-4. 7-5- 

Thn Henmai (7), BrtMta dot Hicham 
Arazl Morocn 6A 6-3. 

Jim Courier, Ui, def. Fernando Vicente 
Spain, 7-4 (7-5), 64. 

BECOM3 ROUND 

Gustave Kuertmv Brazil deL Yevgeny 
Kalebdcov CZ). Roma 84 7-6 a-4). 6-3. 

Nicolas Ktefec Garmony. del PaMck 
Rafter (5), AustraSa 7-6 (7-2), 3-6 7-5. 

Sjeng Sdulken, Ndheriands. def. Thomas 
Johansson (16), Sweden. 6-a 6J. 

DOUBLES 

RRSTROIIW 

EUte Fenekn, Scuta Africa and Rick 
Leads UJL (5L del Calai Moya, Spate and 

Marat Softs Russia, 6-3. 64. 

Chris Honored, South Africa and Peter 
TramacchL Austndte deL Rkhey Reneherg, 
U5. and Jonathan Stork. US. 6-4, 7-6 (7-1). 

Wayne Ferreira and Kevin UDyett 5outti 
Africa, dtf. Tomas Carbone! Spate and Don 
Johnson, 64, 7-6 (7-1). 

FranctKoRoig and Javier Saxhez. Spate 
del. Alex Conrifa ond Albert Coskv Spate 6- 
4,7-S. 


SOCCER 


■MWKUUIIUAM 

Areenol 1 Sheffield Wednesday 0 
raunHNmMonchesterUnHad57,Arsen- 
al 53. Cheisaa 53L Leeds 4& Aston VOa 44. 
Wimbledon 40, West Ham 4a Liverpool 39. 
Derby 3G Tottenham 36, Sheffield Wednes- 
day 3& Newcastle 35, AMddtasbrough 33, 
Leicester 31 Caventiy 30. Everion 2a 
Chariton 27, Blackburn 24, Southampton 76. 
Nafftngham Forest 17. 


TUESDAY M WDIAN W8UA CAUF. 
SINGLES 
RRST ROUNO 

Todd Marita (11). US. del Todd Wood- 
bridge, Australia, 64 34,6-2 
Km! Kucera (12), Slovakia, deL Byron 
8 lock. Zimbabwe 6-4 3-6. 64. 

Goran Ivrerismric (14), Qrertto deL Afeerto 
BenoateguL Spate 3-6. 6-a 64. 


NreicyZ Bordeaux 3 
Sochaux a Otymplque Marseille 0 
wTADDMioaeBonleoire 56 Marseille 55. Ly- 
on 46 Monaco 41, Rennes 4a Nantes 39, 
Lens 35, MontpeEer 3X Auncre 31. Bastta 
31. Metz 29, Parts S-G 2a Strasbourg 25, 
Toulouse 2& Nreicy M Lorient 24. Le Havre 
22, Sechmn 19. 


R-W Oberhausen 1, Bayern Munich 3 

ITALIAN (W 


AC Roma X Irrtomazianala of Milan 1 


ALPINE SKIING 


Would Cup Finals ; 

HUM'S DOWNHILL 

WEDNESDAY M SIERRA NEVADA. St* AN 

1. Law, K|us, Norway, 1 minute <9X1 , 
seamds- 

2 . Chad Fleischer. United States. 1-4989. 

3. Aodun Groenvaia Norway. ldMLDD. 

4. Kjeffl Andre AamodL Norway. l^OJK- 

5. Hans Knauss, Austria 1J& 10. 

6. Andreas SdrifllHer, Austria. 1J043. 

7. Kenneth Shertsea Norway. 1J044. 
a Stephen Ebertwrtw. Austria, l J045. 

9. Luca Cattanea Itafy, 1 l50-51 . 

(tted) Hermann Mates. Austria 15051 . 
DOWNHtU-i 1. Kjos. 740 points; 2. Sdiff- * 
femr. 43& 3. Werner Franz, Austria 427: C ’ 
KnousE,399:5.AamodL397,-6. Mater. 36ft 7. . 
Ebarhaifet 339; O Kristian Ghedliia IMy. . 
2SW 9. Homes TrinkL Austria 27« lO Fritz < 
Strabk Austria 231. 

OVERALL: 1. Kjos. 1 JSft 2 Aamodt, U17S 1 
3. Mates 1.271; 4. Ebertnrier. 1JJ09; 5. 
Knaues,851;6.Sdirtferer,82l;7.Franz61ftB. , 
Mkhoei Von Gnrenlgea S wltzerl o wt 605: 9. , 
Christen Mayes Austria 597; 10. Benjamta . 
Raich, Austria 546. 

womn DOWNHILL 
WEDNESDAY M NBWA NEVADA, SPAM 
1. Alexandra Metesnitzer (Austria) 1 minute . 
54. 16 seconds 

ZlngeborgHetonMreken (Norway) 15447 > 

3. Melanie Turgeon (Canada) 1 5470 1 

4. RemleGoetsehl (Austria) 1 5497 
5- Florence Mnsnoda [France) I S5JJ0 

6. MtehaNa Dortmetekr (Austria) 1 55 j 01 
-7. NtegairGerety (USJ 1 S5 j6& , 

aH9deGe«g(Gennreiy] 1 5584 • - • 

9. Regina HoeusJ CGemTOiry) 1 55-85 • 

10. Canrie Monti lief (France) 1 5588 ' 

li- (sofde Kasfner CftaW I ssw 
downhill: 1. Goebdil 610 pointe 2- 
MeissnRzer 46& 1 DortmeWer 454- 4. Gerg . 
431; 5. Kostner 371; L Haeusl 33ft 7. 
Mosnada31ftaRegtaeCavaBnoud (France) - 
295; 9. Corinne Rey Bdet (Switzeriond) 251; ' 
10. Ingeborg Helen Mreken. Norway, 247. 
OVERALL: 1. Metosnltzez. 1640; 1 Gerg. \ 
1163; 1 GontKhk 1035; 4. Martina Ertt Ger- , 
many; 987;5. PemOa Wlberg. Svwden 924; 6. , 
Dorimeteteb 92ft 7. CotnonouG 764; ft Bel- • 
let, 68ft 9. Andrine Ftemmea Norway, 66ft 1 
lft Ante Wadriec. Austria 656. 


TRANSITIONS 


NATIONAL LEAGUE 

san disco — Stoned RHP TrevtwHoffmon 
to 4- year contract 

COIAME 

a b ka hs a s state— S igned Dickey Natl 
mens basketball coach, to 5-year controd 
extension. 

JACxkmville— N amed Shop Boyd defen- 
sive backs coach. 


DENNIS THE MENACE PEANUTS 


CALVIN AND HOBBES 



I'M NOT 60IN6 TO SCHOOL 
TOPAr_ftVETHI5 HOMEWORK 
TOMyTEACHE^UflLLYOOT 


IT'S J05T A 
.BUNCH OF SCRIBBLING. 


r UlELL, IT 5 
DARK UNPER 
l HERE.. > 





I DoHT HEAR X aaSAL’Wy 
HER OUT WERE MEXOU 
WHORE. LISTENING ? 

pSSds.' 


DOlQtt 

WB«SHE 

VOW 

tmz 


KH1 WOULD SHE? 
HEVE sraiSOT 
iBiSOEtKE 
NOTES. 


j DcGStft SVC MMBE SUES 
WVNT11©A CMUN6 THE R®£ 
WtiMOHE? DEW.HT7CNM0 
WWSSUE AJLOreiWE 
DCXNG? . OOCR. j 



6 EU 15 ? tU WINK SO? OSH. 

WAtB be case r/ REAL ORE- 
WEHWIW Raj. AXES! I 
HOPE TUES WWE TICK BW 3 SV 

FIRE. TRUCK! > 

> _ J I HOPETWR. 

I “ ( PWERIS ARE . 

fSL-7 HW1U& A RET- 


GARFIELD 


... ANP tASTL-V, WE FLAMB£ 
OUR SOUFFLE WITH AN 
ACETVLENE TORCH.' 


- pi/MNS tH rT.» 


THAT 0C8AM812P worn OMg 
M Ha* -oM rad Me tort** 


ahhhh- HA-HA-,. 
1 HA-HAAAAAi! 

■ It- h 


UnasHSeewMkwrJBO 

onotaWDBWWpnre- 

laiBdsbBtBHtaityo roL 

. ! YERFO I 


CUTHE 


C~ o pSH. 



iVAAAH/i 


L PLEASE STAN P W: "PSVCHO 
& CHEF" IS CURRENTLV 
k eXPEKieNCIN& TECHNICAL - 
|5 DIFFICULTIES 

— 7 < ~f ‘T ECHNICAL*? 


WIZARD of ID 


f isthc > 
uNpmARER- 
. INT A 


r NO, ' 
H6S5UT 

vismNe 
L -ntesi etc 



BEETLE BAILEY 

YOU'VE BEEN FUSSING- 
AROUNP A LOT; BffiTLE, 

HAVE YOU ACCOWPL 1 SHED/ moch 
ANYTHINS? 


BETASK 


EBONGE 


WWTH3CO? 

WON’T JON 

r 

KSSSSS,™" 

type room anm 


THE WAV YOU PO 
THINGS, WHAT K1N17 
OF JOB WOULD YOU 
GET WHEN YOU'RE . 
P1SCHAR6EP? 


HOPEFULLY 
SQWETHING IN 
GOVERNMENT, 


NON SEQUITUR 

4L PEFL J : /i 


DOONESBURY 


LEW6U0W6 PRANCR 


oKMijusr 

jBsseABOirr 

KAPtogor- 


WRf*5 OUT 7m BOSSES B^F 

is THeRP-Ofr&aORt 

/eeHWBSVBfl ump HIS 

stow ax a aaas&BOOKi 


I teiritaF UEMI S1AMT BA i * gL 


Internet address: 

|pUp;//irH-w.ibtcom 


BLONDIE 

TWTSLRE ^ VaT CeRTMLY |VOUWTHREg»SPfECES<^) 
WASASREAT]Sffi«ai& ENJCV , CHOCOLATE CAKE.' — ✓ 

t vwrt! I - — ■ — ~ 

sXvi\ i/cnjALujiTWs) 


{BUNTING THE OHS 
7 IVE GOT IN MY /- 
POCKET 






JUPICUsL 

BRANCH 


k 


retTDBJTStagJ 


EXECUTIVE BRANCH 


OKHOmiy Utert dktc by MHitagtoa Pott MtaaOno S-B 



j..- -• 
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ART BUCHWALD 


See Hillary Run 


A Film Director Who’s Hanging Tough 


N EW YORK — If Hillary 
Clinton runs for senator 


IN Clinton nuts for senator 
from New York, I believe I 
could be of some help. 

When Bobby Kennedy de- 
cided to run, be did not know 
too much about the Empire 
State. I’m 
proud f was the 
one who poin- 
ted out to him 
that Manhattan 
is located with 
the Hudson 
River on one 
side and tbe 
East River on 
the other. Buchwaid 

“But," Kennedy said, 
“that would make Manhattan 
an island/* 

Because I gave him this 
critical information and be 
used it in his campaign, he 
won the ejection. 

With my credentials I 
would like to give Mrs. Clin- 
ton information on the state 
she would be representing. 

New York has a population 
of 7 million people, give or 
take several million, if you 
include Albany and Buffalo. 
A large portion of its pop- 
ulation lives in New Jersey 
because that is where New 
York’s professional football 
teams piny. 


There are five boroughs in 
New York City, if you count 
Staten Island, which nobody 
counts. 

New York’s main product 
is garbage. It produces more 
garbage than any other state 
and as much as Japan. The job 
of a senator from New York is 
to persuade the Common- 
wealth of Virginia to take its 
garbage. 

If not Virginia, the next 
best prospect is South Car- 
olina. 

The biggest problem Mis. 
Clinton will have is speaking 
the New York dialect Berlitz 
offers a deep compression 
course in New Yorkese, and 
after three weeks if you still 
speak like a first lady they 
will refund your money. 

What can a Senate candi- 
date offer New Yorkers that 
they don’t have already? Not 
much. New York City has 
more than enough gridlock, 
and Buffalo has more than 
enough snow. I'll admit the 
Hudson River is no Whi re- 
water, but it’s getting almost 
clean enough to swim in. 

Please announce you will 
run, Mrs. Clinton. The press 
needs you more titan ever 
since your husband is no 
longer in the papers. 


By Rita Kempley 

Washington Post Service 


W ASHINGTON — Nancy Sa- 
voca. a prisoner of Holly- 


Odd Odyssey of a Children’s Book 


w voca, a prisoner of Holly- 
wood's lips tick ghetto, realizes she 
hasn’t helped her cause any with 
(he g iris-only label of her newest 
film. 

“I don’t think many guys will 
pick up a newspaper and go: Ooh, 
gotta go see that *24 Hour Wora- 
aa,'” tbe 39-year-old filmmaker 
says. 

Yep, it sore sounds like a chick 
flick from Hell; Feel my pain, hear 
my cry, see me roar. And truth be 
told, “The 24 Hour Woman" is 
driven by a frazzled femme (Rosie 
Perez), whose pregnancy becomes 
the focus of a morning television 
show that her husband (Diego Ser- 
rano) hosts and she produces. 

Following the blessed event, 
Perez cracks under the pressures of 
pleasing her husband, nurturing her 
child and pursuing her career. Just 
when she needs him most, Serrano 
flies off to Los Angeles to star in a 
manly action adventure. Perez 
stays home and learns to work her 
breast pump. 

Savoca, the mother of three, 
makes no attempt to pamper preg- 
gers viewers with a rosy picture of 
postnatal bliss. 

“I wanted to deal with all those 
things that nobody talks about," 
she says. “After giving birth, I was 
shellshocked. I thought it was all 
going to be wonderful. Then sud- 







r 


Rosie Perez and Marianne Jean-Baptiste in a scene from “24 Hour Woman," by Nancy Savoca, right. 


MpKCiWISCItagni 


Now York Times Service 


M EXICO CITY — There is a surprise in “The Story of 
Colors." an eye-catching bilingual children's book 


xYA Colors," an eye-catching bilingual children's book 
about Mexican gods who took a gray world and filled it with 
brilliant hues, which won a grant from the National En- 
dowment for the Aits. 

Its author is Subcomandante Marcos, the political and 
military mastermind of the Zapatista guerrillas of southern 
Mexico. On the inside flap, he appears in a photo with a black 
ski mask hiding his face. 

On Tuesday, the chairman of the endowment, William Ivey 
abruptly canceled the gram for the book, overruling a yearlong 
grant approval process. He said he was worried that some of the 
endowment’s funds might find their way to the rebels. 

■ 'This is spineless," said Bobby Byrd, a poet who runs the 
house in El Paso that published the book. 


going to be wondertui. l oen sud- 
denly there’s this colicky tiling. I 
felt tike: Who is this monster? This 
was living inside roe?" 

Visions of Medea and “Mom- 
mie Dearest" danced in her head. 
But after talking to other parents, 
she discovered that many of them 
shared her feelings. “It was only 
then that 1 felt better. I had to put 
that up on a screen even if it’s not 
acceptable, even if it’s not com- 
mercial." 

The idea might have been fresh 
when first conceived by Savoca 
and her husband, Richard Guay, 
some IS years ago. But since then. 
Hollywood has burped up count- 


less baby freak-out movies, includ- 
ing “Mr. Mom,’’ “Three Men and 
a Baby" and "Baby Boom.’’ Ma- 
jor studios passed on Savoca’s 
project, citing too many similar- 
ities, especially with Diane 
Keaton’s 1987 “Boom/* 

“That was annoying/' soaps the 
voluble redhead, “because bow 
many movies about a male midlife 
crisis have we seen, how many 
movies about men who rob banks, 
how many movies about buddy 
guys on the road? What? like we 
can’t have more than one movie 
about a woman who has a kid?' ' 

The daughter of a Sicilian father 
and an Argentine mother, Savoca 
grew up on Old World family val- 
ues in an Italian neighborhood in 
the Bronx. Her films generally re- 
flect the ethnicity of her upbringing 
as well as her rebellion against its 
strictures. 

In her 1989 debut, “True 
Love," she followed the misad- 
ventures of a young Italian Amer- 
ican couple with prewedding jit- 
ters. Savoca, who married Guay 
when she was 20. describes the 
movie as a documentary based on 


their own and close friends’ ex- 


periences. 

A week after their wedding, Sa- 
voca started film school at New 
York University, where Guay was 
studying business. She borrowed 
the tuition money and worked as a 
cashier. Guay worked at a deli. 
After graduating in 1984, she went 
to work as a production assistant on 
John Sayles’s “The Brother From 
Another Planet," Though he didn’t 
pay for her work, Sayles became a 
mentor and helped finance “True 
Love.” 

“The 24 Hour Woman," which 
her husband co-wrote and pro- 
duced, is the couple’s fourth col- 
laboration. Their other films are 
1 99 i *s “Dogfight,* ' a touching Vi- 
etnam era romance about inner 
beauty, and 1993 ’s "Household 
Saints," an adaptation of Franc ine 
Prose’s novel about three gener- 
ations of Italian American wom- 


Al though fathers, sons and lovers 
are portrayed with complexity, elo- 
quence and sympathy, Savoca is 
“tbe quintessential independent 
woman filmmaker," says Sara 


Goodman, executive director of the 
New York Women's Film Festival 

Savoca has mixed feelings about 
the gender-related accolade: “I 
think the category of ’woman film- 
maker* exists, and unfortunately 
isn’t going to go away. We’re pm in 
a comer. The scripts that Fm 
offered now are romantic comed- 
ies. This is what we’re supposed to 
know how to do, like it’s gender- 
encoded. It’s hard, too, because 1 
don’t do action. I wish I did, be- 
cause (ben I could kind of like stick 
it to them." 

So, why not do it? 

"You just can’t take on any- 
thing," Savoca says. "You’ve 
really got to love what you’re do- 
ing. I could convince myself that I 
really liked the project, that I could 
do big-budget thing s and actually 
do a little inroading on the woman 
director thing, but the problem is 
I’ve also got to convince a cast of 
actors that I love being there. I've 
got to convince the crew I love 
being there. 

"I’ve got to have enough energy 
in me to argue with executives over 
all the changes I want,** she con- 


tinues. “There’s so much that goes 
into making a movie, and .it’s al- 
most a two-year process. So l have,' 
to really in some way believe that 
I’m doing the greatest movie on 
earth — which I’ve always felt 
every time I’ve gone out and made 
my movies. Whether other people - 
agree or not, I feel like Fm doing 
something great And that’s why £ 
get up in the morning. But it’s 
different if you take something for 
a paycheck." k 

Not that she has any fantasies, 
about low-budget fil mmaking . 

‘’People think it’s great and it’s 
not Oh, I am so sick of that at- 
titude: ‘We did it for $100,000.’. 
Poverty isn’t cool. I don’t tike that 
independent film has come to mean 
cheap. Low- badger can still be for- ' 
mulaic: All yon need is a guy, a gun 
and a blonde. I always dunk in- 
dependent film is about coming in 
from a different direction so that 
something that might have looked 
familiar suddenly doesn’t look fa- 
miliar anymore." 

Next up for Savoca: a movie 
about bullfighting. Woman film- 
maker indeed. 
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N Israeli Arab woman was crowned 
.Miss Israel on Tuesday, the coun- 


try’s entrant in the Miss World contest 
The 1999 winner is Rana Rasian, a 21- 
year-old Israeli Arab from Haifa, on the 
northern coast Israel TV said Rasian, 
who works at a law firm, was the first 
Arab to win the contest Rasian said, "It 
does not matter if I am Jewish or Arab. I 
will represent Israel as best I can. We 
must live here in coexistence." Her pre- 
decessor, Li nor AbargU, went on to 
become Miss World. 


steak house 14 a shrine to the group, with 
Beaties posters and records on its walls, 
but lawyers for Apple — owned by the 
surviving Beaties and John Lennon’s 
widow, Yoko Ooo — said the restaurant 
was trying to trick people into believing it 
was endorsed by “Apple or the in di- 


band Aerosmith, has sued his ex-wife 
in an attempt to make her return pho- 
tographs taken of him in the nude. 
Tyler said in papers filed in New York 
that Kathleen Taliarico was supposed 


to give him the photos as part of their 
divorce agreement in 1987. Last sum- 


vidual Beatles. " Tbe o wrier, David Wal- 
lace. said he had removed silhouettes of 
the Beaties from signs and menus. 


mer, he said, he saw a news item in- 
dicating that she planned to publish 
“pornographic" pictures in a memoir. 
A state Supreme Court justice granted 
a temporary restraining order that 
blocks publication of the photos until 
fee issue is settled al trial. 


Reporting Team Wins Fifth Polk Award 


Ian Barbour, whose “Issues in Sci- 
ence and Religion’’ influenced a gen- 
eration of theologians hud scientists, has 
won fee $1 .24 million Templeton Prize 
for Progress in Religion. The prize was 
set up by the mutual fund entrepreneur 
John M. Templeton. 


iuoji (CarctawVTbe Anodalcd Preai 

BINGO — A student granted admission to Tokyo University getting a 
traditional congratulatory toss by other students Wednesday after the 
institution announced who bad passed the tough entrance exantinations. 


Surviving members of fee Beatles 
have accused a New Zealand restaurant, 
fee Sergeant Pepper’s Steak House, of 
breach of copyright. The Christchurch 


Tbe Greek trustees of fee Onassis 
shipping inheritance are appealing a de- 
cision by a Swiss court to remove them 
from handling tbe fortune. Athina Rous- 
sel, fee 13-year-old granddaughter of fee 
late tycoon Aristotle Onassis who stands 
to inherit $600 million on her 18th birth- 
day, lives in Switzerland wife her french 
father, Thierry Roussel. Roussel and the 
trustees have been locked in a feud over 
management of fee estate. Roussel has 
failed in legal battles in Greece to have 
the administration transferred to him. 


The Associated Pros 


N EW YORK — Donald Barlett and James Steele of Time magazine have 
won a record fifth George Polk Award, this time for a series feat showed 
how taxpayer incentives to companies rarely pay off. Barlett and Steele were 
honored in the national reporting category. They won Polk Awards in 1971, 
1972, 1988 and 1991 for work wife The Philadelphia Inquirer. 

Alix Freedman of The Wall Street Journal won the award for international 
reporting for ‘ ‘Population Bomb," about more than 100,000 women in Third , 
World coon tries who were sterilized wife a carcinogenic chemical often 
without their knowledge. 

Tbe award for economic reporting wenr to Maiy Jordan, Keith Ri ebbing and ^ 
Kevin Sullivan of The Washington Post for a series about fee Asian financial 1 
crisis. The prize for medical reporting was given to Robert Whitaker and 
Dolores Kong of Tbe Boston Globe for an exposd about experiments con- 
ducted on patients in UJS. mental hospitals. The retired New York Times 
columnist Russell Baker won a Polk career award, his second Polk. 


Steven Tyler, lead singer of the 
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and use AT&T Direct® Service. With the world’s most powerful network, you get fast, clear, reliable connections from anywhere. Plus you'll always have the option of an operator who speaks your language. 
Al! it tal es is your AT&T Calling Card or credit card, and you’re well on your way. Without a care in the world. 



Steps to fellow for easy calling worldwide: 

1. Just dial the AT&T Access Number far the country 
you are calling from. 

2. Dal the phone number you're calling. 

3. Dial your card number. 


AT&T Access Numbers 




WTO 


Austria 0 022-90141 I Greece* 00400-131 1 Saudi Arabia 1 ? ..... 1400.10 

Belgium* ..0-800*1 00-10 ketandO 1-800450-000 Spain. 90Q-99-0C-1 1 

Czech (fepufaiic* _. ,,00-42-4)00- 10 < hrad , 1-800.94^4^49 Sweden - 028-79541 1 

510-0200 Italy* I72-I8M Swioerfand* 98004*401/ 

France — ... 04004*4011 Netherianfe* .0000422,9111 United Kingdom *+ 0890494011 

Germany -..,..0000-2255-288 Russia (Moscow)' — 7554042 United Kingdom a. + D50Q49401 1 

For access numbers not listed above, ask any operator for AT&T Direct Service, or visit our Web site at; 

www^ttxom/ traveler 
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